

VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

March 17, 2008
7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, and Laura Schaefer.   Mike Todd was absent.  Mike Flynn was present.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  There was a moment of silence to honor the sewer plant victims.  
Ralph Bowley made a motion to approve the March 3, 2008 minutes as presented and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ralph Bowley made a motion to go into public hearing on the proposed Ehret water line and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  Mike Flynn stated the purpose of the hearing was for the public to express their comments for the proposed annexation agreement between the Village of Millstadt and Mr. Mark Ehret.  Bowley stated once we touch his property, it will be annexed.  Linda Lehr stated that the agreement included the provision for reimbursement of water taps and waving the water tap fee.  Flynn stated there were some provisions in the agreement.  Since there were no public comments, Ralph Bowley made a motion to close the public hearing and was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that the budget was presented.  Bowley and Mayor Nowak commended Tracy Holmes for her part in preparing the budget.  Bowley stated that a budget hearing will be at our next meeting, April 7, at 7:30 p.m. to approve the budget.  Detailed copies of the budget will be available for public review at the Village Hall and the Library.  
Bowley has reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  Bowley stated there are no problems with the computers.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr stated there will be a brief Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss personnel matters.  
PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that the sewer plant is on hold for now.  Linda Lehr asked how long the investigation will take.  Al Lehr stated that Randy Burk thought they may start work this week.     
WATER:  Al Lehr stated that the engineers have the water samples.  

REFUSE:  Al Lehr reported that there will be large item pickup every Wednesday in April.  
PUBLIC BLDGS., MAINT. AND EQUIPMENT:  Don Traiteur reported the status of Ameren’s easement request for underground power coming off 1st block of North Lafayette Street that will take up the total easement of the alley.  Traiteur stated that the space has never been used as an alley.  The overhear power lines and transformers will be removed.  It will take up one parking spot as opposed to three.  Laura Schaefer asked if the fire department had any issues.  Traiteur stated that a truck would not fit.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to approve the easement and was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.    

Mayor Nowak announced the annual St. James Spring Parish Social that will be held on Sunday, May 4, 2008.  They requested that Madison Street from Tyler Street to Lafayette Street and Lafayette Street from Washington Street to Madison Street be closed.  Linda Lehr made a motion to approve the closure of the requested streets for the St. James Spring Social.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Ralph Bowley reported that the Millstadt Historical Society requested a street banner for the Village-wide yard sale at the 4-way stop May 3 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Laura Schaefer stated that the banner usually goes up after the MS walk or sooner but at least two weeks in advance.  Tracy Holmes stated that at the last meeting street closures were approved for a Bike Rodeo on the same day.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to approve the street banner request and Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    
CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr reported that the Village received a letter from Charter stating that there will be some changes to the service.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French reported the following Resolutions and Ordinances:  
08-13 Resolution of Progressive Properties – The Resolution providing an additional inducement to Progressive properties to further advance the development of their proposed retail center in the Village of Millstadt tax increment financing district.  This is the Lee Vogel four-phase project that is a part of TIF.  Linda Lehr stated that this speaks to the phases of the project in terms of the water and sewer tap fees.  She asked if Vogel is asking for a waiver of the fees and Jim Kane replied yes.  Mike French made a motion to accept Resolution 08-13 as proposed.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  Linda Lehr voted present and all other Board members voted yes.  The motion carried.    
08-14 Resolution - The Community Development Block Grant has contributed to the community development of neighborhoods throughout the county by providing resources to meet the needs of low and moderate income persons through housing rehabilitations, public facilities and infrastructure improvements and through economic development opportunities to provide jobs, new home construction and homebuyer assistance, physical redevelopment and improved local tax bases.  They are asking that Millstadt proclaim March 24 through March 30, 2008 as St. Clair County Community Development Week.  Mike French made a motion to accept the Resolution as provided.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
08-15 Resolution - In Support of the Senate Bill 2052 in the Illinois General Assembly – FEMA has notified Madison, St. Clair and Monroe counties and the communities located with the floodplain in Southwest Illinois that the levee systems protecting the American Bottom (Wood River Drainage and Levee District, the Chain of Rocks Levee, the Metro East Sanitary District, the Prairie Du Pont Levee and Sanitary District and the Fish Lake Drainage and Levee District) will likely be deaccredited in 2009 because the levees cannot be certified by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to protect against a 100-year flood.  The request is to raise funds necessary through a one quarter percent sales tax.  The Village of Millstadt supports passage of S.B. 2052 to allow for the expeditious repair and restoration of the levee systems in Southwestern Illinois.  Linda Lehr stated that this is a proposal still on the table in Springfield and the details and verbiage of the bill is still being worked out.  Ralph Bowley stated that even though we will not be flooded here, it does have an impact if the levees are not fixed.  Mike French made a motion that Resolution 08-15 be accepted as presented and was seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Ordinance #992 Cable/Video Customer Protection Law - The Village desires to enforce the customer service and privacy protection standards with respect to the complaints received from residents as provided by the Cable and Video Customer Protection Law.  The Village does hereby pursuant to law declare its intent to enforce all of the customer service and privacy protection standards.  Mike French made a motion to approve Ordinance #992 as presented.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Ordinance #993 to establish the service provider fee and the Public Education Governmental (PEG) access support fee the act authorizes municipalities to impose on a holder which would be the Cable Company, the video provider.  Key points would be Chapter 117 Cable/Video service provider fee is 5% of their gross revenues and the PEG access support fee is 1% of the gross revenues.  Mike French made a motion accept Ordinance #993 as presented and was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Ordinance #994 is the annexation agreement for the property owned by Mark G. Ehret Jr.  Key items within this agreement are that the owner shall sign and file with the Village of Millstadt a Petition For Annexation and the Village shall allow owner to extend a municipal water main to the Village’s water distribution system in order to provide access to potable water for the subject real estate.  Linda Lehr questioned Mike Flynn concerning a map of the property owners surrounding the Ehret property that Randy Burk provided at the previous meeting.  She asked if there is a missing piece that the Village boundary does not touch the Ehret property, does this agreement have a life?  Mike Flynn stated it is in effect for 20 years.  A motion was made by Mike French and seconded by Ralph Bowley for #994 Ordinance to be accepted as presented.  Linda Lehr stated that based on past discussions and the fees involved for the water taps and the need for the Village to have that revenue, she voted no.  All other Board members voted yes.  The motion passed.    
Mike French stated that changes were made to the zoning maps and approved at the last Zoning Board meeting February 26.  French made a motion to approve the changes to the maps.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer stated that she would like to thank Cindy Nichols and a local 4-H group for repairing old and building new blue bird houses for the Nature Park.  She installed nine of them last week.  Bill Vollmer is ready to start the Alpine Trails side of the community park with a basketball court with trees and a hedge.  Schaefer mentioned an article in the Illinois Review on how to evaluate your parks.  Don Traiteur and Schaefer will look into it. 
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that the lawn contractor is ready.  

