VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

June 2, 2008

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Bruce Nowak, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Al Lehr, Mike French, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
A motion was made by Mike Todd and seconded by Laura Schaefer to approve the May 19, 2008 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he reviewed the bills and made a motion to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr reported that the applications have been coming in for the Maintenance Department’s position.  The Police Department’s ad for their position will run in this week’s Journal.  The applications will be accepted until the latter part of June.  

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that he has the monthly pay request from Followell Construction for $208,631.02.  He stated that the sewer plant is about 70% complete.  Randy Burk stated that the balance to finish is just under $2M.  Al Lehr made a motion to grant the pay request from Followell Construction for $208,631.02 and the motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Al Lehr stated that there was a sewer backup on Josiah Lane last Friday afternoon.  Don Traiteur stated that both pumps were tripped off with no alarm and the control power was on.  Traiteur stated that he reset the breakers and turned the pumps on.  He did not know if it was from the Thursday power outage; some citizens around town lost power and others had a surge of power.  Randy Burk stated that the wires were burnt so it did not send the message to the alarm company.  Burk stated that the alarm system is from 1970; the new equipment is not in yet.  Traiteur suggested purchasing a new system that TAC has suggested that has a radio alarm with a battery backup that can be used later at Madison and Polk.  Traiteur stated that the estimated cost would be  $1,500 from two years ago but he would call Barcom to get a quote.  Tracy Holmes asked if there was any indication that TAC or Barcom would take any responsibility for this.  Burk stated he does not know what they would do since the dialer’s wires were fried.  Holmes asked if our insurance knew that.  Burk stated he did not know.  Holmes stated that this is the people’s sixth time with the sewer backup and our insurance company is not responding to them.  The insurance company’s argument is that they have reviewed the contracts with Barcom and TAC that we have and they say we are not responsible, that they are.   Burk stated that twice the contractor admitted they caused it and paid.  Holmes stated that the resident has not received any money from Followell and only a small restitution from our insurance Company the first time.  Our insurance company stated on the 3rd or 4th claim that the statute of limitation had expired and the customer did submit the application within the time.  Holmes asked what can be said to TAC and Barcom to ensure this does not happen again at this same location.  Burk stated that it happens because of the faulty equipment and we are modernizing the equipment, it just is not done yet.   Bruce Nowak stated that he and Don Traiteur will call the insurance company.  Al Lehr made a motion to go out for bids to purchase a new radio backup transmitter.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Al Lehr stated that Brian had all the fire hydrants flushed and will send a report.  
Randy Burk reported that the Illinois General Assembly did not pass the capital budget bill.  The money that was requested for the water tower is stalled.  Burk suggested looking into a loan or see if there are any changes after the election.  
WATER:   Mike Todd stated that two weeks ago he received a call from Mark Ehret on the status of the Urbana Waterline.   Todd informed Ehret that letters were sent to the residents and half of them responded.  Todd, Randy Burk and the Mayor went to talk to the residents.  They started with the people that did not sign.  Todd stated that five of the residents want their tap-on fees to be waived and they would sign an easement.   Others informed Todd later that they also would sign if the tap-on fees were waived.  Linda Lehr asked who will actually hook on as water customers.  Todd responded that four will hook on, one was grandfathered in.  Burk stated that the residents understand that if they tap-on they will be annexed.  Linda Lehr stated that she was not opposed to the water line out on Urbana however, she did not believe that the Village is in a position to waive the tap-on fees.  She stated that we are giving away $21K.  Her point was that at the renovation of the factory building on West Washington they have all individual water taps that the owner paid for.  That was 15 new water customers for the Village and they didn’t ask for the fees to be waived.  Todd asked if we were getting a new water main for the 15 customers and Linda Lehr responded no.  Linda Lehr stated that the Village still owes about $430K on the Kropp Road waterline.  The Village has a new water tower coming up for $2M.  She stated that the Village should not set precedence on waiving tap-on fees which is a revenue producer for the Village.  Bruce Nowak stated that we would lose the $370K water line.  Ralph Bowley also stated that we would lose the $370K water line out Urbana Road that is costing us $42K for parts.  Bowley stated that we waive the $21K in tap-ons.  It would come out that we get a $370K water line for $63K, with 22 potential water customers.  The $63K will be spread out over a couple of years.  It could be 80 to 150 customers if a subdivision was built out there.  Bowley stated that we need to take each project and look at them individually.  Linda Lehr stated that, to date, we only have 27 tap-ons on the Kropp Road water line and only 21 were active.  Todd stated that he talked to the Water Company and asked them how they get their easements.  They pay up to $10 to $20 per foot.  If we did that at $10, the lowest for 5,500 feet would be $55K.  Mike Todd made a motion to waive the tap-ons if they would sign the easements for the houses on the water main side.  Randy Burk stated that this only applies to those that are giving an easement for the Village to use their ground.  Mike French asked if there will be anything in writing.  Todd stated it will be included in a letter that is going to be sent out.  Burk verified with Tracy Holmes that if you live out of town and you apply for water, you have to sign the annexation agreement.  Holmes stated that was how the Kropp Road and Saxtown Road agreements were written.  Steve Muskopf stated that any time you tap-on to the water supply you are agreeing to annex when it gets there.  Laura Schaefer asked if there was a time limit for the free tap-on or if someone subdivided their lot, is there an option for two free tap-ons.  Burk stated it would just be the original ten and did not include anyone if the lot is subdivided .  The line would be run, it is not a big expense, the free tap on would stay with the property.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.   Linda Lehr asked if all that were talked to had a clear understanding of the issues.  Bruce Nowak stated that the details can go in the letter that will be sent.  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr and Mike Todd all noted yes.  Linda Lehr voted no and Laura Schaefer abstained because she is related to 30% of the residents.  The motion carried.  
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that all is going well with the trash pickup.  Tracy Holmes stated that they did get calls because the pickups were later in the day and the holiday.  Al Lehr stated that Don Traiteur has the mosquito program under control.  
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd reported that the Jaycee’s requested a street closure for the Bierfest on June 13th and 14th from Main Street to Legion Dr. to the bingo stand.  They also asked permission to hang a banner at the four way stop.  Todd made a motion to grant the Jaycee’s street closures and permission for the banner.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Tracy Holmes stated that we had five people for the 60/40 project and have another five now.  They may change their minds when they get the estimates.  
Mike Todd opened the bids for the new maintenance truck:
· Royal Gate Dodge bid $21,839 for a 2008 Dodge Dakota, extended cab, compact truck with four-wheel drive.  A compact truck, two-wheel drive, 2008 Dodge Dakota, extended cab was $17,966.  
· Mertz Ford bid was $13,002 for a two-wheel drive, 2008 Ford Ranger.  The four-wheel drive, Ford Ranger bid was $16,140.  

