

VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

April 21, 2008
7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, and Laura Schaefer.   Mike Todd was absent.  Mike Flynn was present.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.   
Al Lehr made a motion to approve the April 7, 2008 minutes as presented and was seconded by Mike French.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS
COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he has reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.   
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr stated there will be a brief Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss personnel matters.  
PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that all is going well at the sewer plant.  There was a problem with a pump and it was fixed the same day.  
WATER:  Al Lehr stated that bids were open for the Oak Street project.  The two lowest bids were $100 apart.  Linda Lehr asked if the bids were reviewed by the engineering firm or the public works director.  Tracy Holmes stated that Rite-Way was the lowest bidder.  Brian Gettinger, from TWM, provided a copy of the Notice of Award for the project.  Al Lehr stated that the bid was dated April 18, 2008 for Rite-Way on Lebanon Troy Road, Lebanon, IL, for $101,820.  Al Lehr made a motion to approve the Oak Street water main project bid from Rightway Excavating out of Lebanon, IL for $101,820.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
REFUSE:  Al Lehr reported that all is going well with the trash pickup.  Patriot is still picking up trash.  The contract date was April 1 with Waste Management.  Tracy Holmes stated she does not think we will see much change.  Most Patriot employees are going to Waste Management.  Waste Management had a four-day pickup plan in their last bid and Patriot has the one-day pickup.   That may be a change after the Patriot contract runs out.    
PUBLIC BLDGS., MAINT. AND EQUIPMENT:  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French reported the following Resolutions and Ordinances:  
Resolution No. 08-16 is a Resolution Authorizing the submission of an application to the IL Department of Transportation for an IL transportation enhancement program grant for streetscape improvements on IL Rt. 158.  There may be some additional funding.  Brian Gettinger stated that the construction and engineer costs will be paid 20% by the Village and 80% by the State.  Any right-of-way acquisition, permanent easements or temporary construction easements will be paid 50/50 by the Village and the State.  The construction observation and utility relocation is 20/80.  Mr. Gettinger provided some ballpark figures.  Bruce Nowak stated that this will have to be approved tonight to get in by May 5th.  Laura Schaefer asked for the figures.  Mr. Gettinger stated that there were two jobs that were comparable in Edwardsville for $1,288,636.37 and in Collinsville for $2,396,590.92.  Schaefer asked if this was awarded, would it be this year.  Bruce Nowak stated no, it would be in two years.  Linda Lehr and Ralph Bowley stated that there was no money in the current budget for this project.  Bowley and Nowak stated this is a worthwhile project.  Nowak stated he was told it was a Grant and they did not say it was with split costs.  Schaefer asked if we have any idea when the Rt. 158 reconstruction project will happen and how it will relate to this project.  Mr. Gettinger identified some of the plans for the reconstruction project vs. the streetscape improvements.  He stated the improvements would not be overlapped.  He heard that the Rt. 158 project will start next year from Millstadt to south of Columbia and the following phase, the next year, will be from the west of Millstadt to Belleville.  Linda Lehr asked if a municipality can reduce the Grant after it is awarded.  Mr. Gettinger stated that he does not have experience when the amount is adjusted down.  There is a section on the form asking what funding is available.  Bowley asked how long this takes to be awarded and 
Mr. Gettinger stated four to five months.  TWM has already put forth some work to complete the application.  French made a motion to pursue the application with the State of IL for the streetscape improvements.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Ordinance No. 997 is for a speed limit on Mueller Lane between its intersection with Douglas Road and Saxtown Road.  The speed limit will be established at 30 m.p.h.  French made a motion to accept the Ordinance as presented and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Ordinance No. 998 is regarding stop signs at the following intersections:  

Section 1 - proposal to add a stop sign at Polk Street and Admiral Wendt Parkway

Section 2 - proposal to add stop signs at multi-stop intersections located at:  

