VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

DECEMBER 7, 2009

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Laura Schaefer to approve the November 16th minutes.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  Crissy Wegescheide stated the Village had received a letter from the Energy Assistance Foundation.  The Village and the Community Center will be receiving $1,080 in assistance thanks to Tracy Holmes applying for the assistance.  Mayor Harber wrote Tracy a thank you letter from the Village for her help.

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he had reviewed the bills.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ralph stated the Village had received a bid from First Energy with the Lincoln Energy Group to provide energy to the Village.  With First Energy, the Village would have a 12-month savings of $15,629; 24 months savings of $26,396 and 36 months savings of $31,470 depending on how long the contract would be for.  Ralph would like for Village Attorney Mike Flynn to look over the contracts.  Mayor Harber suggested having the different energy companies come in and give a presentation.  Ralph stated that he would call to set up the presentations. 

Ralph stated the Village had received a bid for new computers in the amount of $1,648.41 from IT&C.  

PERSONNEL:  Ralph Bowley stated that there would be an Executive Session at the end of the Board meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated everything was running fine at the sewer plant.  The pump was fixed at the lift station on Parkview.  Don Traiteur stated that the tank needing the new bladder had been looked at a few weeks ago.

WATER: Al Lehr stated a pay request for the new water tower was received from TWM and the general contractor for $473,218.63.  The IEPA grant money will go towards this bill. Al Lehr made a motion to pay TWM and the general contractor $473,218.63 for the new water tower.  Laura Schafer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Randy Burk stated there was a slight issue at the new water tower site.  The rebar was being put in wrong.  The construction company will take it out and put it back in correctly.

Al stated there was a meeting on Friday, December 4th with Al, Mayor Harber, and Randy, IDOT engineers, Illinois-American Water Company, and TWM to discuss moving the water line on Highway 158.  Randy explained two different scenarios that had been discussed.  One scenario would be of less cost to the Village but would lose more customers and would defeat the loop system in the water line that the Village has in place.  The other scenario would be a greater cost to the Village but would keep more customers and still somewhat utilize that loop system.  Discussion followed.  Randy stated that it’s unfortunate the water line has to be moved because the Village doesn’t have any problems with the current water line.  Ralph Bowley asked why we have to move the water line.  Randy answered that the State says we have to because it’s in their right away.  Ralph stated the Village does not have the $400,000 needed to move the water line.  Discussion followed concerning the consequences of telling the state that the Village is unable to move the water line due to lack of funds.  The state wants the water line moved so that they can redo Highway 158 from Belleville to Millstadt and put in turn lanes.  Randy will go back to the state and tell them that the Village does not have the funds to move the water line.

Mayor Harber stated that there was an inspection of the village water system.  Some issues came up with the old water tower but because it won’t be in usage anymore in the next 6-9 months, it shouldn’t be a problem.

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that everything has been going fine with trash pick-up.  

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated they were trying to locate the water valve for Breese street so that the storm sewer project can begin.  

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: Mike Todd stated the starter had gone out again on the leaf vac.  They are just waiting for the ignition switch to get changed before they can use it again.

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: Linda Lehr stated the Village had received a letter from Charter Cable stating that they will be having a new pricing structure.  They will be sending letters to other Village customers to let them know.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French stated that Ordinance 1041 is for the Millstadt Annual Tax Levy for real estate.  It is in the amount of $524,875.  It is in conjunction with the annual budget.  Mike French made a motion to accept Ordinance 1041, the Annual Tax Levy, as presented.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Mike French stated Ordinance 1042 is for Zoning Ordinance case V-135, the Wild property at 202 W. Madison Street.  It is for a 3-foot variance. It was recommended by the Zoning Board to approve the variance.  Mike French made a motion to accept Ordinance 1042 for the Variance for the Wild Property.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
ANNEXATIONS: none

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated there will be a park board meeting on Thursday, December 10th at 7:30pm at West End.  

CEMETERY:  Al Lehr asked Don Traiteur if the crews had picked up the summer flowers.  Don replied not yet.  Tracy Holmes reminded them not to pick-up the Christmas flowers.

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that Charlotte was having issues with the Internet service at the Community Center.  Harrisonville Telephone Company that provides their Internet service came out and decided that a new antenna was needed.  They replaced it and things have been working fine since.  

Linda stated there would be Gentleman’s Coffee held at the center on Tuesday, December 8th from 8:00am to 9:00am.

Linda stated there would be a Christmas Eve brunch on Thursday, December 24th.

Tracy Holmes stated there are raffle tickets for the Quilt Raffle in the Village Office.  The raffle will be held on Tuesday, December 15th.

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated there will be a Planning Commission meeting on Tuesday, December 15th at 7:00pm at the Village Hall.  There will be continued discussion on the Exterior Wall materials recommendation.  

The Chamber of Commerce will have an After Hours on Wednesday, December 16th from 5:00pm to 7:00 pm at Inland Technologies.  It will be the holiday celebration and village officials are invited to attend.  The Chamber is also having recycling at the Township Shed on Saturday, December 12th at 8:00am.

Lisa Bowman, a member of the Chamber of Commerce asked the board to let the Chamber know if there are any opportunities available for projects they can help with.  They would like to be more visible in the community.  Mike French stated possibly getting some signs to put up at the entrances to town.

TIF:  none.

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department - none


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - none


Fire Department - none


Ambulance - none

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf stated the following permits were issued:


Fieldstone Land Invest. LLC

1063-1067 S. Jefferson St.
Duplex


Johnson Real Estate & Dev. 

563 Admiral Wendt Pkwy
Single Fam. Res.

OLD BUSINESS: none

NEW BUSINESS:  none

CITIZENS COMMENTS: Darrell Hampsten stated that the Millstadt Messenger was planning on going weekly in 2010.  He offered to run legal notices free of charge.  They will not be considered legal publications because the Messenger will not legally be a newspaper until 2011.  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Linda Lehr made a motion to close the Executive Session.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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