VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

NOVEMBER 5, 2007
7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer, Mike Todd and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  
A motion was made by Laura Schaefer and seconded by Mike Todd to approve the 
October 15, 2007 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley asked the Board to start looking at next year’s budgets.  Bowley stated he reviewed the bills and made a motion to approve the bills.  The motion was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr stated that there will be an Executive Session towards the end of the meeting to discuss personnel matters.       

PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Randy Burk presented a pay request for the sewer plant of $443,025.07.   Burk stated he reviewed the pay items and they are all reasonable and suggested that the Board make a motion to pay it.  This brings a total of $2.5M, retaining $250,000 and they have another $5.4M of work to go.  Al Lehr made a motion to approve the payment #6 to Followell Construction for the new sewer plant for $443,025.07.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Al Lehr opened a discussion on the Notice of Award for the cover up storm sewer.  Thirteen bids were submitted.   J. Flowers Equipment won the bid for $229,283.10.  Al Lehr made a motion to award the contract to J. Flowers Equipment for $229,283.10 for the Polk Street storm sewer drainage and Blackburn Manor.  The motion was seconded by Mike Todd.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Brian Bowman commented on the equipment requested for the new sewer plant.  The price was around $15K.  The IEPA does not require the new equipment but in house testing is nice to have and the Village is spending a lot of money to upgrade the plant.  Laura Schaefer asked the benefits to the Village.  Bowman stated that if you have someone else do the testing, that person would have to take the testing off site and the results would be faster and less errors if done in house.  Bowman stated there is no extra charge to take off site.  Touchette asked if water would still have to go to the lab.  Brian responded that only the drinking water would be taken to the lab.  Bruce Nowak commented that we are spending $7.5M to put a new plant in so $15K is not a lot to have it equipped.  Al Lehr stated that if the IEPA inspected us we would have state of the art equipment and get a better rating.  Linda Lehr asked if new equipment would give us a better quality process.   Bowman stated the scale is getting old and you don’t want to read wrong numbers and the ammonia probes are getting old and will need to be replaced soon.  Linda Lehr asked if $15K was spent, how we would pay for the equipment.  Al Lehr and Bowley stated that it would be included in next year’s sewer budget.  Bowman is looking at lower priced equipment.    
WATER: Al Lehr stated that the fire hydrant report is finished and has been turned over to the fire department.  Don Traiteur stated that a contractor’s skid loader hit one of the fire hydrants.  Al Lehr stated that there were three water breaks in the last three weeks and they have been taken care of.  Randy Burk stated that the IEPA is finishing paper work for the new water tower this month.  Burk stated that we received a letter from the Illinois Historical Preservation stating we cannot tear down the old water tower.  They do not suggest we keep using it, just maintain as a part of history.     
REFUSE: Al Lehr stated all is fine with the new waste hauler.  
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS: Mike Todd stated that bids should go out in November for the sidewalks for the Township Grants for Jefferson through East Laurel.   
BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT:  Todd stated that the leaf vac is up and running and seems to be doing good.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr stated the Village received correspondence from Charter Communications stating that each subscriber will get a notice in their November billing on price changes.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
Milton Touchette opened a discussion on Ordinance #985 to amend Chapter 52 (Water).  This is for the 3:00 shut off that we discussed last time.  Touchette made a motion to approve Ordinance #985.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Touchette opened a discussion on Ordinance #986 to amend Chapter 77 for stop signs.  Stop intersections include Superior Street Manor Lane, Inferior Street Veranda Court, Superior Street Blackburn Manor, Inferior Street Birch Street; and a multi-stop intersection at Adderly Lane, Briarfest Drive, Admiral Wendt Parkway and Village Green Court.  Touchette made a motion to approve #986.  The motion was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Touchette opened a discussion on Ordinance #987, a Zoning Ordinance in case no. Variance 126 for Jag, Inc. for a variance on the property located at 19 West Washington for a relief from the required parking spaces.  There were no objections to what the contractor wanted to do.  Laura Schaefer mentioned that it was approved with a caveat that is not in the Ordinance.  Tracy Holmes stated that caveats are not written in the Ordinance and that is how Mike Flynn showed her to write it up.  Schaefer questioned why two vs. three apartments would make a difference in parking spaces.  Mike Schneider stated that the Zoning Board thought by having two apartments only four spaces would be needed.  Mike Wegescheide stated that the two apartments would meet the requirements for the parking.  Touchette made a motion to approve Ordinance #987.  The motion was seconded by Ralph Bowley.  The motion carried unanimously.  
ANNEXATIONS:  Linda Lehr stated an annexation meeting was held on Wednesday, October 24 at the Community Center and targeted the folks living along Urbana Road out to Roachtown Road.  There were approximately 60 people in attendance.   
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer reported that on October 27 we had our daffodil planting and was completed in an hour.  Schaefer expressed a special thanks to Linda for contacting St. James youth group and the individuals that helped.  Also thanks to Ralph Schaefer for helping plant 15 new trees at Elm Street and about 35 at the big park, mostly around the walking trails.  Also thanks to the maintenance crew for mulching the trees.  We will have a street tree planning soon.  Schaefer mentioned that Frank Kent from the Drum and Bugle Core would like preliminary approval for a memorial stone along the walking trail in the Nature Park.  Linda Lehr suggested that the Park Board review the request.  Schaefer will get back to the Board with an example.  
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that flags will go up on November 11 for Veteran’s Day.    
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that 298 people received flu shots on November 2 at the Community Center.  The next Board meeting will be Monday, November 26, at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center that is open to the public.   The meals are going well.  Charlotte Mehrtens is anticipating giving her annual report regarding the programs and meals at the next Village Board Meeting.  

