VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

May 5, 2008

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Ralph Bowley, in Bruce Nowak’s absence, with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Al Lehr, Mike French, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
A motion was made by Mike Todd and seconded by Al Lehr to approve the April 21, 2008 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he reviewed the bills and made a motion to pay the bills.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr reported that with the new budget year, the maintenance and police departments will have new full time positions open.  The positions will be posted in the Enterprise.  Tracy Holmes stated that the Enterprise will merge with the Monroe County paper, the Clarion, which will mean more circulation but less about Millstadt.  Ed Wilkerson stated that they have two positions open and still have applications from last year.  Linda Lehr stated that legally we do need to advertise the positions.  

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that Metro ag started hauling the sludge.  Randy Burk presented a pay request from Followell Construction for $292,207.94.  Al Lehr made a motion to pay Followell for $292,207.94.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Al Lehr stated that it will take another $2,160,000 to finish.  Burk stated that they are putting in the aeration equipment and the electricians have been spending a lot of time there, so it won’t be long before it is finished.  Linda Lehr asked if this will be the last time to haul sludge from the existing plant and Burk replied yes.  
WATER:   Al Lehr stated that the water tower is on hold.  Burk stated that the lobbyist consultant stated that the Millstadt water tower is high on the list but this could be delayed because of politics and the election.  Each party wants to take credit for a Grant that may be available; it is a political game.  Burk stated that the IEPA did not have a time that the tower had to be done.  Burk suggested waiting to apply for the loan until early next year.  Local inspectors are not coordinating with the State.  The people in Springfield are sitting on a report that Millstadt sent two years ago saying we are willing to do what they want us to do.  Burk stated that the Grant was for something that would be designed in 90 days, which we are ahead of that and constructed in another 90 days.  
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated that all is going well with the trash pickup.  Tracy Holmes stated that there was some confusion with the 5th heavy haul day in April but, all was picked up by the end of day.  The trash company did not realize they had the heavy haul for five days.  
Don Traiteur stated that the mosquito briquettes were out.    

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd reported that he had a pay request from J. Flowers for Polk Street.  Randy Burk stated it was already approved.  Todd stated that Burk has been trying to get a hold of Rite-Way to start on sidewalks and they are not returning the calls.  The project is the 60/40 Grant from the county for the sideways on E. Laurel.  Tracy stated they started the 60/40 list.  Todd stated that Rite-Way is locked in a contract for the 60/40 for one year.  The estimates are done first.  Todd suggested getting the process in the newspaper.  Ralph Bowley stated that the Motor fuel tax can be used for repairs.  Burk asked if all Board members received the Streetscape Grant Phase 1 ITEP Application.  Holmes stated they were in the office; Brian had brought ten of them to the office and said that the mayor had ten specific people that should get them.  TMW will provide the drawings, exhibits and cost determinations at no charge to the Village.  
PUBLIC BLDGS., MAINT. AND EQUIP:  Mike Todd reported that the request for bids for the new service truck for Don Traiteur was put in the paper.  We will be getting the open bids by the first meeting in June.  
CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr stated that the Village’s agreement with Charter Communications for cable service comes up for renewal in fall of this year.  If anyone has any aspects they would like addressed, let Linda Lehr or the committee know.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: 

Mike French reported Ordinance 999 for the Feazel property for the formal change to the B2 Special Use. Linda Lehr asked how this is different from what was done previously.  Tracy Holmes stated that, by mistake, she went by the case number and did not include the amendment.  The first Ordinance granted the variance and this Ordinance 999 is granting the amendment.  Steve Muskopf stated it was for a Special Use requirement for warehousing in a business district.  The business was there pre-annexation and Mr. Feazel did have county permits for the business.  French made a motion to accept Ordinance 999 as presented.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   Ralph Bowley stated that Ordinance 999 passed and will become a Village of Millstadt Ordinance within 10 days.     
Mike French stated that the VFW requested a raffle ordinance.  It was confirmed that Ordinance #112 (under Business Regulations) is already on the books, dated 1987.  Tracy Holmes will send a copy to the VFW.  

