

VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

August 18, 2008
7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.   The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.   
Mike Todd made a motion to approve the August 4, 2008 minutes as presented and it was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS
COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he has reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   
PERSONNEL:  Clint Neff was sworn in as a new full time police officer.  Linda Lehr stated that the Personnel Committee met and made a recommendation to hire Mr. Neff.   
PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that all is going well at the old sewer plant.  The new sewer plant will have a test run this week or next week.  
WATER:  Al Lehr stated that last Friday there was a major water leak for four hours from a faulty valve.  Tracy Holmes stated that she will let the auditor know.  Laura Schaefer asked what areas were affected by the waterline break.  Traiteur replied that it was south of town from Morgan Lake, a partial block on East Van Buren and part coming down South Breese.   

Al Lehr reported that the new waterline on Oak Street has been completed.  Don Traiteur stated it was tested.  There are no new customers.    
REFUSE:  Al Lehr stated that Waste Management missed the sewer plant the last two weeks.  He reported that about two weeks ago they met with Waste Management concerning curb side recycling.  Tracy Holmes stated that she provided information that they needed from the office.  Laura Schaefer stated that the estimated fee would be $6.30 for two pickups, depending on figures that Mr. Lehr provided.  Waste Management will present some plans; it is in the talking stage.  Al Lehr stated that the mosquito control is on hold.  
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS:  Mike Todd reported the following:   
The Millstadt VFW Post 7980 and its Auxiliary requested permission to distribute buddy poppies at the 4-way stop on Friday October 10th beginning at 3:00 p.m. and Saturday October 11th beginning around 7:00 a.m.  All donations are deposited in an account to assist needy Veterans in our area.  Mike Todd made a motion to allow VFW Post 7980 to distribute poppies.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
The Millstadt Union Fire Department will be conducting their annual Boot Drive on Friday evening, August 22nd at the 4-way stop.  All proceeds are donated to Jerry’s Kids Muscular Dystrophy Fund.  The rain out date will be Saturday morning, August 23rd.  Mike Todd made a motion to grant permission for the Union Fire Department to have their Boot Drive at the 4-way stop.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
The St. James annual Schlachtfest will be held October 4, 2008.  They were requesting permission to hang a banner at the 4-way stop and to close the 400 block of W. Madison St. Mike Todd made a motion to allow St. James to hang the banner and close the 400 block of W.  Madison Street on the day of the event.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
The Millstadt Optimist Club will have a Cook Off for Juvenile Diabetes on Sunday, October 12, 2008 at the Liederkranz Park from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  They were asking permission to park cars in the outfield in the ball diamond across from the park.  They were also asking for permission to close off Legion Drive from Rt. 163 to the end of the parking lot.  Laura Schaefer stated that she did not have a problem with the parking, weather permitting.  Mike Todd made a motion to grant the Optimist permission to close the streets from Legion Drive to Rt. 163 and weather permitting; they can park on the ball diamond.   Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Mike Todd reported for everyone’s information that the Bistro, Don Bailey is hosting a clothes pin bike ride for the kids at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, September 19th.  There will be $1 hotdogs, lemonade, clothes pin and playing cards.  Todd stated that all should be aware of the kids on bikes around the Bistro.  
Mike Todd reported that there will be oil and chipping on E. Laurel, the Briars and Coachlite.    
Mike Todd reported that the Touchette alley matter will tabled until next meeting.  

