VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

JANUARY 7, 2008

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer and Mike Todd.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  
Bruce Nowak nominated Mike French as Trustee replacing Milton Touchette.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to accept the nomination of Mike French as Trustee.  Mike Todd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  French was sworn by the Village Clerk.   Mike French was added to the roll call.  
A motion was made by Laura Schaefer and seconded by Mike Todd to approve the 
December 17, 2007 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley stated he reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr stated that there will be an Executive Session towards the end of the meeting to discuss personnel matters.       

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr stated that all is well at the new sewer plant.  Al Lehr reported that the Village received pay request #8 from Followell Construction for the new sewer plant for $569,229.93.  
Randy Burk stated that Followell is a little more than half way done with the construction and we are holding $377K or 10% of each pay request until they get 50% completed.  The percentage goes down until completed.  Burk stated that the time line for completion will be this summer. 

Al Lehr made a motion to pay the request and Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

WATER:  Al Lehr reported that there was a water leak the Sunday before Christmas and it has been taken care of.   
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated all is fine with the new waste hauler.  
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated that the Township grant bids for the sidewalks were opened on December 20th.  We had eight bidders and the low bid was from  Rite Way for $56,123.80 and they will be awarded the project.  Todd mentioned that we lock in the price for the sidewalks for one year.  Todd made a motion to take up to $40K from the motor
fuel tax for this fiscal year to use for repairs or replacements to sidewalks around town at the locked in price.  Todd stated that they might not use that much but we are comfortable with $40K.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr stated that the franchise agreement from Charter Communications is due for renewal in September of this year.  She asked the Board if they had any items they want included in the agreement to let her know.  Linda Lehr gave an example; we get 3% of the revenue and the market in other municipalities is 5%, so she will address that.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  

Ralph Bowley presented Ordinance No. 989 an Ordinance amending Chapter 10 (General Provisions) of the municipal code of the Village of Millstadt by adding Section 10.20 (fee for deceptive payment).  He stated basically we are instituting a $25.00 fee for checks and on-line payments to the Village that do not clear in addition to the unpaid fee, charge or expense and any other costs, charges, fees and interest required by ordinance or other law.  Linda Lehr asked if this was accumulative and Tracy Holmes responded that generally they ask for cash.  Bowley made a motion to pass Ordinance No. 989 and Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Ralph Bowley opened for discussion Resolution 08-10 for the Implementation of E-pay for payment of municipal bills at the Village Hall.  Bowley stated we can go on to the Illinois E-pay system and consumers can pay bills on line at no charge to the Village.  The consumer will pay the convenience fee for credit card charges.  Bowley stated that there is an initial $500 one-time module fee and $5.00/month.  Linda Lehr asked questions concerning the set up.  Tracy Holmes explained the process and fees.  Ralph Bowley made a motion to pass the resolution for the implementation of E-pay for payment of bills at the Village Hall 08-10 and Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Ralph Bowley presented Ordinance No. 990 Ordinance to Amend Chapter 92 (Cemeteries) of the Revised Ordinance of the Village of Millstadt, Illinois.  There shall be an extra charge of $150.00 for services arriving at the cemetery later than one hour after the scheduled arrival time.  Bowley stated we have had problems waiting for a couple of hours because services carried on longer.  Bowley stated we have to pay our people to stay there.  Bowley made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 990 and Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Ralph Bowley announced the 100th Birthday of Mount Evergreen Cemetery.  The Village Clerk read the Resolution.  Bowley made a motion to pass the resolution celebrating a Happy Birthday to Mount Evergreen Cemetery.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ANNEXATIONS:  Linda Lehr stated that they are looking at having one to two more informational meetings in the future.     
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer reported that there will be a Park Board meeting January 24, here at 7:30.   
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that he and Tracy Holmes originated the birthday recognition of the Mount Evergreen Cemetery.   The Mayor thanked them for their effort.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated the meals are still going strong.  The next Community Center Board Meeting will be Monday, January 28 at 7:30 p.m. at the center.    
PLANNING COMMISSION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mike French stated that the next meeting is on January 22nd and there is a vacancy.  
TIF:  Bowley stated that there is a balance of $179,329.98.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:  

Police Department – Linda Lehr asked if the grant for the new police car that was discussed at the last meeting has a time limit.  Ed Wilkerson responded that it has to be used this year.  
BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf issued the following building permits:  

Carl Werner

33 Josiah Lane

Single Family Residence
Milton Touchette Jr.
319 W. Laurel 
Commercial Remodel 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Bowley reported that the Mapping Committee will meet January 14 at 6:30 p.m. here at the Village Hall.  Laura Schaefer asked who was on the committee.  Bowley stated that he was along Bruce Nowak, Deb Guenther, John Baltz, Don Mertz, Mike Todd, Mike French and Mike Wegescheide.   The actual first meeting will be on Thursday, February 28 at 6:30 p.m.  The people of Western Illinois will be starting the mapping process at the February meeting.  This will be the first of four sessions.  Sponsorship letters will be sent out to the businesses.  Bowley will get with Randy Burk on the documentation needed for future sessions.  
Randy Burk reported that Smithton went to the Area Wide Management Coordinating Board and rewrote their legal description that they would not take their facility planning area beyond Millstadt Township.   

NEW BUSINESS:  
Bowley stated that the agreement with the Community Center from year 2000 needs to be more defined on what the Village and the Township pays.  Bowley stated that the tax payers in the Village pay a Township tax and that fee covers our portion.  Linda Lehr stated she will get a copy for all committee members and that it is the original intergovernmental agreement that goes back to 1996.  Bowley stated this needs to be looked at before the budgeting starts.  
Bruce Nowak stated that Township recycling is Saturday, January 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 10 a.m. and it is our turn to volunteer.  Don Traiteur and Ed Wilkerson will ask their departments for volunteers.  Five people of the Village meeting volunteered.  
Tracy Holmes stated that we received a letter from the Millstadt PTA asking for a pool pass donation for their annual auction on April 12, 2008.  Linda Lehr made a motion to donate, as we have historically done, a family pool pass to the MCS auction for its 2008 auction.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Ralph Bowley reported that the tentative dates for the Mapping Sessions are on Thursdays, February 28, March 13 and 27, and April 10, 2008.  All these are 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Mike French stated that there is a vacancy for the Chairman on the Planning Commission and to give him the name if anyone is interested.  

Laura Schaefer asked Randy Burk to speak concerning the letter he sent to Siemens Water Technology concerning the time they spent on a bid for the new sewer plant.  Burk stated the letter the Board had did have a sentence missing.  Burk stated that Siemens is complaining about the time and effort they spent on bids and that no equipment was provided by Siemens.  Burk and Tracy Holmes stated that Siemens is going after Followell, not the Village.  

Linda Lehr made a motion that the Village Board go into an Executive Session and was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Linda Lehr made a motion to close the Executive Session and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the general Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr. The motion carried unanimously.   
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Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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