VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

APRIL 5, 2010

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Mayor Harber opened the Budget Hearing.  There were no supporters or objectors.  Mayor Harber closed the Budget Hearing.

A motion was made by Mike Todd to approve the March 22nd minutes.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  none

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he had reviewed the bills.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills as presented.  Mayor Harber stated there was a change in the bill concerning the police department K9 unit.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  


Ralph stated the computers are working fine.

PERSONNEL:  Ralph Bowley stated there would be an Executive Session for personnel and land acquisition at the end of the Village Board meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated everything is running fine.  The dedication for the new sewer plant is tentatively going to be held on Sunday, June 6th at 1:30pm.

WATER: Al Lehr stated the water tower construction is going well and they are pouring concrete.  Al stated that pay request number six was submitted for the contractor for $599,867.33.  Al Lehr made a motion to approve the pay request as presented.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Randy Burk stated that he been trying to contact the Illinois State Historic Society concerning the old water tower.

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that white goods pick up would be held on Saturday, April 10th.  The white goods need to be on the curb by 6:00am.  They will not pick up TVs.

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated the Village will be receiving $5,850.00 money back from the MCS School Board for the North Monroe Street project for sidewalks.  


Mike Todd stated he received an application from Randy Burk to submit for a grant from the Community Development Board for Oak Street.  

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: Mike Todd stated the new lawn mower has been delivered and is ready to go.

Mike also stated that the deal has been completed to purchase the new police car.  It should be ready to do in the next couple of weeks.

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: Linda Lehr stated Charter Communications sent correspondence concerning the line-up changes and some billing changes.  All subscribers should have also received this information.  The Village also received the semi-annual franchise fee from Charter for $16,139.12, which is 5% of the revenue generated from the usage in the Village.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French stated there is a Resolution from the Illinois Department of Transportation regarding the maintenance of streets and highways.  Millstadt was appropriated the sum of $254,271.81 in motor fuel tax funds to maintain the Village streets.  Mike French made a motion to accept the resolution as presented.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mike French stated there is a Resolution opposing the reduction of local government distributive funds that Governor Quinn has proposed.  The impact on Millstadt would be $77,339.  The request is to send in a representative to reject the proposal.  Mike French made a motion to accept the Resolution as presented.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Mike French stated that Ordinance 1055 concerns authorizing the sale of alcohol and liquor at the concession stands at the Village Park.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  Linda Lehr clarified that this has always been done in the past.  Tracy Holmes stated it is needed to get the liquor license.  The motion carried unanimously.

ANNEXATIONS: none

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer reminded everyone that Maifest will be held on Friday, May 21st and Saturday, May 22nd.


Laura also stated that they would be phasing out the picnic tables that are falling apart at the Elm Street Park and will be adding ADA accessible tables in their place.

CEMETERY:  Al Lehr stated everything is fine even with all the activity from the new water tower construction.

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center Executive Board met on Monday, March 29th.  The Optimists Club had held their Bar-b-Que fundraiser to support the Senior Center.  No amounts were ready but the event went well.  Linda stated there is a Bunco Night fundraiser scheduled for April 22nd at St. James Parish Center.  Tickets are on sale at the Community Center.


Linda Lehr stated the Community Center Executive Board would be meeting later in the week to review the applications submitted for the Directors position.  There will be an Open House for Charlotte Mehrtens at the Community Center on Sunday, May 16th at 1:00pm to celebrate her retirement after 28 years.  More details would be coming.

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated the Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 20th at 7:00pm at the Village Hall. 

The Chamber of Commerce has created a $1,000 scholarship.  Applications are available through their website. It applies to students in the Millstadt School District.

TIF:   none

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department – Mayor Harber stated he had received a letter from Robert and Betty Mueller for the way Office Clint Neff had handled her father. 


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - none


Fire Department - none


Ambulance - none

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf stated the following permits were issued:


Grossman

314 N. Jefferson St. – Lot B

Deck


JLP Construction
21 Josiah Lane



Single Family Residence


French


15 Gemstone Dr.


In-Ground Pool

OLD BUSINESS: none

NEW BUSINESS:  Melva Schickendanz, on the behalf of other residents, asked that the Village Board not change the ordinance concerning the extension of hours of local drinking establishments.  She feels that by changing the closing time from 1:00am to 2:00am it would be harmful to the community.  Discussion followed.  Cindy Scott, manager of the Columbus Club, also asked to keep the current ordinance.  Many of the surrounding towns currently have a closing time of 1:00am.  Due to being in the bar business for many years, she believes that nothing good can come from staying open until 2:00am.  Milton Touchette, owner of West End Tavern, asked to change the ordinance so that the drinking establishments can stay open until 2:00am on Fridays and Saturdays.  He passed around a flyer that would be distributed and posted to the patrons to help be good neighbors.  More discussion followed.  


Melva Schickendanz asked that the Village Board change the curfew for youths 15 and younger to be off the streets by 9:30pm during the week and 10:30pm during the weekend.  Mayor Harber also received a request from Liz Behrman, a teacher at MCS, also requesting the curfew be changed.  Mayor Harber will discuss this issue with Police Chief Ed Wilkerson.


Mayor Harber stated that there would be a prayer breakfast held at Fairview Heights Regal Metro.  There is also a Congressional Breakfast held on May 3rd.  Any trustees interested in attending should let Tracy Holmes know.  


St. Clair County Transit District has stated that because Millstadt isn’t included in the district, seniors must pay the senior fair; they do not get to ride for free.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:  Albert Noerper asked about the dog regulations at the Elm Street Park.  He also asked about the possibility of cleaning up a yard on South Lafayette Street and West Oak Street.  Mayor Harber stated he have it looked into.


Linda Weingartner asked Milton Touchette if he had asked any of the residents around West End how they felt about the tavern staying open until 2:00am.  Milton stated he had asked three of the residents next to the tavern and they were ok.  Discussion followed about the noise that would accompany the later hours and how it would be dealt with.  Mayor Harber stated that the ordinance would not be voted on tonight because it needed to be changed.  Linda Lehr stated that there is a difference in ordinance between the taverns and the convenience stores.  She stated her opinions about why she doesn’t think the ordinance needs to be changed.  Cindy Scott stated that it’s been her experience that staying open another hour makes it more difficult to close and more trouble happens then.  Police Chief Ed Wilkerson stated that he agrees with the concerns that were brought up and that his main concern is how it would effect the police department scheduling and what could happen if issues were to arise. Linda Lehr also stated her concern with the location problems that could occur.  


There was more discussion concerning the curfew for the youths.

Ralph Bowley made a motion to go to Executive Session for personnel and land acquisition.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ralph Bowley made a motion to close Executive Session.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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