VILLAGE OF MILLSTADT
VILLAGE HALL

MAY 21, 2007

7:30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following trustees answering to roll call:  Ralph Bowley, Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Laura Schaefer, Mike Todd and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.  

A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Ralph Bowley to approve the May 7, 2007 minutes with the amendment to the statement that Quality Testing and Engineering will be performing soil testing instead of water testing at the Community Center property.    

COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS AND COMPUTERS:  Ralph Bowley has reviewed the bills and made a motion that the bills be paid and was seconded by Milton Touchette.   The motion carried unanimously.   
Linda Weingartner’s computer in the Village office has been upgraded.  A computer for Bruce Nowak is still in the works.  
PUBLIC WORKS:  
SEWER, WATER, REFUSE, AND MOSQUITO CONTROL:  Al Lehr stated that Brian Bowman is working on the fire hydrant report and will present the report within the next two board meetings.  Tracy Holmes reported that some people on Kropp Road are still tapping in the water line at the old rate of $1,200 which is lower than the $2,000 city rate and needs to be voted on.  Bruce Nowak stated he would contact Burk concerning the current agreement wording.  Holmes reported that the people on Kropp Road are signing preannexation agreements as they hook on.  Al Lehr stated he would look into the tap rate agreement.  
Al Lehr reported that the contractor has been working on moving dirt for the addition to the sewer plant.  Sewer ground breaking ceremony will be on June 8 at 11:00 a.m.  
Al Lehr stated that all employees are qualified for mosquito control.   
CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS:  Linda Lehr reported that all issues with Charter Communications have been addressed.  As discussed in our last meeting, the board was in agreement to extend the franchise agreement with Charter Communications until September 1, 2008 with the same conditions we are currently operating under.   Linda Lehr checked with other municipalities to see what they have negotiated with Charter to see what we can improve on.  A 5% new franchise rate may be possible; we are currently at 3%.  Linda Lehr made a motion to approve Ordinance 972, an Ordinance extending the non-exclusive franchise of Charter Communications Entertainment I, LLC d/b/a Charter Communications in the Village of Millstadt, IL until September 1, 2008.  Laura Schaefer seconded the motion.   The motion carried unanimously.  
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:  Milton Touchette requested that the Homecoming Resolution, that includes street closures for the parade on the Labor Day weekend, be approved.  Ralph Bowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
PARKS, POOL AND RECREATIONS:  Laura Schaefer spoke with Don Traiteur concerning replacing trees.  John Baltz would like the trees replaced in front of the bank.  A Crab Apple tree for $135 each was recommended as an urban street tree.  Milton Touchette suggested maybe planting shrubs instead of trees.  Schaefer commented that there were complaints with blocking sight with the bulk of shrubs.  Touchette did agree.  Schaefer suggested planting draught tolerant perennials in the parks, empty squares on the road and in front of the Village Hall. The current contract for watering and planting annuals can get pricey.  Linda Lehr suggested getting input from the Park Board what they would like.  Per Schaefer, the first Park Board meeting will be Thursday, May 31 at 7:00 p.m. at Pavilion 5 by the pool.  Schaefer welcomes any suggestions anyone has for any of the parks.  Schaefer stated that there are four species of flowers in bloom at the Nature Park.  
Schaefer reported that the past Maifest went well with beautiful weather and a great turnout.  She stated the bills are not all in yet. She expressed thanks for all that participated and volunteered.  Ralph Bowley suggested giving Schaefer authority to go ahead to take care of the trees and perennials.  Tracy Holmes mentioned that the pool opens on Saturday.  Schaefer mentioned getting additional letters for the sign ‘Millstadt’ and ‘Pool’.  Bruce Nowak mentioned getting the words painted instead of letters because of theft.  
CEMETERY:  Al Lehr reported that 29 bronze vases were stolen in the past three weeks.  Al Lehr stated they are not Village property and may be covered under individual homeowners’ policies.  Bruce Nowak questioned if the police patrolled the cemetery.  Ed Wilkerson mentioned that the officers patrol as their workload permits.  He stated there is a report on the thefts so homeowners can turn it into their insurance companies.  The local recycling and metal scrap companies have been notified of the theft.    
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Linda Lehr stated that the new windows on the first floor will be installed the first week of June and will take a couple of days to get in.  Lehr stated the cost was previously approved and will be split evenly between the Township and the Village of Millstadt. The air conditioner bids were obtained and that has been replaced as well.  The minivan is still out of commission.  The center is making do with the loaner car from Mertz.  
PLANNING COMMISSION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Milton Touchette stated that at the last Planning Commission meeting there was a discussion to creating a minimum masonry standard.  Mike French, from the Planning Commission, suggested forming a committee to discuss putting together an ordinance on the subdivision codes and then bring back to the board for approval.  French stated that as it stands today, we do not have a standard. Mike Flynn stated that the restriction indenture will remain with the property owners.  Flynn stated we do have some restrictions in our zoning and building codes.  Dan Duncan asked what the Zoning Commission can do to enhance the subdivision codes for quality developments.  Touchette and Nowak stated they will be included in the committee.  Nowak requested that a meeting be scheduled to put together an ordinance and ensure it has legal approval.        
PUBLIC SAFETY:  Ed Wilkerson reported that officer Jason Robertson has resigned effective May 27.   He has accepted a full time position with the St. Clair County Sheriff’s department.  Wilkerson stated the grant is for the lowest seniority officer.  The grant would be extended and then apply to his replacement.  Wilkerson stated that a deputy marshal is interested in handling the dog if we did hire that person.  Robertson has offered to stay on a part time basis until we get someone trained to work the streets and then start transitioning the dog over to the new person.  The Sheriff’s department does not have a problem with Robertson’s participation.  Wilkerson questioned Tracy Holmes on the board approving the budget for an additional police officer.  Wilkerson stated we need to get two new police officers.  He also has another officer that may be getting a job with Belleville police department.   

