VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

SEPTEMBER 4, 2007
7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, and Laura Schaefer.  Ralph Bowley, Mike Todd and   Milton Touchette were absent.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  
A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded Laura Schaefer to approve the August 20, 2007 minutes after the statement “The combined sewer system needs to be separated into sanitary and storm water sewers.” was omitted.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Laura Schaefer stated that Ralph Bowley had reviewed the bills and recommend that they be paid as presented.  Laura Schaefer made a motion that the bills be approved.  Al Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Bowley also asked Schaefer to mention that the Board should start considering budget items for April.  
PERSONNEL:  Linda Lehr stated the Executive Session was postponed due to the absence of three trustees until the next Village Board meeting September 17, 2007.         
PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER:  Al Lehr reported that there was a sewer back up in Kings Creek and another house under construction in Kings Creek.  Bruce Nowak questioned if Barcom was connected to that particular lift station and Don Traiteur stated that it was not.   Traiteur will give a written report to the Mayor.  Randy Burk presented a pay request for work completed at the sewer plant for $369,498.16.  Burk reviewed the work done and it matches what they are requesting.  Al Lehr made a motion to approve the sewer plant contractor’s request for $369,498.16.  Burk stated that request will be sent to the EPA and that they are on schedule now.  Tracy Holmes stated that the EPA is paid up to date.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Randy Burk explained the three items on a change order.  The existing force main that pumps sewage to the plant was not where it was suppose to be.   It was in the way of the new pump station so they had to bypass the pump which was outside the contract agreement at a cost of $14,200.  The second item was a recommendation to increase the width of the sludge storage canopy at a cost of $2,986.00.  The original design showed the standard size.  The third item is to change to dovetail iron instead of black iron at a cost of $5,724.70.  The total change order request is for $22,910.70.  Burk stated that the EPA figures we are doing well if the change orders are below 3% and we are well below that.  Al Lehr made a motion to except the first change order for three different items for $22,910.70 for the new sewer plant.  Linda Lehr asked Burk if the $229K is part of the Village’s loan and Burk stated that it was.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
WATER:  Randy Burk stated that the EPA has finally sent a review for the water tower project.  There were minimal items questioned.  Randy questioned the Board if they want to do just the water tower or also replace the bad lines, they will fund both.  Bruce Nowak replied that he thought we should get the water tower in and adjust the pressure to accommodate the bad lines until we can get them fixed.  Burk stated that the planning document is good for five years.  Burk stated that larger water lines were installed by developers at various locations.  Burk stated that after the review of EPA questions we can go out for bids and said there is no Grant money, only low interest loans.  Al Lehr stated that the new tower will be 500,000 gallons.  Burk questioned if the Village would want to look into saving the existing tower.  Al Lehr stated we would look into that when we get there.  Burk stated that this was accomplished because of the Mayor’s follow up.  
Barb Sparkman opened a discussion on summer watering and her high bill when she watered her lawn.  Sparkman said that she and other residents are interested in installing a separate meter, at their expense, to monitor water that is not going through the treatment plant.  She was asking for a fair assessment, charge for what is real and not to inadvertently charge a blanket rate.  Randy Burk stated that the treatment plant is a fixed cost and if you bypass the plant you still have to pay as much now because the sewer rates will be raised.  Randy stated we would have to canvas who would be interested and this would affect the sewer rates for all.  Mrs. Holshouser stated that she brought this issue up several months ago and would like a process that would benefit those that want to install a separate meter.   Bruce Nowak said we will table the discussion for now and take the issue to engineering and will publish the results.  Ron Courtney mentioned a separate meter for new construction or existing that would be for outside water use.  Linda Lehr asked if Burk had experience on meters.  He stated it is just a water meter that is not tied to the house.  
REFUSE: Dan Weaver stated that Central Waste will be going out of business and he will take over their routes.  Weaver stated that Central Waste lost money every month with Millstadt and New Athens.  Bruce Nowak asked for a bid from Weaver and stated that the Village will have to go out for bids.  Linda Lehr questioned if the Village was aware that Central Waste was going out of business.  Nowak stated there was discussion but no official notice.  Weaver stated there was two more weeks left on the rental trucks and trash will be picked up for a couple of weeks from Central Waste.  Laura Schaefer questioned Weaver if he managed another waste management company prior to this and he stated he has not.  Al Lehr stated that in our contract they have to give us a 60 day notice and we have to give them a 60 day notice.  Tracy Holmes brought up the dumpster pickups owned by Central Waste.  The heavy haul day will be put off in October.  Al Lehr made a motion to go out for bids in the News Democrat for a new waste treatment pickup.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Weaver stated that he believes Carol will leave the Central Waste dumpsters until they are replaced.  Laura Schaefer asked Weaver to ask the people picking up the trash to count the dumpsters.   Don Traiteur will also count the dumpsters.  
STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS:  Brent Sommerfield from the Jaycees requested permission to close off Legion Drive and North Main Street on September 28 and 29 for the Millstock Musical Festival.  A motion was made to approve the road closure for Legion Drive and North Main Street on September 28 and 29 for the Jaycees Millstock Musical Festival by Laura Schaefer and was seconded by Linda Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Weldon Harber requested permission for the Ainad Shriners to hold their Annual Paper Crusade.   Al Lehr made a motion to allow the Shriners’ request to have their Annual Paper Crusade on Saturday, September 29 and a rain date of Saturday, October 6 from 7 a.m. to 12 noon at the 4 way stop intersection of 158 and 163.  Linda Lehr seconded by the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The Schlachtfest road closures were discussed.  Al Lehr made a motion to close the streets West Madison from Lafayettee to Tyler and Lafayette from Washington to West Madison for the Schlachtfest.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.        

