VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

DECEMBER 21, 2009

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Mike Todd to approve the December 7th minutes.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  Crissy Wegescheide read a letter written by the Mayor commending Police Officer Joe Wagner on his response to an accident on October 19, 2009.  Mayor Harber also had the letter go into Officer Wagner’s personnel file.  Crissy also read a letter written by the Mayor informing the trustees of three grants Police Chief Ed Wilkerson had acquired for the Police Department.  Mayor Harber also included a letter commending Chief Wilkerson that would go into his personnel file.

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he had reviewed the bills.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills.  Mike French seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ralph stated Village Attorney Mike Flynn is reviewing the energy contract with Direct Energy. 

Ralph stated the Village had received a grant from IDOT for the streetscape on Polk Street and Route 158.

PERSONNEL:  none

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated everything was running fine at the sewer plant.  The pump was replaced at the lift station on Saeger Road.  Don Traiteur stated that the parts are in for the repair on the tank needing the new bladder.  Don will call Haeir Plumbing to set up a date to fix it.

WATER: Al Lehr stated IDOT has issues with the Village refusing to move the water line on Route 158, in particular all the easements that have been purchased.  IDOT requested to attend one of the Village Board meetings in January to discuss the project.

.  

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that everything had gone fine.

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated the storm sewer project on Breese Street is shut down temporarily due to Ameren needing to move the gas line.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: Mike Todd stated the Ford dump truck will be going to the shop to have the brakes replaced on Wednesday, December 23rd.

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: Linda Lehr stated she received correspondence from Charter Cable that informed the Village that the financial reorganization of Charter Communications had been completed.  Charter also stated that subscribers to their Internet service would be receiving a two-dollar increase at the beginning of 2010 for the modem.  

Mayor Harber stated that Ameren would be doing a bunch of tree trimming next year.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French stated that Resolution 09-07 is a request to transfer $43,836 from the sewer fund to the water fund.  Mike French made a motion to accept Resolution 09-07.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mike French stated that Resolution 09-08 is the schedule of dates, times, and places for the holding of all Regular and Certain Special Meetings of the President and the Board of Trustees of the Village of Millstadt for the year 2010.  Mike French pointed out that three meetings would be held on Tuesdays.  Mike French made a motion to accept Resolution 09-08.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ANNEXATIONS: Ralph Bowley stated he had spoken with Lyndon Joost who will be gathering information on Krista Lane.  Ralph reminded the board that three residents stated they would be willing to be annexed into the Village once the road is taken care of.

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated the Board had received the pool report.  Laura stated that the pool is continuing to lose money but lost less in 2009 than in the previous year.  Ralph Bowley asked why the water usage had gone up so dramatically.  Don Traiteur stated it was due to the maintenance error when a valve was left open.

Laura stated two trees were purchased by the Historical Society to be planted in honor of Woodrow and Wilson Baltz.

Laura stated the next Park Board meeting would be held on January 21st.  Laura stated that the Park Board made the recommendation to not continue the Maifest as it is currently held.  The Park Board would like to continue the event, just in a different manner.  Discussion followed on what other activities the Park Board is considering.  Ralph Bowley stated that many people do not want the Maifest to be given up.  Laura stated that something needs to change because of the lack of money that is made.  Laura will present the alternative ideas at the first meeting in January so that the Village Board can vote on continuing with Maifest as it is currently.

CEMETERY:  Don Traiteur stated there is a large tree at the old cemetery on South Jefferson St. and West Harrison St. that needs to be taken down.  Don will get the bids to find someone.

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center would be having a Christmas Eve brunch on Thursday, December 24th at 11:00am.  The Center will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Charlotte Mehrtens sent a letter to the Mayor stating that state funds have been cut back for the coming year.  There will be a meeting on January 14th to find out the repercussions.  

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated the Planning Commission met on Tuesday, December 15th.  The meeting lasted over two and a half hours while discussing the exterior wall ordinance.  The Planning Commission has agreed to make changes from the original proposal and will hopefully have an updated proposal for the Board to review after the January Planning Commission meeting.

TIF:   none

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department – Mayor Harber commended the Police Department for their recent successful efforts in getting drugs off the streets.


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - none


Fire Department - none


Ambulance - none

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf stated the following permit was issued:


Bobcik

531 Parkview Drive

Room Addition

OLD BUSINESS: Ralph Bowley reminded everyone that the Village Employee Christmas Party would be held on Tuesday, December 22nd at 3:00pm at the Community Center.

NEW BUSINESS:  The next Mayors Meeting will be held Monday, December 28th at the Alton Bell.  Any trustees that would like to attend needs to reserve with Tracy.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes stated that the Treasurer’s Report had been submitted.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes stated that the Clerk’s Report had been submitted.  Linda Lehr made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:  none

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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