PUBLIC BLDGS., MAINT. AND EQUIP:  Mike Todd reported on the library lease.  Copies of a sample of the Ordinance were provided for the Board to review for the next meeting.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr stated that HTC, the wireless internet service provider, is assessing their equipment needs to expand their service.  Tracy Holmes stated that Neal Gilb and another person were in the office introducing their new telephone service.  Holmes stated that they are going door-to-door but not soliciting, just leaving door hangers.  Linda Lehr asked if the Village would be getting a fee in connection to our franchise fee and Holmes replied yes.  Linda Lehr will check it out since our contract is up September 1st.  
ORDINANCES:  Mike French reported on a Proclamation for 9-11, ‘A Day To Remember’.  Janice Dreyer read the Proclamation.  Mike French made a motion to accept the Proclamation as presented.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Mike French stated that he provided copies of a ‘Sample Responsible Bidder Resolution’ to the Trustees for their review before it goes to Mike Flynn.  It is a guideline for contractors to follow for bids to the Village that includes insurance needs, state laws they have to follow, wage requirements and information regarding subcontracting.  
ANNEXATIONS:  Linda Lehr reported that there will be an informational/educational annexation meeting set tentatively for October 14th.  It is open to the public but the targeted area would be Rt. 158, west of Millstadt out to Douglas Road.  
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer introduced Jamie Klein.  Mr. Klein is an Eagle Scout who was asking for approval for his project to dig out the swamp area deeper in the Millstadt Nature Park and to build an observation deck above the wetland.  He provided a Project Workbook to the Board.  Schaefer stated that this was a project that the Park Board approved of last year and Jamie stated that he would like to take it on.  It is three acres; now in soybeans and holds a lot of water which would make it a natural wetland as it is.  Schaefer stated she felt it would contribute to the Nature Park.  Linda Lehr asked the time line.  Mr. Klein stated that he was hoping to get the project completed in three weeks depending when the beans would come out and the availability of the Village personnel to dig the hole.  He stated that building the deck should not take more than two or three weekends with planting the seeds.  Laura Schaefer made a motion to approve Jamie Klein’s Eagle Scout project to install the wetland and observation deck this fall or winter.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Laura Schaefer also reported:  

The pool is now open from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. during the week and regular hours on the weekends.  The pool will close on the August 31st.  
The Biathlon is on September 7th.  Tracy Holmes stated we have now have 63 entrants.  

Park Board and Green Space subcommittee notes were provided to the Trustees along with raffle tickets for a quilt handmade by Laura’s aunt that will be raffled at the Biathlon that will benefit the parks.   

MCS will have their annual fall festival October 3rd and in addition they would like to have a campout in the green space south of Tuffy Mueth Park.  Laura Schaefer made a motion to approve MCS’s fall festival and camp out on October 3rd.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
The next Park Board will meet September 18th, 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion by the pool.  

There will be a Green Space subcommittee meeting here next Thursday, August 21st at 7:00 p.m.   

CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that the lawn mower contractor is doing a good job.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that the Community Center Executive Board will meet next Monday, August 25th at 7:30 p.m. and it is open to the public.  Lt. Alan Hucke reported that the Senior Police Academy will be on September 8th and will run six consecutive Monday evenings.  Registration can be made at the Police Department or the Community Center.  It is free.   
PLANNING COMMISSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French reported that there will be a Planning Commission meeting Tuesday, August 19th for an update on mapping and green space, a review of the Village Board intentions regarding the Conservation Subdivision Ordinance and a review of the plan for a proposed subdivision on Saxtown Road.  
TIF:  Mike French reported that there will be a meeting with Jim Kane on Thursday, August 21st at 6:00 p.m. at the Village Hall to review the progress on the Vogel property.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:  

Police Department:  Ed Wilkerson reported that the Tahoe is getting the equipment installed and hopes to have that completed by the homecoming picnic.  
Fire Dept:  Elmer Hettenhausen reported that a light is down at the intersection on Douglass Road.  Don Traiteur stated the county highway department is getting ready to install a new pole.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf presented the following building permits:
Flora


413 E. Laurel St
Remodel
SLC Construction
408 Bardwell Dr
Single Family Residence

Graf


617 W. Laurel St. 
Deck

Hohrein

4 Danube Dr.

Fence

Steve Muskopf provided a form to the Board that was requested by the St. Clair County assessor.   The county wants the form sent to the county when any building permits are issued in order to get the information on the tax roll quicker.  Muskopf stated that we are ready to implement this September 1st.  Muskopf stated that we have previously sent the county copies of the building permits.  The form will include smaller items that normally are not available to them.  The form will be filled out by the permit applicant.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Treasurer’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and was seconded by Mike French to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Clerk’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Laura Schaefer to accept the Clerk’s Report as presented and was seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.  
CITIZEN REPORT AND COMMENTS:  

