

VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

February 19, 2008
7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer, and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  
Mike Todd made a motion to approve the February 4, 2008 minutes as presented and was seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMUNICATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE:  Janice Jennings from the St. Clair County Health Department sent a letter to the Village thanking us for participating in the fall telephone book recycling program.  The County collected 33,000 pounds of phone books.  

The Czerniejewski family sent a letter to Chief Wilkerson thanking the Police Department for the bravery of Officer Bill Casto for his assistance in a house fire.    

COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that the budget process is still going on and everyone has submitted their requirements.  Bowley reported that the expense part is done and we will look at the revenue side and try to match them.  The computers are in good shape.  Bowley has reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr stated there will be a brief Executive Session at the end of the meeting.  

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that the new sewer plant is coming along fine.  Al Lehr reported that he received a two year proposed contract from Tim Algire from Testing, Analysis and Control (TAC).  Their contract runs out the end of the month for testing of the sewer and water test analysis.  The contract for the first year is a monthly fee of $3,625/mo. for March 2008 through February 2009 and a monthly fee of $3,750/mo. or a 3.45% increase from March 2009 to March 2010.  Al Lehr reported that Algire stated there should not be any problems with the sewer plant.  There might be more things to do but we will have to wait until the completion of the new sewer plant.  There could be some changes to the contract.  Ralph Bowley asked what the fees are now.  Al Lehr replied that they are about $3,500 a month.  Al Lehr stated that the call out rate is $52.00/hr.   Linda Lehr stated that we wouldn’t know the changes in the contract until the new sewer plant is up and running.  Al Lehr stated that there was a note on the bottom of the contract that they acknowledge that with the new plant start up, there will be some leniency until we understand the amount of time necessary for the operation.  Al Lehr suggested voting on a one year contract instead of the two year.  Al Lehr made a motion to accept TAC’s contract for operating the Millstadt waste/water treatment plant for $3,625/mo. for one year only.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   
WATER:  Al Lehr asked Bruce Nowak if he had any word from the IEPA on the new water tower.  Nowak replied that we are supposed to have a response within two weeks.  
Bruce Nowak stated that he talked to Mark Ehret and he is ready to go.  Mike Flynn stated that he sent him a revised contract.  Mike Todd stated that we have to approve the change from one to five years on the existing houses.  Linda Lehr stated that a five year proposal was never discussed by the Board.  Flynn stated the contract would have to come back before the Board, have a public hearing and the Board would have to vote on it.  Al Lehr stated that we will put the waterline on hold until we hear from Mark Ehret.   Flynn explained the background that Ehret wanted to annex but they wanted the one year provision expanded to five.  Flynn informed Mr. Ehret that he would need to discuss this with the Board and Mayor.  The Mayor had already given Flynn permission to revise the contract to five years and send it to Mr. Ehret.  Flynn complied and has not heard back from Mr. Ehret at this time.  Linda Lehr stated that we need to be mindful of the process.  Mike Todd stated that he and Al Lehr talked and they did not have a problem increasing it to five years on existing houses.  Bowley and Nowak agreed.  Linda Lehr stated that in terms of the Village revenue, water is a revenue maker for this town and the current rate is $3K for a tap out of town.  She expressed concern on the upcoming costs of the Village.  She thinks by making a five year agreement with Ehret the Village is giving away too much.  Mike Todd stated that we would be out $28K plus some engineering on a $285K line they are giving us.  In addition, he thinks the revenue it will generate should be considered.  Bowley did not see a conflict there.  Linda Lehr stated that if we make special concessions for situations, which have been done in the past, we can get our municipality in trouble.  Bowley asked Linda Lehr that when we pay $250K to put the water line there and collect $3K for each tap what she thought that would set us back.   Now we are spending $50K and we are getting back $2K for each tap instead of $3K and we are going to collect from the water.  Bowley stated to look at each project on its own merit.  Linda Lehr stated we also have a policy whereby we say the Village owns water lines and the Village gets the water taps and no private individual does.  Todd and Bowley stated that this will be the Village’s water line.  Linda Lehr stated that we are giving a cut of our revenue of $28K to a private party.  Bowley stated we are getting assets worth $200K.  Don Traiteur asked if we did the same thing at Stonebridge and the same on Kropp Road.  You offset the amount of the taps for those that signed on in the beginning and the longer they waited, the more the tap costs.  Mike Todd stated that Kropp Road is not comparable because we paid for the water main.  Linda Lehr again stated her concerns.  Bowley stated this is a win-win situation for us.  

