VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

March 3, 2008

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  
A motion was made by Mike Todd and seconded by Al Lehr to approve the February 19, 2008 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that he reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   Bowley reported that the computers are virus free.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr reported that there will be an Executive Session at the end of the meeting to discuss personnel.  

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that the broken pipe on the sewer line was repaired last Friday.  Randy Burk reported that he received pay request #10 from Followell Construction for $312,943.93.  He stated he met with them Monday and this reflects the work that was done.  Tracy Holmes stated that payment #9 came today.   Burk stated we are holding back around $3M.  The work is over 60% done and is on schedule.  Al Lehr made a motion to pay the contractor for the new sewer plant $312,943.93.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
WATER:  Al Lehr stated that everyone was given a map of the new water tower with the original site identified as the blue dot and the proposed site identified as the yellow dot.  Randy Burk reported that there was some confusion.  The blue dot is the documented site and he thought of moving it where the yellow dot is.  Burk spoke to the soils people and they stated they will not be able to get back there for months with their heavy equipment.  Burk stated that per the IEPA, if we wanted to move the site within the cemetery, we would need to renew all the sign offs to include the IEPA, another archeological survey, going back to the Core of Engineers for a permit, and check for new wetlands.  Mike Todd asked if it would hurt us to keep it at the original site and Burk replied that elevation wise that is a good spot, it is the second highest location in town.  We would be spending less money and the water line is closer.  Burk stated that the height is 147 ft.   Burk stated that there is more cost to move from one area to the other and the time to get the new sign offs would be longer.  Laura Schaefer thought that would be a risk to wait for new sign offs.  Ralph Bowley asked what the start time would be for the documented site and Burk replied that the report was submitted January 17, 2006.  Burk stated that we would start construction by July at the blue site and possibly October to March of 2009 at the new site.  If the site is not moved, we would go out for bids in May.  Burk stated that it is an estimate of nine months of construction time.  Burk stated that there is an access issue for the yellow site, we have to bring down trees, the location is land locked and we have to build a new road.  Bowley asked if we are in a hurry to do it and Burk replied that according to the IEPA we are.  Bruce Nowak stated that the old tower was condemned by the IEPA and their agent from Collinsville was here writing us up because we haven’t done the repairs.  Bowley stated we need to put it in the best place.  Burk replied that the blue spot is best elevation site with less water mains.  The yellow spot is the third highest elevation in town and you would have to add eight to ten feet to the tower and that would be a fair amount of money.  Schaefer thought we should not tie things up any longer and Nowak agreed.  Burk stated that we will use one of the cemetery roads for the construction trucks and improve the road when the job is completed.  The water line is parallel to the cemetery road.  Al Lehr stated we will pursue the original location for the new water tower.  

Randy Burk presented a layout of Urbana Road on how we are standing with the water easements.  Ehret was going to run the water line past his site.  Schaefer questioned the waterline hearing at the next meeting.   Mike Flynn told Tracy Holmes that we can start hearings at the regular meeting time.  Several were confused on why we need the hearing.  Tracy Holmes stated that the hearing is for the annexation water line agreement for Mark Ehret Jr. property.  Linda Lehr stated that we couldn’t annex the Ehret property until we touch it.  Burk stated that Ehret signed the annexation agreement, but doesn’t go into effect until we touch it.  We have to get with Mike Flynn to explain the hearing.  The reason we have to have easements is because everyone owns to the center line of the road and Millstadt Township owns the surface of the road.  Schaefer asked if someone wanted something special like reduced tap-in fees should they get with Ehret or the Village; Burk replied tap-in fees would be the Village.  
Randy Burk asked for permission to get the Mayor and the Clerk’s signature on an application to construct the Oak Street water line from Jefferson to Tyler for the grant we received.  Al Lehr made a motion to approve the Oak Street water line grant and was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated all is fine with the waste hauler.  He reported that everyone should have a note on their trash bill that the heavy haul days will be every Wednesday in April.      
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd reported that Cub Scout Pack 622 and Helmets First are having a Bicycle Rodeo on Saturday, May 3, 2008 at St. James Church.  They are requesting that S. Lafayette between W. Washington and W. Madison be closed from 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Todd made a motion to grant the street closure for Cub Scout Pack 622 and Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    
CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr reported that the Village received a letter from Charter Communications stating that there might be problems with the transmission the first two weeks of March due to the position of the sun.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  Mike French reported on Zoning Ordinance #991 for Lee Vogel Ultimate Properties Variance V127.  The hearing was held February 26th by the Zoning Board and all requirements were met and passed.  French made a motion that we accept the Ordinance as presented.  Linda Lehr asked if the Ordinance had to do with the sign and French replied that the total area of the sign is across the front.  Steve Muskopf stated it is for the total area of the sign.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
ANNEXATIONS:  Linda Lehr stated there will be the hearing at the March 17th meeting for the Mark Ehret Jr. property.  

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer reported she received communication from Mike Flynn in regards to the King’s Creek green space.  The deed says it needs to be maintained by the Village and must be used for park purposes only.  The deed was signed by Weldon Harber, Mayor and Tracy Holmes, deputy clerk on April 12, 2005.  Communication was received from Bill Vollmer that he would like to move forward on the Alpine Trails section of the other new park.  Schaefer stated that Bill Vollmer wants to put in a basketball court.  The park in Stonebridge would adjoin the park in Alpine Trails.   
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center Board met last Monday night and currently the income tax service is being offered for those 60 and over through AARP, free of charge.  You must call the center and make an appointment.  The Senior Police Academy will be held this September and is held every other year and has been well attended in the past.  The meals are going well.     

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that Dan Duncan agreed to take the Planning Commission Chairman position for the duration of his term which is two years and two months.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:  

Police Department – Ed Wilkerson stated that there is a concern for a lack of speed limit signs at Mueller Lane by the Briars.  

Emergency Services:  Kristian Bertelsmann stated that Susan Gasser offered to help with communication with the Red Cross.  
OLD BUSINESS:  Ralph Bowley reported that the budget is moving on and we have had three budget meetings.  Tracy Holmes stated that the budget hearing will be the first week in April.  

Bowley stated that the mapping is going well.  One individual complained about Verizon’s infrastructure.  

Linda Lehr mentioned the Grant offered through the IML for Energy Efficient Lighting for public safety buildings.  The engineer from TWM stated that the lighting at the Police Department is as efficient as standards allow so we will not pursue the Grant.  
NEW BUSINESS:  Laura Schaefer announced the Millstadt Community Volunteer Award.   Schaefer stated that Millstadt is a strong volunteering community.  We are growing and would like to think we still value volunteers and wish to cultivate it.  National Volunteer Week is April 27 thru May 3.  Linda Lehr asked what the criteria would be for an award.  Schaefer found applications for nominations and stated it is opened for discussion and ideas.  Linda Lehr stated that a lot of events wouldn’t happen without volunteers.  Schaefer asked who would volunteer to be on the committee.  Mike French and Linda Lehr stated they would be interested.  Schaefer stated we will not make it for the next National Volunteer Week, but can make it next time.  
Linda Lehr made a motion to go into the Executive Session to discuss personnel and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   

There was a motion to adjourn the Executive Session by Linda Lehr and seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Linda Lehr made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   
________________________________   

________________________________

Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
1