TIF:  Milton Touchette stated that he received a letter on the annual TIF meeting that will be held on November 16 at 9:00 a.m. at the Village Hall.  Linda Lehr asked who is the chairman and Touchette stated Mr. Kane was the chairman.  
PUBLIC SAFETY:  Linda Lehr stated that there is a meeting scheduled November 8 here at the Village Hall with the organizations that have security at Village events.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER:  Steve Muskopf issued the following building permits:  

Dawn Fischer

3 East Laurel St.
Sign
William Runzo
548 E. Washington
Sign
Herschel Johnson
3315 Mill Park Ct
Single Family Residence
SLC Construction
405 Briarfest Dr.
Single Family Residence
NEW BUSINESS:  Steve Muskopf stated that he received a request from Ameren for an Electrical Transformer in the alley by the loft apartments on a 6x8 pad that will take up 3 parking spaces west of the building.  The electrical wires will be underground.  Don Traiteur stated that they are asking for an easement in the alley and Ameren is asking for a paper contract from the Village that we will never make them move it.  Ameren has to be 8ft away from the building.  Steve Muskopf stated that there is a telephone cable that goes down the middle of the alley and doesn’t see how we can ever open it for traffic.  Muskopf asked how we should handle preparation of the document, our attorney to draft and bill them or their attorney can draft.  Burk suggested making a condition in the agreement as long as the building is there instead for the wording forever.  

Bruce Nowak opened a discussion on the Smithton FPA sewer district.   Ray Klein introduced himself along with Joe Boeving and Eric Benedict as Smithton Trustees.  Klein wanted to compliment the Village’s Police Department for doing a good job on a search and rescue in Floraville on October 6.  Klein stated that they did not know there was a problem between Smithton and Millstadt with the boundary lines.  Klein stated that the Smithton Mayor spoke to Mayor Nowak and there was an agreement on the boundary lines and that Smithton will do what Millstadt wants them to do.  Klein met with Mayor Nowak and Randy Burk last week on changing the lines that would go along the Township line road, north of Douglas to Etling Road and on to Floraville-Patterborn highway.  Klein stated that they spoke to Freeburg and Waterloo and they have no boundary problems with their areas.  There are problems with Belleville going up to Schmidt Lane.  Klein stated that they would like to work out the differences.  Nowak asked  if  Klein was going to discuss with the Millstadt Township, Klein stated no.  Klein stated they are building one new plant that can handle 18,000 people.  Burk stated Smithton had no idea that they were so close to the Millstadt boundary.  Linda Lehr asked if it was documented with the AMC Board for Waterloo and Freeburg; Joe Boeving stated yes.  Burk stated it comes down to planning and what Millstadt wants for the future.  Nowak stated that we need to update our FPA.  Burk stated that EPA will have the final word.  Tracy Holmes asked if the feasibility study included those customers in the planning for the new sewer plant and Burk replied that the plan was to go out to Roachtown Road and a little beyond.  Linda Lehr and Randy Bowley stated that the Township line looks like a logical line.  Klein stated they need to know in a letter by the first Wednesday in January what Millstadt proposes.  The subject is put on hold until the next Planning Commission meeting.  Nowak stated that we should know by the second week of December after the Planning Commission meeting and will get in touch with Klein.  
CITIZENS INPUT AND COMMENTS:  Al Lehr stated that the Weihnachtsfest uses the Village’s insurance.  Al Lehr mentioned that the Sister City is sponsor of Millstadt Village.  Al Lehr made a motion that they use our insurance for the Weihnachtsfest which is the first Sunday in December.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.     

Linda Lehr made a motion that the Village Board go into an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and was seconded by Milton Touchette.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Linda Lehr made a motion to adjourn the Executive Session and was seconded by Laura Schaefer.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Tracy asked if the vote on the Sister Cities using our insurance was for general liability or dram shot or our liquor license or all three.  Tracy stated last year the Weihnachtsfest was held at St. James and that was an emergency because of the ice storm.  Al Lehr stated it will be held at St. James permanently.  Holmes asked who is getting the liquor license and the dram shot because that used to go through the VFW and St. James does not have a permanent liquor license or dram shot.  Holmes asked if the use of the general liability was approved.  Ralph Bowley stated it was for the use of liability insurance.  Bowley stated that the liquor license can be gotten through St. James for an event and one day dram shot.  Holmes stated that when she contacted the insurance agent, she told her that unless the Village is taking 50% of the proceeds or more, we are not covered for liability.  Holmes asked that someone else should speak to the insurance agent because the insurance agent says one thing and Otto says another.  Randy Burk stated that he does not think that St. James insurance will cover them.  Holmes explained to the insurance agent that they are a governmental agency because we signed this agreement that we will have a Sister City and the insurance agent asked if we get 50% of the proceeds.  Touchette stated that we should take 50% of the proceeds and give it back as a donation.  Holmes thought that Sister Cities should have their own insurance.  Al Lehr will ask Otto if Sister City International has insurance and Nowak will talk to our insurance company.  Linda Lehr asked that Holmes give a copy of the agreement to Bruce Nowak.  
Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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