VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT

VILLAGE HALL

JULY 6, 2009

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Weldon Harber, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Mayor Harber opened a public hearing on vacating an alley easement located in Randleman’s 4th Addition, which would adjoin the south property lines of lots 111, 112, 113, 114, and 115.  There were no questions or comments.  Mayor Harber closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Laura Schaefer to approve the June 15th minutes.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  Crissy Wegescheide read from letters to the police department.  The Cahokia Police Chief thanked Chief Wilkerson with for their assistance at the Cahokia Fireman’s Picnic.  Sheriff Justus thanked Lt. Hucke for his assistance with the Major Case Squad.  Two citizens thanked the department for their assistance with separate instances.

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he had reviewed the bills.  Ralph made a motion to pay the bills.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion with the exception of one bill that had previously been discussed.  The motion carried unanimously.

PERSONNEL:  none

PUBLIC WORKS:  

SEWER: Al Lehr stated everything’s fine.  There was a minor problem with a circuit breaker that has been resolved.  Al stated that the contractor has been paid all but $5000.  Randy Burk stated that when he receives the drawings in the correct fashion, the Village can pay the contractor $3000.  The Village is holding $2000 for an insurance claim that the contractor didn’t submit to the insurance company.  

Al also stated that the village workers had to pump Saturday, July 5th, on Polk St. after the rain.

WATER: Randy Burk stated that everything for the new water tower is up to date with the IEPA and that the village will get the stimulus money.

Jay Godt, with Aquastore Tanks and Domes, gave a presentation on the color schemes that are available for the new water tower.

REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that everything has been going well with trash pickup.

MOSQUITO CONTROL: none

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd motioned that to allow St. James to hang a banner at the four-way stop and to close the 400 block of West Madison Street and Lafayette St. from Washington St. to Madison St. on August 1st.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mike also stated that there were three proposals for the curb and gutter program on West Laurel St. from South Main St. to South Monroe St.  Lugge Concrete put in a bid of $30,750.  Keeley and Sons put in a bid $24,875.50.  Rite Way Excavating put in a bid of $15,120.  After a discussion about the differences in the bids, Mike Todd motioned to award the job to Rite Way Excavating for $15,120.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mike stated that the 60/40 project is put on hold until September or October when there will be more money.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENCE, AND EQUIPMENT: none

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS: Linda Lehr stated that Charter Communications has given their revised franchise agreement, which will raise the franchise fee from 3% to 5%.  Hopefully the board can vote on the new franchise agreement at the next meeting.


Linda stated that American has contacted the village to see if we would like to be bought out instead of getting rental payments from them for their cell tower.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French motioned to accept the Resolution as to Time and Place of Meetings for Village Board Meetings, which includes changing the start time of the meetings to 7:00pm from 7:30pm.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion passed with one nay from Linda Lehr.  The time change will begin with the August 3rd meeting.

Mike French motioned to accept Ordinance 1031 Vacating an Alley – located in Randleman 4th addition.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Mike French motioned to accept Ordinance 1033 Approving Amendments to the TIF – adds the cemetery to the TIF district.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mike French motioned to accept Ordinance 1034 Designating an Amendment to the TIF RPA – establishes area by adopting Ordinance 1033.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mike French motioned to accept Ordinance 1035 Adopting the TIF for the Area Amended – based on adopting Ordinances 1033 and 1034.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ANNEXATIONS: Ralph Bowley stated that he would be meeting with TWM to set up an annexation district that will include Buffwood subdivision.  He has the letter to the owners almost finished with a spread sheet that the owners will be able to figure out how the property taxes and other fees could change if they became part of the village.  There was some discussion about wanting to annex the properties on the other side of the street from Buffwood.  The discussion also included speed limit changes on Route 158.  Mike French asked if the sewer system in Buffwood would have to be accepted.  Ralph stated that they would continue to have their own sewer systems until they chose to tie into the village sewer.  This would have to be added into the annexation agreement. 

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION: Laura Schaefer stated that the Maifest report was in and unfortunately, the profit was $417.  The park board has discussed alternate fundraisers.  The next park board meeting will be on July 23rd at 7:30pm at West End Tavern.

Christine Blanquart started a discussion about the playground equipment that has been set-aside at King’s Creek subdivision.  The village has the equipment and has been waiting for the weather to be acceptable to install the equipment.  Christine stated that there are many young children that live near by whose families would support having the playground.  There was discussion about the kinds of barriers to the playground.  Don Traiteur and Laura stated that there may be a berm and fences used.  Don stated he would like to have the playground and barriers installed by the end of July depending on weather.  

CEMETERY:  none

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that the golf ball drop will be held at the Fireman’s Picnic on Saturday at 7: 00pm.  She thanked the Fire Department for their cooperation with the Community Center.  

There are some upcoming events.  On July 25th, the RSVP band will be playing.  On July 9th, there will be a memory day where the patrons will be talking about their experiences.  On July 29th, there will be a sign up for the free movies that are being offered at Wehrenberg Movie Theaters.  

Linda stated that since the Community Center opened on October 16, 1983, there have been 287,827 meals served. 

The next Community Center meeting will be on August 24th at the Community Center.

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that the Planning Commission would meet on July 21st at 7:00pm.  They will be discussing all the necessary items for a masonry ordinance.  They will be looking to Mike Flynn for his recommendations.

The Chamber of Commerce will be meeting on August 19th at 7:30pm to discuss a comprehensive plan.

TIF:  Mike French stated that Mike Flynn sent Jim Kane a letter regarding the storm water drain in front of In-Land Management Group, LLC.  Mike Flynn stated in the letter that the village is obligated to make the improvements.  Jim suggested waiting to start the improvements until August.

There was no update on Lee Vogel’s property except that it had been mowed.

PUBLIC SAFETY:  


Police Department - none


Emergency Service and Disaster Agency - none


Fire Department – Elmer Hettenhausen stated that this weekend is the firemen’s picnic.  He encouraged everyone to come out and support them.


Ambulance – Linda Lehr stated that the board of directors would meet on July 8th at 8:00pm at the ambulance building.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf stated the following permits were issued:


Doane


11 Danube Drive

Deck


Cima


913 Hamburg Lane

Patio Cover


Dill


61 Josiah Lane


Fence


Schaefer

6124 Saxtown Road

Storage Warehouse


Menees

608 West Madison Street
Storage Shed

OLD BUSINESS: Mike Todd stated that the sunken concrete patch in Alpine Meadows will be included in the concrete contract and will be fixed within the next month.

Mike also stated that Community Days would be on September 20th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm.  It will be for kids and most things will be free with food possibly costing.

NEW BUSINESS:  The Mayor stated that the Municipal League conference is coming up and for the board to get their reservations to Tracy as soon as possible.  

The King’s Creek playground barrier was brought up.  Don Traiteur will price some sections of 4-foot fences so that the board can choose what kind of fence to put up.  There will probably be a combination of berm and fence used for the barrier.


There was discussion on allowing golf carts on the public streets.  Right now, only the police department and the fire department are allowed to use them.

CITIZENS COMMENTS: Joyce and Charles Herman stated that they met with the Mayor on May 18th to discuss their concerns with the lift station easement that is on their property.  The Mayor addressed their concerns with the board and told the Herman’s that the Village was not interested in having the Herman’s deed the easement to the Village.  The Herman’s are still concerned with children playing on the lift station and the safety and liability issues this brings up.  They have put a No Trespassing sign on their property and hopes that the Village will take measures to assure that the lift station is protected and safe for the public.

ADJOURNMENT: Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Crissy Wegescheide, Clerk



Weldon Harber, Mayor
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