VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

JANUARY 4, 2010

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Mike Todd to approve the December 21st minutes.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  Crissy Wegescheide read a letter from the Mayor thanking the Boy Scouts for their involvement with beautifying Mt. Evergreen Cemetery.

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he reviewed the bills.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills. Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

PERSONNEL:  Ralph Bowley appointed Crissy Wegescheide and Tracy Holmes the Freedom of Information Officers with Crissy being the main officer and Tracy being the deputy officer.


Ralph stated that there would be an Executive Session at the end of meeting to discuss the purchase of property.  He invited Tracy to attend the session.

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated everything is running well.  The Village maintenance workers pumped water for 12 hours on Christmas Eve at the lift station on Polk Street.  Al stated that the lift station is going to need to be fixed soon because it’s costing the Village money.

WATER: Al Lehr stated there was a pay request submitted for $342,926.10 for work on the new water tower.  Al Lehr made a motion to grant the pay request for $342,926.10.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Linda Lehr asked for an update on the rebar situation at the new water tower.  Randy Burk stated that it was fixed and all is now good.  

Randy stated he has been going back and forth with the company doing the logo on the new water tower.  The contract the Village signed stated the logo would be integrated but the company is now saying they can only do a vinyl decal.  Randy reminded the board that the cost was quoted as having the logo integrated and that is something to keep in mind when they request pay.   

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated everything went all right with trash pick-up.

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated the project on Breese Street is still on hold due to waiting for the completion of Ameren moving their gas line.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: none

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: Linda Lehr stated Charter Cable sent correspondence informing the Village that the Universal Channel is now available in HD.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French stated the Village Board meeting scheduled on July 5th needs to be changed to July 6th due to the 4th of July holiday being observed on July 5th.  Mike French made a motion to amend Resolution 09-08 to change the July 5th meeting to July 6th.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

ANNEXATIONS: Ralph Bowley stated how much Lyndon Joost believes Krista Lane is part of the Meyer property.  Ralph will get an estimate of how much the acreage is worth and if it can be broken off.

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated she talked to the Park Board regarding the discussion at the prior meeting about Maifest.  Laura gave the trustees statements from the Park Board on their thoughts concerning how to proceed with the event.  Discussion followed about the options available that would bring profit to the Park Department.  Laura stated that she needs people who are willing to help organize the event to have it be a success.  Laura stated the next Park Board meeting will be held on Thursday, January 21st at 7:30pm at West End and invited anyone who is interested on committing to being on the Maifest Committee to attend.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to have Maifest on Friday, May 14th and Saturday, May 15th.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

CEMETERY:  Al Lehr stated the Village received the bid on the lawn-mowing contract from the current lawn mowing company, Sisk Lawn Care for $9,995. The Village paid  $9,895 last year for lawn care.  The lawn care pertains to both Village cemeteries.  Al Lehr made a motion to award the 2010 lawn-mowing contract to Sisk Lawn Care.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center Executive Board meeting would be held on Monday, January 25th at 7:30pm at the Community Center.  

Linda also stated that the Community Center would offer a Rules of the Road program, which is a 2-day program, presented by AARP.  Anyone who is interested can contact Charlotte Mehrtens at the Community Center.

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated the next Planning Commission meeting will be held Tuesday, January 19th at 7:00pm at the Village Hall.  

Mike French also stated that the next Chamber of Commerce meeting would be held on Wednesday, January 20th at 6:00pm at the Quail Club.  Cost is $15.  Mike French also stated Laura Schaefer provided the Chamber with a list of projects that they could be involved in and the Chamber is waiting for amounts of cost for the projects before deciding.  Laura stated she would have the costs by Tuesday, January 26th.  

TIF:   none

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department – Mayor Harber stated the Police Department had another drug bust the prior week.


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - none


Fire Department - none


Ambulance - none

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  none

OLD BUSINESS:  The Mayor reminded the Board to let Tracy Holmes know if they will be attending the Mayors’ Meeting that is to be held on Thursday, January 28th.

Ralph Bowley stated he received the Direct Energy contract back from Village Attorney Mike Flynn.  Mike Flynn suggested talking to Effingham about their service since they are the closest city that currently has service with Direct Energy.  Mike Flynn also suggested figuring out what the additional taxes would cost to have Direct Energy as the provider.  Ralph stated the contract would go into effect in March if the contract was signed right away and that the contract is for one year.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to allow the Mayor to sign the contract as soon as Effingham has been contacted.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:  The Mayor stated there would be an Annexation hearing on Tuesday, January 19th.

The Mayor reminded the Board that the Village is responsible for the recycling program that is to be held on Saturday, January 9th.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:  Darrell Hampsten asked if the Park Board meeting is open to the public.  Laura Schaefer stated that all Park Board meetings are open to the public.

The Mayor read and presented a letter to the Boy Scouts for their involvement in the planting at Mt. Evergreen Cemetery.

Ralph Bowley made a motion to go into the Executive Session.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ralph Bowley made a motion to close the Executive Session.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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