Kevin and Brad Schaller questioned why their auction signs were removed during one of their auctions.  Steve Muskopf stated that there is an Ordinance that does not allow signage in the public right away.  Muskopf stated that this has been a problem for years and he has started to remove the signs at the 4-way stop.  There were days that there were signs three deep at the 4-way stop.  Most of them were yard sale signs.  He stated he was enforcing the Ordinance and that there was an article published in the paper and it was discussed at previous Board meetings.  Muskopf stated that if the Board wants to allow some signs it would take a variance.  Laura Schaefer asked Brad Schaller how far in advance he knew the dates of his auctions.  Mr. Schaller responded usually within two weeks.   Mr. Schaller stated that most of the signs that Steve is talking about are nuisance signs and he runs a business, it is how they make a living and they support the community and make donations.  Mr. Schaller stated that he puts the auction signs up to give directions for the local and out of state customers to find the auctions and they need the signs to do their business.  Mr. Schaller stated that he knows what the Ordinance says and he has checked other communities that they do business in and have talked to their zoning departments.   Belleville and Freeburg will allow real estate auction or open house signs up to a week before and allow posting a directional sign at the end of streets.  One person told Mr. Schaller that they are here to keep their town growing and they allow business signs.  Mr. Schaller stated that they have done this for years and just finished the St. James auction and there wasn’t a problem.  Mr. Schaller stated when the signs are moved it cost him commission and the property owner money.  Muskopf stated that there were 6 signs at the 4-way stop when he picked up the auction sign.  Bruce Nowak stated he wanted to review the Ordinance.  Muskopf stated he has no problems with signage but we need to figure out a way to separate it.  Mr. Schaller stated that the Village should allow for businesses the day of the events.  Bruce Nowak asked if it would help to have a sign permit.  Mr. Schaller stated it would help but the staff is busy enough.  
Mr. Schaller stated that he was told that the intersection is a state right away.  The state notifies you if the sign cannot be posted and by law you have 30 days to remove the sign.  Ralph Bowley stated that the Ordinance has an allowance of signs in any district for public interest.  Steve Muskopf stated that would be on private property and those districts end at the right away.  Laura Schaefer quoted the Ordinance 6b., Page 113, states that signs cannot be located closer than 25 ft. to any lot line or any public right away and she believed that the county has a similar Ordinance.  Mr. Schaller asked who supersedes the intersection; he stated it is a state right away.  Mr. Schaller stated he is not asking for any favors; he just wanted to address this to see where they are at.  Mr. Schaller stated that Freeburg and Belleville allow for professional signs.  Columbia has rules for rules and they do not have a problem with the daily signs.  Waterloo stated that they allow signs as long as it does not restrict the view.  Linda Lehr asked Steve Muskopf if the Village has a policy for permits.  Muskopf stated that there was a provision for charities versus a business.  Folks have been coming in for special permits.  Muskopf stated that the other towns have the ordinances on their books but don’t enforce them.  Mr. Schaller stated it should be allowed for businesses.  They support the town and want to work together.  Muskopf stated that the Ordinance reads that the zoning administrator can remove the sign without notice.  Mr. Schaller stated it is a common courtesy to be notified.  
Bruce Nowak stated we would review the Ordinance and see what we can do.  Muskopf will let Mr. Schaller review the changes.  Linda Lehr stated it is not an easy solution and we are trying to enforce the present Ordinance.  
Elmer Hettenhausen asked for his son who could not be present, what the proper procedure is for a detention pond that was not maintained.  He stated that the police were out and nothing was done.  Steve Muskopf stated that the maintenance of detention areas is typically outlined in the restricted covenants of the subdivision and that creates a civil issue.  The Village does not enforce that private contract.  Muskopf stated that he would like to discuss this with Elmer’s son.  Muskopf stated that there is no public property in the subdivision.  Mr. Hettenhausen stated that he wants the person to maintain his property.  
ADJOURNMENT:  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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