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that meals are going well.  The income tax preparation for folks 60 and over is available free of charge through AARP at the Community Center.  There will be a senior police academy in the fall.   
PLANNING COMMISSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French reported that the next meeting is scheduled for March 18.   
PUBLIC SAFETY:   
Police Department:  Clint Neff was sworn in as a Deputy Marshall.  
Ed Wilkerson stated that some glass was broken at the old jail.  It was a 10 year old and we are talking to the parents.  The parents came to us.  We will get a price to replace the glass. 

Emg. Svcs. & Disaster Agency:  Kristian Bertsmann stated that he wanted to thank everyone that was involved in the incident at the sewer plant.  The comments that he received were all positive.  Linda Lehr also wanted to thank all the parties involved and that she received good feedback.  

Fire Department:   Reminder that the Fire Department’s annual barbeque will be this Saturday.     
OLD BUSINESS:  
Laura Schaefer asked for suggestions or comments on the Millstadt Community Volunteerism Award.  To proceed forward she would like an agreement amongst the Board.  Bruce Nowak stated that we need to talk about it.  Ralph Bowley suggested that with the input you already have, put something together and go forward.  

Ralph Bowley reported that the mapping sessions are going well.  At the meeting they talked about ideas to help Millstadt.  One idea was a Community Center by the pool complex.  The interaction was very good.  The next meeting is March 27 at the Primary Care Center.   
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Treasurer’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Ralph Bowley and was seconded by Al Lehr to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Clerk’s Report has been submitted for review.  Linda Lehr asked about cell tower lease payment schedule.   Holmes replied that it is paid monthly.  A motion was made by Ralph Bowley to accept the Clerk’s Report as presented and was seconded by Linda Lehr.   The motion carried unanimously.  
CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS:  Tracy Holmes commented about the Volunteer Award program.  She thought that volunteers do not want money and it does not make sense to single out one person.  If a person thinks they should be chosen and doesn’t, that could stop them from volunteering.  A true volunteer appreciates a slap on the back, not money.  
There was a motion to go into Executive Session by Ralph Bowley and seconded by Al Lehr.      The motion carried unanimously.  

There was a motion to adjourn the Executive Session by Ralph Bowley and seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT:  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting and was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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