Linda Lehr questioned if the current seat belt enforcement grant is underway.  Wilkerson stated yes and this is the first year we received the speed enforcement grant.  The seat belt enforcement grant will go through June 3.  This is campaign number three and we still have two to go.  Wilkerson stated he has applied for another round of grants for the next fiscal year. Linda Lehr mentioned that the department has conducted these checks for a couple of years and thanked Wilkerson and the rest of the board for submitting these great applications for the safety grants.  Wilkerson stated we get about $20,000 per year to pay officers and for the use of the vehicles.   
NEW BUSINESS: Tracy Holmes stated items in Don Traiteur’s absence.  The items included the motor fuel tax bid letting will be May 29 at 10:00 at the Village Hall.  Also, this Wednesday, May 23, in the Suburban Journal, there is going to be a notice of acceptance for bids for the Village for the skid steer, the construction remodel at the maintenance department and a leaf vac.  All are due by the next meeting, June 4, 5:00 p.m.  

Al Lehr stated for Don Traiteur that he did speak to Ameren and they do not want the banners at the 4 way stop.  Touchette requested that we get more decorative poles to hold our banners and we might be able to get donations from organizations.       

Al Lehr stated that Traiteur had a note from Rick Matecki concerning the condition of his road.   As previously stated, the contractor agreed to repair Matechi’s property.  Bruce Nowak stated that Matecki told him he had a promise from Lee Eckert to oil and chip the road last time they improved the plat.  Nowak will research the records.  

Linda Lehr stated that the Millstadt Historical Society submitted a letter to the Village planning their 2008 calendar.  Last year the Village bought a spot at the bottom of the calendar for a $20 donation.  Laura Schaefer stated that she likes them to post our meetings and events.  Milton Touchette suggested a $40 donation.  Linda Lehr made a motion that the Village purchase $40 for the space on the 2008 Millstadt Historical Society Calendar.  The motion was seconded by Laura Schaefer.   The motion carried unanimously.  
Bruce Nowak addressed the board stating that when you look into projects in your area, look into them like everything is possible, deal with Tracy Holmes and Ralph Bowley to see if there is money.  If grants can not be found, we will work them into the budget but do everything you can for the Village.  Ralph Bowley mentioned that there are grants for everything on the internet.    

Ralph Bowley reported that the American Institute of Architects is starting a new program for Southern Illinois cities for whatever the city wants to do.  They request that you come up with a project and get with an architectural firm.  You would have to pay for the project and if the city gets picked, you get a $5,000 grant.  Bowley stated the cost would outweigh the grant.    

TREASURER’S REPORT:   Tracy Holmes reported that the Treasurer’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Al Lehr to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Linda Lehr questioned if the fire protection fund issues are still being looked at.  Bruce Nowak stated yes, the President of the district has a couple of things to get handled and as soon as it is all legal they get their money.  Linda Lehr seconded the motion to approve the Treasurer’s report.  The motion carried unanimously.  
CLERK’S REPORT:  Tracy Holmes reported that the Clerk’s Report has been submitted for review.  Linda Lehr made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report as presented.  Milton Touchette seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS INPUT AND COMMENTS:  
Lee Vogel, along with Curt Sonnenburg and Steve Ward requested assistance in getting Village approval for improvements to the entrance lighting and road repairs in the Briars subdivision.  

Vogel stated that for the entrances, if other materials were used besides oil and chip, the Association would assist with the costs.  Bruce Nowak stated that Don Traiteur would be the contact.  Milton Touchette suggested putting their request in writing for review.  Vogel left pictures with Mike Todd and stated he would be the contact for the Association.  Bruce Nowak said that he and Don Traiteur visited the site.  Vogel stated that one of the homeowners owns Helitech and is working to put a proposal together.  Vogel stated he is certified for concrete work and will pave at a cost basis. Nowak stated that since the costs would be over $10,000 we would have to go out and get bids. Vogel mentioned the Association is willing to allow it to happen in different stages.   
Curtis and Connie Kellogg stated that they attended a Village meeting on August 7, 2006 and presented a problem on their road flooding back then and the problem still exists.  Kellogg contacted Josiah Development and they stated that they met with the City of Millstadt and that all the drainage is proper and correct according to the plats.  Kellogg stated that their road is actually below their drainage ditch.  Bruce Nowak questioned if it was a private road.  Kellogg went to the city, county, the township and everybody claims it is a private road but if you talk to the people who survey the road, they say it is in the city limits and they put stakes down part of the road to show where the city limit stops.  Kellogg spoke with Matt Holland, the main developer and in a conversation TWM told him that there were no problems.  Nowak stated that at this time we have no recourse but to get a hold of the contractor and talk to Steve Muskopf and get in touch with the people at TWM.  Connie Kellogg requests to physically meet with Steve Muskopf and Randy Burk on the road.  Nowak agreed to find out who owns the road and see what they can do.  Nowak stated that he was told it was private and he could see the problem when he drove on it.  Nowak will be in contact with the Kelloggs when he has some information.  Linda Lehr asked Curtis Kellogg who did the original survey.  Kellogg did not know who did the survey but had a copy of the plat from St. Clair County courthouse that as far as they can tell it is recorded as a private road.  Nowak agreed to gather information and see what can be done legally.   
Ralph Bowley made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Al Lehr.  The motion carried unanimously.  
_________________________________   

________________________________

Janice Dreyer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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