PUBLIC BLDGS., MAINT. AND EQUIPMENT:  Mike Todd reported that ceilings were installed in the shed.  
CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr reported that Mike Flynn sent correspondence about our response on the proposed ordinances for the Illinois Cable and Video Competition Law.  The Board was asked to review them at our last meeting.  Linda Lehr stated that she had a suggestion to consolidate the ordinances.  Flynn stated they are recommended as two separate ordinances and to go with what they recommend.  Ralph Bowley asked if the State is coming up with statutes or does every community have to do their own.  Flynn stated this is the Illinois Municipal League model ordinance.  Linda Lehr stated that Belleville has adopted it and maybe a few other municipalities in the area.  Linda Lehr stated that our contract is coming up for renewal with Charter this fall and these would not impact that.  Ralph Bowley stated if they work, we need to do it.  Linda Lehr asked that the ordinances be on the agenda for the next meeting.  Flynn stated he has not looked at the ordinances in terms if they need to be modified to fit the Village of Millstadt.   Flynn stated that his recommendation is that we don’t need the one for engineering but he has not heard back from Randy Burk.  Linda Lehr stated that Burk said he is fine with the engineering ordinance, if the Village wanted it.  Linda Lehr stated that if the Board is in agreement, Mike Flynn should customize the ordinance and put it before the Board for approval.     
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: Mike French reported that we received a response back for our resolution of February 4 regarding closing Rt. 158 during the time of the two homecoming parades.  
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer stated that she received a call from Scout Jamie Klein and he is looking to do a project for the park this year.  The Park Board put together a list of some activities/projects and he will let us know what he is interested in doing.  The project has to be completed by November.  
Schaefer reported that we received a request from the Millstadt Sports Association asking for sponsorship for the four and five year olds for T-ball and six years olds will be participating in the coach pitch.  We have in the past sponsored $200 to put the Millstadt name on their shirts.  Schaefer made a motion that we sponsor the Millstadt Sports Association T-ball team for $200 to put the Millstadt name and logo on their t-shirts and Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Schaefer also stated that the Preserve America Community recognition and grant application deadline is March 1 and we do not meet all the requirements yet.  She suggested pushing the deadline off until June or July.  You have to have completed a recent historic preservation project and the jail and log cabin are not completed.  We also need a resolution passed.  She is going wait until the summer and hopefully the log cabin will be done.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that the Community Center Board will meet next Monday evening, February 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center.  Income tax service preparation is being offered now and you need to call the center to make an appointment and it is free of charge to those 60 or over.  There is a 55 Alive driving class March 13 and 14, from 1:00 to 5:00 each afternoon.  You need to attend the two parts to complete the course.  
PLANNING COMMISSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French reported that there is a Planning Commission meeting tomorrow night, February 20.  The primary agenda item continues to be resolving the chairmanship.  
TIF:  Mike French stated that Wednesday, February 13, 2008 a meeting of the TIF Committee was held at the Village Hall to update the plan for Progressive Properties.  Progressive Properties is the development originally proposed in December of 2003 by Lee Vogel for retail, office space, townhouse apartments, self storage and a restaurant adjacent to the Home Center.  Attendees included Lee Vogel, Jim Kane, Lisa Bowman, Mayor Nowak, Ralph Bowley, Al Lehr, Randy Burk, Steve Muskopf and Mike French.  Lee provided detailed information for four phases of development.  The sales tax revenues directly correlate to TIF fund reimbursements.  Projections were provided by Phase over the duration of the remaining TIF to 2026.  Phase timelines for completion were from 2009 to 2012.  A copy of the update can be provided for the record.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:   
Police Department:  Two part-time police officers were sworn in, Matthew Mason and Bryan Parnell.  Linda Lehr wanted to thank Ed for the Police report that was provided at the last meeting.  The Police Department is sponsoring a Trivia night and silent auction fundraiser for the DARE and Explorer program on March 8 at 7:00 p.m. at St. James Parish Center.  Tickets are available at the door or you can call the Police Department.  
Ambulance Service:  Linda Lehr stated that the ambulance service is now under the fire protection district.  
BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf issued the following building permits:  

Vogel


1 South Illinois St.

Structural Addition
Linnemann

104 W. Washington St.
Commercial Remodel

Czerniejewski

300 Deanewood Drive
Fire Restoration

OLD BUSINESS:  
Ralph Bowley reported that the Mapping process starts tomorrow night at the MCS band room at 6:30 p.m.  The first actual planning session will be February 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the V.F.W. and the next three meetings will be at the Primary Center.     
NEW BUSINESS:  
Linda Lehr provided a letter to send to the City of Kirkwood.  Tracy Holmes stated that we did send a card.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Treasurer’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and was seconded by Ralph Bowley to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Clerk’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Laura Schaefer to accept the Clerk’s Report as presented and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
There was a motion to go into Executive Session by Linda Lehr and seconded by Mike Todd.      The motion carried unanimously.  

There was a motion to adjourn the Executive Session by Linda Lehr and seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT:  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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