ANNEXATION:  Linda Lehr reported that we are waiting for the next round of information from the county for a list of property owners for an informational/educational meeting.  The direction will be targeted south of town, out Floraville Road and Rt. 158, west of town.  

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer reported that the Maifest is on the 16th and 17th.  She reminded the Board members that are chairing a booth to start contacting their staff/helpers.  
Schaefer received correspondence from Fred Kent, from the Crusader’s Drum and Bugle Corp., with a map of the location of where the memorial will go.  It will be on the corner of the walking trail, southeast of the Tuffy Mueth Ballfield.  Mr. Kent will be in town the weekend of the Maifest and will finalize everything with Tisch Monuments.  
The Park Board meeting will be May 22 at 7:00 p.m. at the pavilion at the big park.  

Schaefer reported that Don Traiteur has been working on a shade cover at the pool.  The structure is completed.  The cover will be installed in three weeks.   

Don Traiteur reported that the contractor poured the concrete for the basketball court at the park in Alpine Trails that was donated to the Village.  The center of the concrete was bad and has a spot 3ft. by 4ft. where the top layer has popped off.  The contractor saw cut the 40 x 40 slab in case it cracks.  The contractor can replace the 10ft. section but it is going to be a different color.  The contractor will guarantee the slab for one year, after that, it is the Village’s responsible.  Traiteur thought they had a low spot and tried to add some topping mix and it didn’t work.  They will do what we want them to do, replace it all or just the 10ft. section.  There is about $4,000 worth of concrete.  The contractor will sign an agreement that he will be responsible for one year.   Traiteur stated that his personal opinion is to replace it.   Randy Burk stated he agrees with Traiteur, it was part of the deal to get a nice park.  Schaefer asked if they would look at the concrete one more time and get back to the Board.  
Don Traiteur asked if we have Maifest signs.  He said that last year’s signs fell apart.  Schaefer stated that the distributor will make small ones that we can put at the entrances and see if we can get a big one.   Don said they will put the signs up on the east and west sides with advertisement for both days.  

Linda Lehr stated that a resident from Columbia commented to her on how nice the Millstadt pool was.   Don Traiteur stated he has 3 slabs of concrete to replace at the pool.  Schaefer stated that the ‘No Dogs’ signs need to come down.  There should be No Dogs’ signs on the ball diamonds.  Schaefer stated that people should be able to walk their dogs on the walking trail.  Tracy Holmes stated that people used to tie their dogs to the fence and play ball.  
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr stated that he did receive a complaint about a grave stone that was broken and was taken care of by Don Traiteur.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center meals are going well for dine-in and home delivery.  The senior academy will be held in the fall, coordinated by Alan Hucke and other officers.  The next Community Center meeting will be May 27th.  Don Traiteur stated that the handicap ramp at the Community Center needs to be replaced.  Mike Todd stated that with Rite-Way in town, we might get a better bid.  Linda Lehr stated it would be a split cost with the Township.  Randy Burk will give the Village a bid.  
PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that the committee that evolved from the Western IL University Mapping Project will meet again this coming Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  Items that were confirmed were to agree on frequency of meetings and discussions on potential projects.  Ralph Bowley stated that the goals should come out the middle of May and that he appreciated all the businesses that supported the project.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:  Police Department – Kevin Witschie was sworn in as a part-time police officer.  Ed Wilkerson reported on the status of the new police SUV vehicle.  Tom Bown at Mertz took care of the paperwork and claims we are now able to buy a Ford. The SUV that Ford offers with the police package or special service vehicle, it is not a full pursuit vehicle.  The dealership that has possession of the Ford vehicle stated it is not a pursuit-rated vehicle, the only one that is made now is a Tahoe.  Wilkerson stated he is not sure if we are stuck with the Tahoe and was not sure of what liability the Village would have if they put a police officer in a nonpursuit-rated police vehicle.   There are police departments out there that are buying them.  If we go with the Tahoe, we will have to go with a new 2007.  Linda Lehr asked if we have until October.  Wilkerson stated that we have until October to be invoiced, paid for and delivered to stay in compliance with the Grant.  Ralph Bowley asked if Tom at Mertz can help with getting the Tahoe.  Wilkerson stated he contacted the group that issues the Grants and they said that Miles Chevrolet have the State bid for the police vehicles.  If they give us the vehicle for the Grant price, we do not have to go out for bids.  Linda Lehr stated that after a discussion Wilkerson had with the Village attorney, should the police department and Village ever want to buy a Ford in the future, it would be alright.   
Wilkerson reported that when the new police officers are interviewed, Tracy Holmes sits in on the interviews and has given some good input.  The mayor also sits in on the interviews.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:   Elmer Hettenhausen stated that he has not received any paperwork from the last hydrant flow test that was done in 2007.  Don Traiteur will talk to Brian. 

