Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

April 16, 2007

7:15pm

The budget hearing was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth and Larry Toenjes.  Milton Touchette arrived late and Mike O’Donnell was absent.  

Toenjes reported that less time was needed to create the annual budget thanks to the coordination of Tracy Holmes.  Toenjes stated that while the Village has always been a debt free community, which is unique, it would now be in debt due to the new sewer treatment plan and water tower.  Low-interest loans were received for both projects.  Don Traiteur was involved in the budget for the first time and he added some equipment to the budget, such as a new leaf vacuum and a skid steer.  The intent of the board is to continue the leaf pick-up program.  Toenjes stated the audits have always been fine and the Village stays within its means.  Darrell Hampsten asked about the balance in the TIF.  Tracy Holmes stated that $150,000 was for the anticipated cost of the waterline loop.  Toenjes stated that the project with Lee’s was a stormwater project and not a waterline.  Holmes stated there was a resolution passed that said the TIF could borrow money from the sewer fund if the money wasn’t available in the TIF.  Touchette added that the money should be available.  Ralph Bowley stated that while all of the areas are in the black the Village would still have loans for the next 20 years to pay for the water tower and sewer plant.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to close the budget hearing.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The regular meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  Mike O’Donnell was absent.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

Linda Lehr pointed out corrections needed to the April 2nd minutes.  “Repairs” to the Washington St. waterline should have been “replacement.”  Under ordinances and resolutions the Treasurer’s annual compensation would take effect immediately.

A motion was made by Mueth and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the April 2, 2007 minutes as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

Laura Schaefer read a thank you from MCS for the pool pass donated for their annual fundraiser benefit.  

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

On water, Al Lehr reported he received a copy of the plans for the waterline replacements slated for Mill, Monroe, Gooding and Parkview streets.  The lines would be new 6 and 8-inch lines.  Touchette asked where the money was coming from for the waterlines and would the project be paid for through the water fund.  Al Lehr stated the money would be paid through the water fund and loaned from the IEPA.  Linda Lehr asked if there were bids.  Al stated that it was just an estimate for the project and bids would be received later.  Linda Lehr requested to look at the paperwork before voting.  Nowak suggested there would be time due to the pace of the IEPA.  Al Lehr stated that Randy Burk stated the plans needed to be approved of by next week.  Linda Lehr asked for clarification that the approval would be for the plans and the estimated cost of the waterlines.  Nowak stated that it was.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Mueth to approve of the engineering cost estimate and construction plans for the waterlines.  The motion carried unanimously.

On sewer, Al Lehr reported the treatment plant plans should be back next week for approval in May.  Randy Burk has been calling the IEPA weekly to remind them of the plans.  Renee La Bruyere overviewed the contract Quality Testing provided, which would cover the hourly cost of concrete, soil compaction and asphalt testing.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the contract with Quality Testing.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Al Lehr also reported the lagoon would be drained soon. 

James Jones, Operational Manager of Central Waste stated the he was in attendance to resolve some of the issues the board has had with the company.  Jones stated he has been in waste management for 27 years and has performed maintenance problems, dispatch, been a driver and office duties.  Jones has been with CW for 45 days.  Jones stated that he tries to take care of reported problems within an hour of the report.  He calls Tracy Holmes every Wednesday to check in with her.  Jones asked to hear complaints.  Wilmer Stiffler stated that he was concerned about the trucks straddling the road on E. Washington St.  Nowak stated the drivers agreed to not continue to drive in the middle of the road.  Jones stated that as of two weeks ago all staff had been fired and replaced with his crew.  Jones thanked Stiffler for letting him know about the problem.  Linda Lehr asked if any trash had been missed in the last two weeks. Holmes stated that a few cul-de-sacs were missed.  Linda Lehr noted that the bin from 
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heavy haul day was still at the park awaiting pick-up.  Al Lehr stated that it was to be 

picked up today.  Jones offered to donate a bin at no charge to the block party.  Jones also stated that he would not charge the Village for the heavy haul day bin.  Nowak accepted the offer.  Al Lehr noted that 6 televisions were left on heavy haul day. Jones stated that he could have someone supervise at the next event.  Jones asked the board to call him if there were any complaints.   

