Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

April 2, 2007

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the March 19, 2007 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

Laura Schaefer read a thank you from Sandy Pannier for the prompt response in cleaning up the ditches and field across from King’s Creek subdivision.  Charlene Faubaum noted the daffodils looked nice at the Nature Park.  

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Mueth to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  A budget hearing will take place on April 16th at 7:15pm.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that he spoke to Randy Burk and the plans for the Washington St. waterline repairs are almost completed.  The Village staff would likely install the waterlines.  Randy Burk reported that he filed the grant for the waterline replacement on W. Oak St. 

On sewer, Al Lehr reported that there was trouble with the submergible pump and it would be replaced.  Burk added that any work, such as dredging, done to the pond should be put off until after the new treatment plant is installed since it will not be used as much.  

On refuse, Tracy Holmes reported some trash had to be picked up a day late due to truck problems.  

Randy Burk explained that until recently soil testing was done under contract for projects like the new treatment plant.  The contractor would mark up the cost by 25%.  To avoid the mark up Burk recommended the Village hire out for soil and concrete testing.  Quality Testing is working on a project for TWM and is capable of testing the soil, concrete and asphalt.  Representing Quality Testing, Renee La Bruyere, presented a contract for such testing.  Q.T. is willing to do the testing for only the hours they work, not a lump sum.  Burk recommended them.  The contract would be voted on at the next meeting.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported on the request by Sandee Nelson for the closure of the cul-de-sac at Veranda Ct. on April 21st at 3:30pm for a block party.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to allow the street closure.  The motion carried unanimously.  Tracy Holmes will let the fire department know about the closure. 

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to allow the Millstadt EMS to hold a collection for leukemia at the four-way stop on April 20th from 2:00pm until dark.  The motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr reported the franchise agreement with Charter Communications would expire in March.  The last agreement was for 10 years.  Charter is requesting the same agreement and is looking to renew on September 1, 2007.  Linda Lehr stated that she would have Mike Flynn review the contract.  Linda Lehr stated that all in town service issues have been addressed.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Touchette reported on Ordinance 970- providing fixed annual compensation for Village officers (Treasurer- $1,000, Clerk-$1,750, President- $7,000, Trustees- $2,500).

The new figures will not take effect until 2009.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the annual compensation for officers.  The motion carried unanimously.    

O’Donnell reviewed the resolution for the maintenance of streets, appropriating $240,110.73 from Motor Fuel Tax funds for streets and highways.  O’Donnell stated that this figure is generally more than is spent.   A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the resolution to appropriate motor fuel tax funds for the maintenance of streets.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr reported approximately 50-60 property owners would be invited at a time to a meeting to discuss the pros and cons of annexation.  The meeting would likely be held at the Community Center.  The objective to annex would be to protect the boundaries of the Village.  Linda Lehr noted that if a resident lives in an agricultural area they would still be able to hunt and raise crops and livestock.  

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported the grant application to St. Clair County Parks was submitted.  The proposal was denied last year.  Up to $55,000 will be granted.  The proposal was written to replace the damaged chain link fencing in the parks.  Mueth noted Burk did a good job writing the grant, which included photos of the damaged fencing.  Summer activities will begin soon at the parks.  Tracy Holmes reported Rich Kasson submitted the budget for 
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the pool.  Kasson has talked to Don Traiteur about repairs needed at the pool.  

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that he did not hear back from the lady who complained about the decorations at the cemetery.   

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the next Community Center meeting would take place on April 23rd at 7:30pm.  The meeting is open to the public.  Included in the budget for next year are windows for the first floor.  The 55 Alive class will take place on April 12th and 13th from 1:00-5:00pm.  There are a few openings available.  Participants can receive a discount on their auto insurance.   

PLANNING COMMISSION

Touchette reported the minutes were shared with the board from the March 20th Planning Commission meeting. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the March 19, 2007 meeting:

· 424 W. Van Buren St.- Room Addition

· 417 Briarfest Dr.- Single Family Residence

· 732 Admiral Wendt Parkway- Single Family Residence

· 29 & 33 Jotham Ct.- Duplex

· 218 W. Van Buren St.- Patio Cover

· 615 S. Jefferson St.- Fence

Muskopf reported the county would soon adopt the 2003 building code and 2006 property maintenance code.  Millstadt would follow suit.  These changes could have an effect on permit fees.  

OLD BUSINESS

Nowak stated that in regards to the log cabin the board decided to keep the location for the building at the Nature Park.  Glenn Schaefer asked whether the location in the park near Kalbfleish St. was still available.  Mueth stated that he had just pulled the stakes from that location.  Nowak suggested the board take it under advisement.  

Schaefer stated that the Historical Society thought that it would be more accessible to the schools at the big park.  O’Donnell noted that there would be more light available at that location.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to rescind the former motion to locate the log cabin at the Nature Park.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mueth stated that he would meet with Schaefer and remark the location near Kalbfleish St. for board and Historical Society members to consider.  Schaefer thanked the board for reconsidering the location. 
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NEW BUSINESS

Connie Hess suggested lights be installed at the Nature Park for walkers.  Mueth stated that the intent of the Nature Park was to be kept a natural environment.  In addition, all parks are closed from dusk till dawn and it would be costly to install lights.   Linda Lehr asked if it was feasible to have lights there. Burk stated that nothing could be installed on the dump part of the park by law.  Burk added he received a request for a streetlight at the corner of Madison and Benham Streets.  There is an existing light 2 poles away.  Burk suggested moving this light to the pole at the intersection.  

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Audrey Touchette asked if the board would consider adding another police officer on the night shift.  The EMS received 2 night calls last month and the officer on duty was alone and had to call for backup.  Touchette referenced a fight that broke out and required waiting for Smithton police to arrive to help.  Nowak stated that an additional officer was added to the new budget.  

Dan and Lisa Schneider are coordinating the 10th annual MS walk, which has brought 300 people out and raised $30,000 in the past.  The Schneider’s requested a banner to be placed at the four-way stop and use of the concession stand at the park.  Mueth stated that they could use the concession stand.  The event will take place on April 22nd.  Nowak stated that according to Ameren the Village can’t put signs up on their poles as they are being bent from them.  O’Donnell stated the Commercial Club usually allows signs to be put up at their park.  Dan Schneider asked about putting signs at the entrances to the Village.  Nowak suggested having Lee’s or the Waterloo Bank put something on their marquee.  Linda Lehr added that the Fire Department might be able to put something on their sign.  Marianne Schaefer stated that the Historical Society would like to put their sign up after the MS Walk.  Signs can be put up at the entrances to town.  

Al Lehr stated that the Easter Egg Hunt would take place at 3:00pm at the park near Kalbfleish Street.  

Linda Lehr thanked Renee La Bruyere for her presentation.  Lehr thought it was a new and smarter way for the Village to go about things, ultimately saving the Village money.  In addition, Linda Lehr stated that the compensation increases would not take effect until 2009, which would not impact the existing board.  Millstadt has the lowest paid board in the area.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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