VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

FEBRUARY 4, 2008

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Mike French, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, and Mike Todd.  Laura Schaefer was absent.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  
A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Ralph Bowley to approve the January 21, 2008 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated that the budgets are due.  Bowley reported that there will be a meeting this Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. to set up the guidelines and will be looking at the budget concerning computers.  Bowley reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously. 
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr announced a certificate presentation for the Veteran’s recognition program.  Jim Reichert, current Commander of the Millstadt V.F.W. approached the Village previously concerning the program.  Linda Lehr reported that three service men were forwarded to Village office.  Lt. Col. Brush was present for the presentation.   Chris Peter, former Commander of the V.F.W and Charlie Mueth, current President of the American Legion in Millstadt were also present.   Bruce Nowak presented Lt. Col. Brush with a certificate of appreciation.  Lt. Col. Brush retired with 39 years of service in the Air Force.  
Linda Lehr recognized the two that did not attend:  

TSgt. Anthony Parrish, retired with 27 years of service in the Air Force
MSgt. Robert D. Seidlitz, retired with 26 years of service in the Air Force  

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that we received a pay request from Followell Construction for $635,429.51.  This is pay request #9.  Randy Burk stated that the construction is 60% complete and scheduled to be completed by November.  Al Lehr made a motion to pay Followell Construction $635,429.31 and Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Al Lehr reported that there was a broken pipe at the sewer plant and that Followell will fix the pipe temporarily next Monday since it will be torn out once the plant is done.  Al Lehr stated that a letter from the Mayor needs to be sent to Followell Construction.  Al Lehr made a motion to allow Followell to fix the broken pipe at sewer plant.  The motion was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   

Al Lehr reported that Randy Burk had a change order for the sewer plant.  Burk stated that we are doing well with change orders.  The EPA allows $224,190 in change orders, which is 3% of the construction costs and we haven’t made it to 1%.  Burk stated we needed to install a steel beam for the new floor piping.  The manufacturer won the lower bid.  We will save $6K by reusing the existing brush aluminum hand railing.  Burk stated that there was a filter tank in the ground and we had a lot of lines running through there.  We had to pay extra to have the lines adjusted and rerouted.  This change order will be $25,787; that is $6K less for reusing the hand railing.   Burk made a recommendation to pay the change order.  Al Lehr made a recommendation to approve the change order for $25,787 for construction at the new sewer plant.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
WATER:  Al Lehr reported that Bruce Nowak received a call from Senator Luechtefeld on the water tower.  Nowak stated that he did get the call and also a call from the IEPA and they want to have a conference with TWM that he plans to attend.  Nowak will give the details at the next meeting.  Burk stated that Thursday would be good for the conference call.  Don Traiteur stated that E. Laurel will be closed until the sewer line construction is finished.  
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated all is fine with the new waste hauler.  
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated that the Commercial Club wants to close Legion Drive from 8-28-08 to 9-1-08 for the homecoming picnic.  Todd made a motion that we close the street for those dates.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Todd also reported that in the Truck Access Route Program (TARP) we were granted $64,800.  The total construction cost estimate would be $1,034,856.25.  After the money from the TARP funds, our cost would be $970,056.25.  Todd stated that at this time, with our budget, we are not capable of doing something like this.  Randy Burk stated if they allow you, you can look into oil and chip instead of concrete and that would bring the costs down considerably.  Burk provided copies of what was included in the $1M cost estimate and they have to know by July 1, 2008.  Bruce Nowak stated that we take 30 days to look around and see if any dollars were left.  Todd decided to table the TARP grant at this time.  

Linda Lehr asked about the sidewalk grants.  Mike Todd stated that the contract signing will be in a couple of weeks, they are waiting for better weather.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr stated that the Village received a copy of a letter that all the Charter subscribers to cable services received noting some changes in the high definition television programming and a laundry list on how those changes will be modified or updated depending on each individual service.  Linda Lehr provided copies of several model ordinances that the Illinois Municipal League is recommending to municipalities to pass.  The premise of this is that the State of Illinois passed legislation to allow competition throughout the State.  Linda Lehr stated that right now Charter Communications is the only service available in town and AT&T is now moving to certain parts of the State based on this legislation.  Linda Lehr asked the Board to review the Ordinances and that our attorney Mike Flynn recommended that we do pass each of these.  Linda Lehr gave examples of the details.  Randy Burk suggested improving the language on the installation of lines.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  Mike French reported that we have a Homecoming Street Resolution to authorize the closing of Rt. 158 from Main Street to Jefferson from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. on August 30, 2008 and 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on August 31, 2008 for the homecoming.  French stated that it does require a permit from the State.  French made a motion to receive the permit for the closure of Rt.158 based on the Homecoming Resolution.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
ANNEXATIONS:  Linda Lehr stated that they are gathering information for property owners for an informational/educational meeting regarding annexations for the south and west of town.  The date, time and location are to be determined.  

CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that he received a bid for the lawn service at the Millstadt Cemetery from Don Sisk.  Sisk has been cutting the cemetery lawn for the last four years.  Al Lehr stated that Sisk’s bid was for $9,195 for 2008 and we did not have to go out for bids since it was under $10K.  Ralph Bowley asked how much it was in 2007; he thought it was $7K or $8K.  Several Board members stated that he has done a good job in the past.  Al Lehr made a motion to award the contract to Don Sisk for $9,195 for the 2008 lawn season for the Millstadt Cemetery.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the Community Center Board met last Monday night.  There is an income tax service being offered for those 60 and over through AARP, free of charge.  You must call the center and make an appointment.  There will be a 55 Alive driving class offered March 13 and 14 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day. That too is offered through AARP.  You must complete both parts to receive a discount on your insurance.  Tomorrow the Center will be closed for Election Day.  Linda Lehr stated that meals are going up ten cents.   They are catered through IGA and their costs are going up.  The next Community Center Board meeting will be February 25.  

PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that the Planning Commission members have agreed to recommend the appointment of Charles Butzinger to fill the commission vacancy.  He is available to accept the position.  French made a motion to appoint Charles Butzinger as the fifth Planning Commissioner.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  Linda Lehr asked if he would take the chair position.  French stated that is still to be determined; he has had some discussion with Dan Duncan who is a likely candidate.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:  

Police Department – Ed Wilkerson submitted the annual report with the Police Department’s activity.  Linda Lehr asked about the Triva Night and Silent Auction.  She stated that according to the flyer, it is scheduled for March 8, on a Saturday evening and it is a fund raiser for the DARE and Explorers programs.  Linda Lehr also stated that the DARE program gets no Village funds; the programs operate on donations and fund raising activities.  
Fire Department – Bruce Nowak stated that the Fire Department is having their annual meeting at the Columbus Club on Friday, February 8.  Happy Hour will start at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7:30 p.m.  Immediately following the meeting, a hot meal will be served.  You are all invited.    

Linda Lehr stated that there is a grant opportunity through the Illinois Municipal League on energy efficient lighting for public safety buildings which in our town the Police Department, Ambulance and Fire Department buildings would qualify.  The Village Hall would not qualify.  The dead line for applying would be March 14, 2008.  Linda Lehr stated it did not look too involved, but we would have to get an electrical engineer involved to estimate how much savings there are in Kilowatts.  Randy Burk stated he knew a person that would donate that service and will look into this for us.  Linda Lehr stated this would be for the Village Police Department building.  Linda Lehr would pass on the information to the Ambulance and Fire Department since they would submit this through the fire district.     

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf issued the following building permit:  

Schaefer Construction

913 Hamburg Lane

Single Family Residence
OLD BUSINESS:  
Ralph Bowley asked about the Community Center Agreement.  Linda Lehr responded that at the meeting last week the Village Board representative in attendance asked the Township Supervisor  to come up with the costs that the Township pays by the end of February.  Tracy then can come up with what the Village pays.  
Mike Todd stated that he received phone calls from people wanting water on Urbana, one was on Executive Drive where they are building a new house and were going to dig a well.  Todd asked if there was any word from Ehret.  Bruce Nowak stated he has not heard from them.   Randy Burk stated Ehret was going to sign a pre-annexation agreement.  Burk will try to contact Ehret.  Todd asked if anything was sent to Mike Flynn.  Nowak stated that Flynn still needs the agreement and Ehret has not answered Flynn or anyone.  Burk stated only problem that he knows is that Ehret asked if they could use 10 inch instead of 8 inch and he said that is OK.  

Tracy Holmes stated that we changed the locks and asked if anyone has heard from anyone for the election tomorrow.  She stated that someone usually picks up the keys.  Linda Lehr suggested that someone call one of the Election Judges after this meeting.   

NEW BUSINESS:  

Linda Lehr reported that Ameren is proposing rate hikes.  There will be a public hearing that you can express your concerns on Wednesday, February 13, at the Belleville City Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  Linda Lehr stated that Ameren has different divisions throughout Illinois and ours is slated for the highest increase request at 8.5%.  
ADJOURNMENT:  Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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Bruce Nowak, President
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