VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

APRIL 19, 2010

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Al Lehr to approve the April 5th minutes.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  none

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he had reviewed bills. Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills. Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Ralph stated the computers are all working well.
PERSONNEL:  Ralph Bowley stated he had received Police Lieutenant Alan Hucke’s grades from his continuing education and that he more than met the requirements.  The Village is going to reimburse him.
PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated the sewer plant is running fine.  Brian is getting ready for the Dedication and Open House that will be held on Sunday, June 6th.  It will be at 1:30pm or 2:00pm.  Al will let everyone know once a time is decided.
WATER: Al Lehr stated there was no pay requests submitted.  The construction on the new tower is going well.  

Al stated that fire hydrant flushing would be going on the week of April 19th.  It should only take one week.
Al stated that the Illinois American rates are increasing.  All customers should have received notification.  
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated the white goods pick up went well. There were some complaints that furniture didn’t get picked up but that was because it wasn’t considered an acceptable white good.
Al stated Waste Management had contacted him and would like to extend the contract they have with the Village.  Al is going to call them to see if the current rate would be kept.  If not, the Village will have to go out for bids.

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated the Village will be continuing the 60/40 program.  The plan is to take calls starting in May or June and then working on the project during July or August.  Mike Todd will put the information in the newspaper once it is decided.  

Mayor Harber stated IDOT sent the Village information on the Route 158 project.  The Village is no longer going to have to relocate the water line.  The JULIE lines were not marked correctly.  There is a section of the water line that will have to be moved by Union Hill cemetery but IDOT is going to pay for that.  The Village isn’t going to create new sidewalks or parking lanes because the cost is too great.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: Mike Todd stated the new police car hadn’t been delivered yet.  The old police car may get sold and the money could be used to fix the paint on the Police Chief’s car.

Mike Todd stated there will be some new landscaping done in front of the Village Hall and the Library.

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  none
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French stated Ordinance 1053 concerns establishing the annual fiscal year budget for 2010-2011.  Mike French made a motion to accept Ordinance 1053.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  Mayor Harber stated there was a public hearing before the previous Village Board meeting and there weren’t any objectors.  Ralph stated the trustees have an outline of the budget items.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mike French stated Ordinance 1056 concerns amending Chapter 51 which would change the sewer rates.  Mike French made a motion to accept Ordinance 1056.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
ANNEXATIONS: Ralph Bowley stated Randy Meyer is ready to annex Krista Lane into the Village.  Ralph is going to work with Village Attorney Mike Flynn to get the ordinance together.  It will cost the Village $4,000 to get the street up to code.  Linda Lehr stated to keep in mind the cost and that the Village already has streets that need work.  Mike Todd stated that besides the initial cost, Krista Lane won’t cost much to maintain.
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated the next Park Board meeting will be on Wednesday, April 21st at 7:30pm at West End Tavern in the meeting room.  

Laura is going to be meeting with the president of the St. Clair County Garden Club.  They are going to tour the park and discuss working on a project in the park.  Laura thought they may be interested in maintaining the new landscaping.
Laura stated the Eagle Scouts got approval to re-paint the bathrooms in the Village Hall.
Laura stated repairs are going to start on the cracks in the tennis courts at the park.
Laura reminded everyone that Maifest will be held on Friday, May 21st and Saturday, May 22nd.
Mayor Harber asked if Laura knew anymore about the drains.  She stated they are still waiting for approval but it sounds like that is just part of the process.
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr stated the lawn mower contractor was mowing today and it looked good.  
Tracy Holmes asked Al if he was still looking into new rates for the cemetery plots.  Al stated he is looking into the rates and will have them at the next meeting.
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated Charlotte Mehrtens replacement had been chosen.  Patty Evansco had been hired to take over as director.  She has already started her training with Charlotte.  Linda stated the next Community Center board meeting would be on Monday, April 26th at 7:30pm at the Community Center.  There will be an Open House to celebrate Charlotte’s retirement on Sunday, May 16th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at the VFW.  It is open to the public and everyone is welcome to stop by.

Mayor Harber asked Linda if she had received his memo with questions about the Senior Center.  Linda stated she had talked with Charlotte about those questions and will bring them up at the Community Center board meeting.  
PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated the next Planning Commission meeting would be held on Tuesday, April 20th at 7:00pm at the Village Hall.  

Mayor Harber stated he had received a letter from the Southwestern Illinois Planning Commission thanking the Village for the financial support.
TIF:   Mike French stated he had received a letter from Springfield that approved the business district the Village had established in March.
PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department – Mayor Harber commended Lieutenant Alan Hucke for furthering his education.  Ralph Bowley stated the Village needs to reimburse Lieutenant Hucke $600.

Emergency Service and Disaster Agency – Mayor Harber stated that grant money would be coming out soon.

Fire Department - none


Ambulance - none

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf stated the following permit was issued:


LJ Schaefer Const. Co.
2 Travertine Circle

Single Family Residence

Mayor Harber asked Steve to find out when the lot at K and D Motors can be paved because it needs to be done this year.
OLD BUSINESS: Mayor Harber stated the Village should be hearing soon from Dave Young from Cost Recovery Cooperation.
Mayor Harber asked if any trustee would like to make a motion to extend the hours for the local drinking establishments.  There was no motion so the issue was dropped. 
Mike Todd reminded everyone that the dates for Movies in the Park will be May 15th, June 18th, July 24th, and August 21st.  He has picked out the first three movies and the grade school students will vote on the movie to be played in August.

Ralph Bowley stated he recommends tabling the curfew change issue until the end of summer.  Laura Schaefer stated she had done some research and found that many communities are banning curfews because they are “unconstitutional” and there hasn’t been any data found supporting that crimes are prevented because of curfews.  Linda Lehr stated she had received emails from citizens that are in favor of an earlier curfew time.  The purpose of the curfew is for the Police Department to have a tool when dealing with the children.
NEW BUSINESS:  Mayor Harber read the list of Appointments for 2010 – 2011.  

Mayor Harber read the list of Committee Assignments.  Linda Lehr asked why there were only two trustees to a committee.  Mayor Harber stated it was because he would be the third member of the committee.

Mayor Harber stated there would be a Southwestern Illinois Mayors meeting on Thursday, April 22nd.  Any trustee wanting to go should have already let Tracy Holmes know.

Mayor Harber will be going to Springfield on Thursday, April 22nd for the STAR bonds issue.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes stated that the Treasurer’s Report had been submitted.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes stated that the Clerk’s Report had been submitted.  Mike Todd made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:  Melva Schickendanz stated she had turned in a petition signed by citizens if favor of changing the curfew.  She believes that the curfew should be changed before summer because that is when the children are out and in the parks.  Laura Schaefer stated the parks close at dark so they legally can’t be in the parks.  Linda Lehr asked Police Chief Ed Wilkerson if he’d seen an increase in activity.  Ed stated he hadn’t lately but it has its moments.  He thinks 9:00pm is too early due to dances, swimming parties, and baseball games.  Laura Schaefer asked Village Attorney Mike Flynn if he knew of any legality issues.  He said he doesn’t know of any in Illinois.  Linda Lehr stated that most residents are ok with a 10:00pm curfew.  Ed discussed what the consequences are to breaking the curfews.  

Elmer Hetenhausen asked if there was any update on Lee Vogel’s shopping center property.  Steve Muskopf stated there would be a Zoning Board hearing for it on Tuesday, April 27th.
Audrey Touchette thanked the Police Department on behalf of the Ambulance Service for going out of their way to assist them.  
ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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