VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

FEBRUARY 1, 2010

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Laura Schaefer to approve the January 19th minutes.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Harber mentioned that Don Mehrtens, not Don Traiteur, would set the new recycling date.

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  none

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he reviewed the bills.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Ralph stated that Tracy Holmes received a new computer.  Her old one went to Steve Muskopf.  There is now an extra computer in case something happens to it.

PERSONNEL:  Ralph Bowley stated there would be an Executive Session at the end of the meeting concerning personnel and land acquisition.

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated the bladder was put in and the tank fixed on Friday, January 29th.  Brian thinks he found the cause and is going to fix it.  Al also stated that the generator didn’t start last week.  The company that made the generator came out the same day and replaced the panel board.  Everything should be working correctly now.

WATER: Al Lehr stated that the work on the water tower is going well.  Randy Burk passed out a sheet showing what the bronze plaque will look like for the new water tower.  Randy stated if there are any changes, please send him an email with the corrections.   

Mayor Harber stated he had talked to State Representative Dan Reitz and IDOT Deputy Director Mary Lamie about moving the water line on Route 158.  They suggested that the Village could use the $310,000 the State Representatives allocated towards the water line.  Mike Todd stated he thinks the Village should wait until there is enough money to cover all the expense.  He also stated the Village hasn’t actually received the money from the State Representatives yet.  Mayor Harber would like to use that money towards infrastructure.

Mayor Harber stated Congressman Jerry Costello is getting appropriations for 2011.  The Village can send in two: one for defense and one for infrastructure.  The requests need to be turned in by 6:00pm on Friday, February 26th.  80% of the cost will be covered if approved.

Tracy Holmes stated the water bills were sent out on Friday, January 29th.  On the direct debit bills, the amount due is printed incorrectly but the amount to be taken out was not.  Letters were sent out Monday, February 1st explaining the error.  

Laura Schaefer asked for an update on the water tower appliqué.  Randy Burk sent a letter back to the company stating the Village Board had rejected their offer.  Randy suggested holding out and deciding what to deduct from the bill if they can’t come up with a reasonable offer.  

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated everything was going fine.

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated Ameren had finished their work on Breese Street.  All that’s left is for L and W to put risers on the inlets and asphalt the road. 

Mayor Harber stated there would be a Block Grant meeting on Wednesday February 3rd at 9:30am to get the ditches and gutters updated.  Mayor Harber stated now is the time to ask for federal funding for a sidewalk to Stonebridge.  The village would only pay 10% of the cost.  Discussion followed on placement of the sidewalk.  Bids will be let out in March at the earliest but may not actually go out until June.  

Ralph Bowley asked what the EPA status is on the old Ray’s Gas station on East Washington St.  Jim Kane suggested having Randy Burk call and find out.  There are buyers interested in the building.  Jim stated TIF might be able to reimburse new owners if the building is torn down.  

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: none

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: none

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: none

ANNEXATIONS: Ralph Bowley stated the acreage survey on Krista Lane came back from TWM.  Because Mr. Meyers owns the lane, his property would have to be annexed first before the other properties on the lane could be annexed.  Don Traiteur is going to find out what it would take to improve the lane to Village standards.  Ralph stated Mr. Meyer is willing to sell the lane to the Village for fair market value.  Don stated he knew already that the road would have to be oil and chipped and there are a couple places that would need hot mix.


Mayor Harber stated he had talked to the State Legislature about getting the Henry White Farm annexed into the Village.  The Illinois Municipal League has also had the same issue with conservation areas.  They are trying to get a bill approved that would help with this issue.  

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated she had received official notice from the St. Clair County Parks Commission that the Village received $10,000 for a tractor to be used on the baseball diamonds.  The money must be spent by April. 

Laura stated she received the assessment from TWM on the Village parks and ADA accessibility.  All the areas need more accessible parking spaces, picnic tables, and playground equipment.  The changes must be completed by 2012.  The Village needs to show that some effort has been put forth in the next 60 days.


Laura stated the next Park Board meeting would be on Thursday, February 11th at 7:30pm at the meeting room in West End.  They’ve decided on Friday, May 21st and Saturday, May 22nd for Maifest.  They are waiting to hear back from the MCS PTA to see if they would like to join in.


St. Clair County Parks has a grant available for $30,000 to use for trails, bicycle paths, equipment, etc. If the Village applies for the grant, the money could be used to get fencing for the baseball diamonds, although only one diamond could be done at a time.

CEMETERY:  none

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center has AARP offering tax assistance and filing at no cost.  It is for people age 60 and older.  To make an appointment, please call the Community Center.


The 55 Alive driving program will be held on Monday, February 15th and Tuesday, February 16th from noon until 4:00pm.  Anyone taking it may receive a discount on his or her insurance.


Linda reminded everyone that, due to the funding by the state not coming through until at least April, the Senior Center would be having a bar-b-que to help raise money.  Mike Todd will be doing the bar-b-quing on Saturday, February 13th starting at 11:00am.  Carryouts will also be available.  Ribs can be pre-ordered by calling Charlotte at the Community Center.

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated the Chamber of Commerce decided on what to donate money to.  They will be giving $200 for an information kiosk at the Village Hall, $300 to the Fire Department for a flat screen TV to be able to watch the activity during a call from the fire truck, and $1000 to the Senior Center to help with the meal program.

TIF:   Jim Kane and Lee Vogel spoke about the economic benefit to creating a Business District within the proposed Millstadt Market Place.  Within that district, the retail sales tax would be 7.6% as opposed to the 6.6% sales tax for other retail business in Millstadt.  To create the business district, they had to come to the Village Board first.  An open public hearing would then follow.  Mike French asked what the intent was in creating a business district.  Lee Vogel answered that he believes it would draw other business in because he would be able to offer them a break in rent.  Discussion followed about what general contractors would be used. Ralph Bowley stated he thought the business district sounds like a good idea.  Jim Kane stated voting to approve the resolution would get the ball rolling and would only state the Board is considering setting up a business district.  Discussion followed about the amount of time public notice that needed to be given before a public hearing could take place.  Mike French made a motion to accept Resolution 10-1 to consider creating a business district.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department – none


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - none


Fire Department – The annual meeting will be held on Friday, February 5th at the Columbus Club.


Ambulance - none

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  none

OLD BUSINESS: There will be deregulation meeting Tuesday, February 2nd at 2:00pm.

Laura Schaefer stated she offered some projects for the Eagle Scouts. A possible project would be painting and fixing the inside of the Village Hall.  Lee Vogel offered to donate paint and basic supplies from Lee’s Hardware to help.

NEW BUSINESS:  Village Attorney Mike Flynn will not be able to attend the February 16th Village Board meeting.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:  Darrell Hampsten asked for clarification on the date of the public hearing for the business district.  The hearing will be held on Monday, February 8th pending the approval by the Village attorney.  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to go to Executive Session.  Al Lehr seconded it.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ralph Bowley made a motion to close Executive Session.  Mike Todd seconded it.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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