Al Lehr reported on Thursday all of the maintenance crew would attend a 2-hour mosquito control seminar.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

Don Traiteur reported the maintenance crew would begin repairing potholes and road edges in the Coachlite subdivision. 

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr reported she had a brief conversation with Village Attorney Mike Flynn in regards to the Charter Communications resolution.  Charter sent a letter about renewing the contract.  The former one was a 10-year contract.  Flynn is reviewing it and will let Linda Lehr know his thoughts.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Toenjes to approve of Ordinance 969- an ordinance establishing the annual budget of the Village of Millstadt for the fiscal year beginning on the first day of May 1, 2007 and ending on the 30th day of April.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr reported the annexation committee had met to discuss the informational meeting and are trying to establish the details for the meeting. 

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported ball season would begin this weekend. Last weekend’s tournament was cancelled.  Kim Johnston, who manages the concession stand at the park, requested a new door be added.  Mueth priced the door Johnston requested, with installation, at $379.58.

Don Traiteur reported mowing was going well and a load of mulch would be delivered this week for the entire park system. 

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported the lawns looked good at both cemeteries for the Easter weekend.  

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the next Community Center meeting would take place on April 23rd 
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at 7:30pm and is open to the public.  The fire department has agreed to assist with the 

golf ball drop again this summer.  Tickets would be available soon.  Proceeds help fund programs at the Community Center.  The drop was successful last year.  

PLANNING COMMISSION

Touchette reported the Planning Commission meeting would take place Tuesday at 7:00pm in the police conference room.  Laura Schaefer reported Jenny Reiman would present at the May Planning Commission meeting on conservation subdivision design.  

PUBLIC SAFETY

Chief Ed Wilkerson reported he had been on a theft case since 7:00am.  Kristian Bertlesmann reported the fire department is working on updating the emergency services plan.  Bertlesmann has yet to talk to the police department, but has gotten relevant information from Don Traiteur and all of the churches in town. 

Linda Lehr reported the EMS would hold their annual collection for the Leukemia Society on April 20th.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the April 2, 2007 meeting:

· 27 Blackburn Manor- Fire Repair

· 1004 Bach Drive- Single family Residence

· 24 Adderly Lane- Single Family Residence

· 3445 Nollman Road- Single Family Residence

· 211 W. Harrison St.- Detached Garage

OLD BUSINESS

Nowak announced that Joel Mueth would be leaving the board after 16 years of service.  Mueth helped establish the Maifest, biathlon and Nature Park.  Nowak presented Mueth with a plaque from the Village for all of his contributions.  

Nowak also reported that Larry Toenjes would be leaving the board after 12 years of service. Toenjes has worked with the budgeting and personnel.  Toenjes was presented with a plaque for his contributions.  Both received a note from Jerry Costello.  

Joel Mueth reported Glenn Schaefer and he marked off the site in the park near Kalbfleish Street for the log cabin.  Linda Lehr thought the flags were close to the pavilion and could be moved closer to Saeger Rd.  Mueth stated that there were trees on either side that they wanted to keep the cabin away from, but it could probably be moved a couple of feet.  A picket fence will be placed around it.  A motion was made by Mueth and seconded by Al Lehr to allow the log cabin to be placed in the park, within the walking trail and near Kalbfleish St.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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NEW BUSINESS

TREASURER’S REPORT

Tracy Holmes reported the Treasurer’s report had been submitted.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the report as submitted.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Touchette asked how much longer the Village would receive money for the fire fund.  Nowak stated that he would not sign the contract until all of the legal affairs were completed.  

CLERK’S REPORT

Holmes reported the Clerk’s report had been submitted.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the Clerk’s report as submitted.  The motion carried unanimously. 

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Al Lehr reported the businessperson’s dinner would take place Thursday evening at St. James.  

Wilmer Stiffler asked who would be paying for the sign that would go on the log cabin. The Historical Society will pay for it.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Touchette to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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