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf reported the following permits:  

Robin Mabery


19 N. Lafayette St.

Storage Shed

Scott Demick


20 Adderly Lane

Deck

In-Land Mgmt.

609 S. Breese Str

Sign

Greg Sheehan


99 Liederkranz Lane

Fence

Craig Archer


27 Adderly Lane

Single Family Res.

Gundlach Svcs. 

405 Benham Dr.

Single Family Res.

Garrett-Herschel Johnson
551 Admiral Wendt Pkwy.
Single Family Res. 

Old Business:  Ralph Bowley reported on the agreement for the police at the Village homecoming/festivals.  Linda Lehr stated that the Public Safety Committee met last fall with various organizations that sponsor festivals and will keep the police pay at the same standard rate of $20.00/hr.  An Ordinance with details is being put together for the ‘out of towners’.  Mike French and Bowley will give an example of the Ordinance to the Board.  Ed Wilkerson stated that Tracy Holmes will bill each organization the $20/hr. rate.  The organizations will continue to pay the part-time police officers directly.   The Village paid the full time officers last year.  The Village will bill now for the service.   Wilkerson stated that he would go with the past history for the number of police officers needed.  
NEW BUSINESS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he wants to get Mike Flynn to set up an Ordinance to replace the existing Employee Handbook.  The various departments have reviewed the revisions.  Some changes were made before tonight’s meeting.  Instead of the Street Department it will be the Maintenance Department and we will get rid of the ‘sewer’.  The hours are listed from 7:00 to 3:30 and the working hours are in accordance with the current negotiated labor contract.  The police discrepancy between the chief and the lieutenant that formally received $500 clothing allowance will change and all police will receive the $750 clothing allowance.  
Tracy Holmes has the draft copy of the handbook if anyone would like to review it.  
Tracy Holmes stated that Dorene Risk, from the VFW Auxiliary, called to get permission to sell poppies at the four way stop on the Friday and Saturday of Memorial Day weekend.  Holmes will ask them to send a letter to the office.  

Linda Lehr stated that she provided a copy of a letter to the Board members from the Millstadt Historical Society for their 2009 calendar.  Last year the Village bought an ad for $40 that included names of the Village Board members and the names of the department heads.  The calendar is a fund raiser for the society.  It is a good PR tool for the Village, it does have some recording of history and it is growing in popularity each year.  The ad is usually placed on August, but other months are open if anyone would like another.  Linda Lehr made a motion for the Village to purchase the same size as the previous year for the 2009 Millstadt Historical Society Calendar.  The motion was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  
CITIZEN INPUT:  
Elmer Hettenhausen asked about the status of the Volunteer Award and stated that the Village needs to be careful; they may lose volunteers if it is handled wrong.  Mr. Hettenhausen thought that all volunteers should be recognized.  Laura Schaefer stated that we have done that through the National Volunteer Recognition Week every year.     
ADJOURNMENT:  Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.   
________________________________   
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Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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