Todd and Don Traiteur will look at the bids and pick one.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: 

Mike French read the Proclamation of Burgermeister Werner Seubert Day.  French proclaimed that the 5th of June, 2008 shall be Burgermeister Werner Seubert Day in Millstadt.  Al Lehr seconded the Proclamation.  The Proclamation carried unanimously.  
Mike French reported Ordinance No. 1000 for the zoning Variance 129 for Progressive Properties LLC.  This was the initial phase for Lee Vogel.   The Zoning Board reviewed the three proposed set-back ordinances for the initial storage building.  On the east side it was 20ft. and 6 ½ ft. each on the rear and the west side.  The Zoning Board did agree to the set-backs.  Mike French made a motion to move forward with the Ordinance as proposed.  Linda Lehr asked if Steve Muskopf had any comments on the plan.  He stated it does not impact the rest of the development, there was still 20ft. off the street and the requirement is 25ft.  A fence would have to be built behind the building.  Lee Vogel stated that the 20ft set back is from the property line on the east side, not actually to the street.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
ANNEXATION:  Linda Lehr reported that we are looking for an informational/educational meeting this fall for the Rt. 158 area.     
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer reported that the pool was open for about a week.  There were a few issues on the passes and she welcomed any ideas or suggestions.  Some residents are adding people to their family passes that are not in their family.  Tracy Holmes stated that they have had problems in the office.  Some are being honest and paying the full amount and some are not.  The pool is losing money.  Once you have the pass, it is $20 for each additional person in the family.  

Rich Kasson asked about liability.  A child was kicked out of the pool before 3:00 p.m. and was not allowed to go home.  Kasson asked what the Village’s liability is.  Linda Lehr suggested asking Mike Flynn for a liability statement to be included on the pass.  If someone is kicked out, they do not get a refund and after three strikes you are out the rest of the summer.  Linda Lehr stated we need something documented to give to the guardian or adult.  Schaefer thought the brochure states you have to be 16 years old to go to the pool by themselves.  Tracy Holmes will ask the insurance company.  Ed Wilkerson stated that there is no state law on age limit.  If the pool encounters a child with no place to go, call the police to call the parent.  

The Park Board Meeting will be June 26 at the Nature Park at 7:00 p.m. It will be a walking meeting.  All are invited.  
Laura Schaefer provided the Board with a rough map of Alpine Trails Park.  Schaefer stated that the Board needs to approve this park.  The only change would be the hoop would be placed so the balls would go into the park instead of the neighbor’s yard.  Schaefer made a motion to accept the plan for the Alpine Trails Park and was seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.    