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr reported that a Village resident was charged for service and equipment she did not have.  This was taken care of through Charter’s customer service.   
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  Laura Schaefer opened a discussion on a Draft of Ordinance #979 to amend Chapter 154 (Electric Code) and Chapter 155 (Plumbing Code) and Ordinance #980 to amend Chapter 150 (Building Regulations).  Steve Muskopf stated that these are updates to the code that the county is currently enforcing.  Nothing will change with the new construction inspection program.  The property maintenance code is for existing property.  Those inspections will be made on a change of occupancy, but only required to have one per calendar year.  Hopefully the final Ordinances will be presented at the next meeting.  
ANNEXATIONS:  Linda Lehr stated that there will be an open educational annexation meeting on Thursday, September 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center.    Letters have been sent out to residents.  Laura Schaefer asked what streets were included in the invite.  Linda Lehr stated they were out towards 158, including Buffwood to Roach Town and Frank Scott Parkway and a little bit out on Urbana.  Schaefer stated some did not receive a letter.   Linda Lehr said they are going to review the list again because she knows there are errors on the county’s list they used.   Linda Lehr stated it is an open meeting and anyone can attend.  
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION:  Laura Schaefer reported that pool closed on Saturday.  Rich will have some needs for next year and she will look at those over the winter.  The roof was completed on the log cabin over the weekend.  There will not be a Park Board meeting in September because of the plantings coming up.  Tracy Holmes stated that the Biathlon will be Sunday at 8:00.  Holmes stated there are a record number of people volunteering.  
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that he received a request to put a fence around the dirt pile and for planting trees.  Laura Schaefer stated that she did order trees and some can be planted in the cemetery.  
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that there will be Flu shots on Friday, November 2, 2007.  They are open to anyone; call and make an appointment.  The cost is $25.00 per shot.  If you are Medicare eligible, the shots will be covered by Medicare.  There will be a Rules of Road class at the end of October.  Linda Lehr stated she will have the exact date by the next Board meeting.     
PUBLIC SAFETY:  
PLANNING COMMISSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Laura Schaefer reported that she ordered a free CD from the Masonry Advisory Council on case studies, sample ordinances, presentations, etc.  She will pass it around if anyone is interested.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Elmer Hettenhausen from the Fire Department asked that as new developments come into Millstadt we need to make sure that the Fire Department is signing off on the plots.   At a recent fire in Kings Creek the trucks were not able to turn around.       
OLD BUSINESS:  Laura Schaefer mentioned to the Board that we did not receive a report from Chris Stone.  Bruce Nowak will follow up.  
NEW BUSINESS: Jim Reichert, VFW Commander from VFW Post 798, identified a program started by Tom Smith in Waterloo, recognizing active duty military personnel at their city council meetings.  Mr. Reichert provided copies of the commendation and citation that are given to the personnel that were signed by the Waterloo Mayor.  He stated that the VFW does recognize the military personnel and is asking for the community to get behind these people.  Linda Lehr stated she felt it was an excellent idea if the Board is in agreement.  Mr. Reichert stated that we would get the names from the community.  He stated Columbia has a short message on the water bills.  We can do a direct mailing, put in our local paper or can be added to the Village website.  A service will be held at the VFW on 9-11.  
A motion was made by Al Lehr and was seconded by Laura Schaefer to adjourn the Village Board meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.   

________________________________   

________________________________

Janice Dreyer, Clerk




Bruce Nowak, President
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