Polk St. and Parkview Drive




W. Harrison St. and S. Tyler St. 




W. Adams St. and S. Jackson St. 




E. Madison St. and Danube Drive

Section 3 – proposal to delete the Yield at W. Van Buren St. and S. Lafayette St.   
Linda Lehr asked if the Police Department had input on the locations.  Ed Wilkerson stated that they did have input on the stop signs.  French made a motion to accept the Ordinance as presented.  The motion was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.    
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer stated that she received a letter from Fred Kent, the head of the Crusader’s Drum and Bugle Corp., with a picture of a proposed sample monument from Tisch Monuments.  They have 90% of the funds collected and would like to place the monument near where they used to practice in front of the stadium.  
Schaefer reminded everyone that the Maifest will be May 16th and 17th.   There will be more food and participation on Friday night.  MCS’s festival starts at 1:30 p.m. and stops at 5:00 p.m. on Friday.  The Maifest starts after the MCS festival ends.  Schaefer stated that the school will sell wristbands for the rides.  The ball games have started at the park.    
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that the lawn contractor is ready.  Don Traiteur informed Al Lehr that he has received calls about people letting their dogs run at large and not cleaning up the droppings.  Laura Schaefer asked if there were signs that dogs must be on leashes and Al Lehr replied no.  Schaefer stated she did not see a problem with dogs on leashes but they should clean up after the dogs.  Ralph Bowley stated that the Ordinance states that you must have control of your pet and the means to clean up any droppings.  Bowley stated that we should make people aware of the Ordinance.   Linda Lehr suggested posting a sign with the verbiage.  There may be a need to amend the Ordinance from ‘control’ to ‘leash’.  Bowley wanted to leave the ordinance and post it in the newspaper.  Tracy Holmes stated she thought there were signs that stated no dogs in the park.  Schaefer had asked Don Traiteur to remove the signs.  Holmes read the Leash Law Ordinance 91.16 to the Board.  The Cemetery Committee will look into the problem and get back to the Board at the next meeting.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that Community Center Executive Board will meet tomorrow at the Millstadt Township Hall at 7:30 p.m. and it is open to the public.  There were 210 tax returns done.  The meals are going fine.  
PLANNING COMMISSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French reported   that the Boulder Creek Property is now called Williams Prairie Reserve.  There was a discussion at the last Planning Commission Meeting on a new zoning district that will allow for a conservation style subdivision and guidelines for developing strip mine property.  French stated that if anyone has any interest or input, they are welcome to participate.  
Ralph Bowley stated that the people that were part of the mapping action plan are asking for comments that were emailed out on a draft of the plan from the last five weeks of the mapping process.     
PUBLIC SAFETY:   
Police Department:  Ed Wilkerson stated that the Tahoe purchase from the State Grant contract is up and that we missed it by a few weeks.  Wilkerson stated that we will have to get at least three bids from dealers that have a police package and that is hard to find.  The purchase must be invoiced and paid for by October 2008.  Linda Lehr asked if it has to be a Tahoe.   Wilkerson stated that it cannot be a Ford because of a Class Action Suit and that they did not look at the Chrysler Dodge Ram or the GMC Yukon.  Ralph Bowley asked what the advantage is to us not opting out of the lawsuit.  Wilkerson replied none but there is a nominal fee and not sure how long it would take since we have to move relatively fast.  Bowley stated, and Wilkerson agreed, that we should allow the local dealership to submit a bid.  Mike Flynn stated that he did not know the status of the suite but does have some knowledge from a previous municipality that he represented that opted out.  There were no fees paid at that time but not sure if it is now necessary to pay the fees because of the status of the case.   Bowley stated that if possible we should opt out; we do not want to lose a resource.   Ralph Bowley made a motion for Mike Flynn to look into opting out of the Ford Class Action Lawsuit.   Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Ed Wilkerson thanked Tracy Holmes for managing the Police Officer Grant every quarter.  

Alan Hucke stated that on May 10 the Police Department is having a safety fair that is sponsored by the Optimist Club.  It will be from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Liederkrantz Park.  The Belleville Police Department and the safety trailer will be there.  Parents can bring their kids and have a picture and a DNA sample taken with a computerized fingerprint.   The Optimists will supply free hamburgers, hotdogs and soda.  The Ambulance and Fire Departments have been invited as well.   

Hucke announced that we offered, for the first time, a DARE Scholarship to local high school seniors.  The money for the Scholarship is funded through fund raisers and private donations.  

To qualify the students had to be graduates from MCS or St. James and have a minimum GPA of 3.0.  They had to submit references and an essay on how good decision making can affect their future and how community service and volunteerism creates a better community.  The applicants are kept anonymous and were examined by a group of judges that were not employed by the Village.  All the judges commented on how good all the applicants were.  This year’s DARE Scholarship went to Jonathan Wolf.  Jonathan is a life-long resident of Millstadt and the son of Ron and Kathy Wolf.  He is a graduate of St. James grade school and will graduate from Gibault High School in May.  He participates in the National Honor Society, the Model UN, the jazz and concert bands, the track team and serves as a pier counselor and tutor.   He has achieved a rank of Eagle in the Boy Scouts.  He is active in the St. James Parish, participating as a Lector and a PSR assistant and works part time at Monclair Animal Hospital.  Jonathan will start college this fall at Southwestern Illinois Community College where he will begin to work on a Bachelors Degree as a radiologist therapist.   Hucke presented Jonathan a check for $500, a plaque and a $50 gift card to Border’s Bookstore.  
Emg. Svcs. & Disaster Agency:  Kristian Bertelsmann stated that there was no damage from the recent earthquake.  
Ambulance Service:  Linda Lehr stated that the Ambulance Service had their Leukemia collection at the 4-way for the first couple of hours before the rains came.  They collected a little over $600.  
OLD BUSINESS:  Mike Flynn stated that he will put together the police pay Ordinance for special events and homecomings.   
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Treasurer’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Ralph Bowley and was seconded by Al Lehr to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Clerk’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Linda Lehr to accept the Clerk’s Report as presented and was seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.  
CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS:  Elmer Hettenhausen asked for the status of the Volunteer Award.  Laura Schaefer stated that they will proceed with the award to be voted on.  

Mr. Hettenhausen stated that he felt the Board needs to be careful; as Tracy Holmes mentioned previously, it can cause a lot of problems by honoring one person.  Schaefer stated that the idea was not that they actually receive the money, the money would be contributed back to their organization.  
There was a motion to go into Executive Session by Linda Lehr and seconded by Ralph Bowley.       The motion carried unanimously.  

There was a motion to adjourn the Executive Session by Linda Lehr and seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT:  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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