Laura Schaefer reported that the Metro East Park Grant was due Friday, June 6.  Some of the suggestions for the $10K were for safety, beautification, and matching grants.  There wasn’t enough to fix the ball fences.  Schaefer stated that one of the neighbors close to the Nature Park was concerned about the fallen Pine trees due to the rain and ice storms.  One option was to remove the unsafe trees in the Nature Park and replant some new ones.  Another option was to do landscaping along Kalbfleisch street.  The white pines that were planted are gone.  Schaefer thanked Randy Burk for submitting the request.  Schaefer stated that some of the new trees on Elm Street are leafing out later than normal.  
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr stated that the cemetery looked nice for Memorial Day.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center Board meeting was canceled because the Township folks could not make it.  The next meeting will be the 4th Monday of June at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center building.  The Police Department is working on Senior Police Academy in the fall.    
PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that the Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for June 17th.  Information is being gathered for the Chamber of Commerce.  Linda Lehr provided Debbie Ruggeri as a contact from the Waterloo Chamber.  French stated that she has agreed to help with the design and to get started.     
PUBLIC SAFETY:  Ed Wilkerson reported that the Police Department’s new vehicle, a 2007 Tahoe from Miles Chevrolet acquired through the stated bid will be delivered tomorrow.  It will be the canine vehicle.  Linda Lehr thanked Wilkerson for his work to get the vehicle.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Elmer Hettenhausen stated that a couple of residents contacted the Fire Department about the Elm Street parking.  During the ball games, the truck cannot get through.  Cars are parked on both sides of the streets.  Bruce Nowak stated parking only on one side is an option.  Bowley stated that the games are over the end of June.  There are signs up for no parking at the end of the block.  
BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf reported the following permits:  

Barry Breckle

129 Gladwyn Drive

Egress Window
Ganes McCracken
7 Mannheim Circle

Fence

Helen Chadeayne
47 Coronation Drive

Fence

Steve Muskopf stated that he and the Mayor are attending a county developing planning meeting and they are asking for input from the communities, especially pertaining to the 1 ½ mi. radius around each county.  If anyone has anything they would like discussed, call Steve or give to the office by June 11.   Muskopf asked if anyone from the Jaycees contacted anyone for the banner that was already put up at the old one stop.  If not, Muskopf will remove the banner.  
Bruce Nowak asked Randy Burk if we had a Facility Planning Area plan.  Burk responded yes but it needs to be enlarged.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Brian Landgraf, from Gateway Air Tours, attended the meeting to answer any questions that anyone had concerning helicopter tours at Village events.  Laura Schaefer asked if he found a specific location.   Mr. Landgraf stated that he did find a couple of spots by the park.  One is the field, if he could get permission from the owner, between the school and Rt. 163 or the ball field.   Schaefer asked if there is enough grass space so the dirt did not blow away and Mr. Landgraf responded yes.  Mr. Landgraf stated that he provided rides in Waterloo and it was a good turnout at a dead end paved street.  Schaefer stated that if he uses the park and rain is not a concern, then all the different organizations would need to give permission.  There was also a concern about parking.  Mike French asked what Mr. Landgraf thought was a good turnout and he responded about 70 people, with two to three at a time.  The majority was approximately two and five minute rides at a cost of $34 per person for the two minute ride.  The helicopter owner lives in Los Angles and Mr. Landgraf lives in Waterloo.   Linda Lehr asked about the liability.  Mr. Landgraf stated he does have good insurance.  He explained the St. Louis set up.  French asked what the hours were for the rides in Waterloo and he responded that they started at 11:00 a.m. and went until 5:00 p.m.  Mr. Landgraf stated they do block off the area and have ground personnel.  Mr. Landgraf stated he would meet with all involved.  Schaefer made a motion to grant Mr. Landgraf’s request for the potential helicopter rides and was seconded by Mike French.  Linda Lehr abstained because of too many variables; all others voted yes.  The motion carried.  Tracy Holmes stated that she would need a certificate of insurance.  

Laura Schaefer stated that the Volunteer Recognition Group has had some generic discussions and will meet to discuss the options.  She welcomes any suggestions.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Dr. Angie Tenholder, from Millstadt Family Dental, announced that the American Cancer Society is having a Relay for Life July 18, 2008 at Belleville West High School.  It is an all night walking event.  She was asking that Millstadt get involved like Belleville did last weekend to “Paint Millstadt Purple” to bring awareness to the cancer burden.  She requested permission for ribbons to be tied to the light posts, signs and a banner at the four way stop and that local business get involved.  The week of purple awareness would be July 11 – July 18.  Linda Lehr made a motion for the Village Board to approve the banner at the four way stop for the “Paint Millstadt Purple” campaign after the Fireman’s Picnic and to permit the volunteers to put ribbons on street poles and take them down.  The motion was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Bruce Nowak reported that there were several homes that are not cutting their grass that are in foreclosure.  Don Traiteur has had man hours and expense to cut the front lawns.  Nowak opened a discussion on putting a lien on the properties.  It would cost $20 per lien to get them registered with the county.  Nowak stated that if the property is in foreclosure, Mike Flynn stated the Village may not get a dime and not to do the lien.  Mr. Flynn told Tracy Holmes there is protection in Chapter 13 for not paying the liens.  Ed Wilkerson stated they can give a ticket to the owner of the property or the bank that owns the property according to the Ordinance but that does not get the grass cut.  Most of time the owner will cut the grass once they are found.  Traiteur stated the Village should not let it grow; we owe it to the residents.  Holmes and the Police Department will attempt to track the owners down and Traiteur will keep track of the lawns the Maintenance Department cuts.     
ADJOURNMENT:  Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.   
________________________________   
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Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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