VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

OCTOBER 5, 2009

7:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Mike Todd to approve the September 21st minutes.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  none

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he had reviewed the bills.  Ralph reminded the board that Mayor Harber had requested they go through him before contacting Village Attorney Mike Flynn.  The masonry ordinance had cost some money because of all the communication.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pay the bills.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Ralph Bowley stated that the computers are okay.

PERSONNEL:  none

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated that there was a small problem with a tank at the sewer plant.   Randy Burk stated that a tank used to purify wastewater into water to clean with has a bladder damaged.  The contractor doesn’t want to fix it because the Village approved the tank when the new sewer plant was built.  Haier Plumbing and Heating agreed to fix the bladder including a warranty, although it would cost less for Don Traiteur to fix it.  However, if Don fixes it, there will be no warranty if something is damaged in the process.  Al Lehr made a motion to allow Haier Plumbing to fix the bladder in the tank.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

WATER: Al Lehr stated that the fire hydrants were all flushed and there was only one minor problem.

Randy Burk stated that the permit for the new water tower came back and the tower is ready to be built.  The grant money should be approved soon.  Randy also stated that the contractor would be financially responsible for putting a temporary road in to build the new water tower.

Randy Burk stated that he hadn’t heard back yet from Illinois American about cost sharing on the water line that has to be moved on the east end of Route 158.

Water surveys had been sent out to all of the water customers and the goal is that all are returned.

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that trash pick-up went well as did the white goods pick-up.

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd made a motion to allow the VFW auxiliary to distribute buddy poppies at the 4-way stop on Friday, October 9th and Saturday, October 10th.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.


Leaf pick-up will begin October 26th and will continue until December 23rd.


The 60/40 project is finishing up.  The projects at Alpine Trails and the curb project in front of the Village Hall were finished.  The asphalt will be done once the rock settles.  


Laura Schaefer stated that she would like to do a sidewalk beautification project in front of the Lafayette Lofts.  She wants to use plants other than grass that will need little or no maintenance.  The plants are very tolerant to extreme conditions.  She would need $250 for the bulb donations.  After some discussion, the board approved the beautification project.


Mayor Harber stated that East Madison Street has been torn up because of the ground contamination.  Because the contamination has been reduced, the road is only being taken down to the sewer line, not the water line.


There was a discussion about the drainage problem on Breese Street. Don Traiteur’s been working with Dana from TWM on plans for a storm sewer and an open ditch.  Randy Burk stated that the agreement with the TIF district is that it would get fixed.  Mike Todd stated that if the ditch was enclosed down to the maintenance shed, it would be able to hand most rainfalls but not big rainfalls which it’s not handling anyway.  Mike Flynn has said that it must be done since that was the agreement.  Mayor Harber said to enclose the ditch and for Don to get a price on what it would cost.  

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: none

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: Linda Lehr stated that the Primary Center was officially connected to the Charter Cable Service.  Subscribers should receive notice that a new channel was added on September 30th.  Charter has taken care of the wire that across the ground on Lexington Street.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French stated that Ordinance 1037 is for a variance for a 10-foot set back.  The Zoning Board recommended approving the variance.  The Zoning Board motion included the stipulation that if both buildings don’t fit on the property, the old building would have to be removed or the property owner would have to get a new variance.  After some discussion, it was decided that the variance is fine but if something else would come up, it would have to be dealt with.  Mike French made a motion to accept Ordinance 1037 with the Zoning Boards stipulations.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Zoning Administrator Steve Muskopf will follow up with the builder to make sure everything is taken care of.  

Crissy Wegescheide read a proclamation to declare November as National American Indian Heritage Month.  Mike French made a motion to accept November as National American Indian Heritage Month.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

ANNEXATIONS: none

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated that the annual daffodil bulb planting in the park will be on Saturday, October 24th with a rain day of Saturday, October 31st.  

Laura Schaefer and Don Traiteur are requesting a grant to purchase a tractor for the ball diamonds in the park.  

CEMETERY:  Al Lehr stated that the Boy Scouts want to do the landscaping by the new water tower.  They would like to plant evergreens and daffodils.

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that all meals might be home delivered October 6th due to the street maintenance on East Madison Street.

The seniors will be participating in an apple butter project through October 9th and will be on sale starting October 12th.  

Flu Shots will be given on October 30th.  There are still spots available.  Cost is twenty-five dollars and is covered by Medicare.  

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that the Planning Commission would be meeting on October 20th to discuss the masonry ordinance.  

TIF:  none

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department – Lt. Alan Hucke awarded Officer Gary Reuter an award from IDOT for DUI arrests.


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - 


Fire Department - 


Ambulance - 

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf stated the following permits were issued:


Blaha


420 West Oak Street


Fence

OLD BUSINESS: Mike Todd reminded everyone that Movies in the Park would be held on Saturday, October 10th at 7:00pm at Tuffy Mueth Field.  They will be showing Aliens Vs. Monsters.  

NEW BUSINESS:  The Village will be providing dinner for the Fire Department at their upcoming meeting.

There will be a Zoning Board meeting on Tuesday, October 27th concerning two parcels west of the old nursing home.

The next Mayors’ Meeting will be on Thursday, October 22nd in Smithton at Turner Hall

The Sister Cities Group will be welcoming the adult group from Gross-Bieberau October 14th through October 19th.  There will be an official greeting on October 14th at 10:30am at the Village Hall.  

CITIZENS COMMENTS: Darrell Hampsten asked about the speed limit signs that were taken down coming into town from the north.  Once the road construction project is done, the signs should be back up.  There was also a question concerning a sign in a yard next to Casey’s.  Police Chief Ed Wilkerson said that he would check on it.

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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