Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

March 5, 2007

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the February 20, 2007 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the bills as presented.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  

Toenjes reported that it was time to begin work on the budget.  Tracy Holmes has a new computer program to assist with the budgeting process.  Toenjes, Holmes and Nowak will meet on Friday at 11:00am to discuss the budget. Chief Ed Wilkerson reported he would submit his budget this week.  Toenjes asked Matt Osborne to let Rich Kasson know he should submit the pool budget soon.  

Toenjes reported on the damaged police car.  The windshield and side door are leaking air.  Toenjes asked Wilkerson if the Village should get rid of the car. Wilkerson stated that it depended on whether the Village wanted it totaled.  Wilkerson stated that moisture is getting into the headlights in addition to the damages Toenjes reported.  State Farm will only pay the Village if it is totaled.  Toenjes reported a bid from the state on a new lease was also received.  The deal is the same as before.  Quarterly payments would be $1,610.00 and at the end the Village could buy the car for $1.00.  The car would cost $17,275.00 minus the $10,000 from State Farm.  Toenjes stated that he was in favor of it.  Touchette agreed.   A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Touchette to purchase the Chevy Impala through the Ford Motor Credit Company.  The motion carried unanimously.   O’Donnell asked whether there was a time limit on when the car could be totaled.  Wilkerson stated that he wasn’t given one and that the reimbursement wouldn’t be mailed until they come and pick up the car. 

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Randy Burk reported on the bids for the new treatment plant.  The bid opening took place on March 1st.  Fifty people took away sets of plans and 6 general contractor bids were received.  The lowest bid was within the IEPA limits.  The group is Followell Construction from Marion Illinois. The next bidder was close in price and after that the bids soared.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to allow the mayor to sign the notice of intent to follow through with construction.  The motion carried unanimously.  Burk noted that the IEPA allows the construction costs to vary by 3%.  Linda Lehr asked how the subcontractors get into the contractor bids.  Burk explained that the general contractor has the right to choose subcontractors, but they have to be approved by the IEPA.  Burk added that they typically have subcontractors for items such as electric, concrete and equipment.  Holmes asked what was meant when the subcontractor said “no bid” during the meeting.  Burk stated that either they couldn’t get a price or they couldn’t provide the item.  

Al Lehr reported the water bills were sent out.  Lehr added that heavy haul day would take place on April 14th from 9:00- 12:00pm.  A few calls were received regarding missed trash, but a new driver was on staff this week.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

Don Traiteur asked if everyone would be careful when the maintenance staff is working in the streets.  Traiteur added that he was told of four-wheelers or motorbikes in the Nature Park.  Traiteur suggested some signs be made to discourage the vehicles.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr reported Charter Communications stated that they were working on the service issues.  On the concern of the phone lines running across the street in Parkview Manor the lines are temporary and the houses do have phone service, but Verizon has not been prompt about getting to the problems that have been reported. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Don Traiteur reported an example resolution was in the board folders for review.  The resolution would allow the Village to be able to purchase state-owned equipment.  Linda Lehr asked whether it would need to be reviewed yearly.  Chief Wilkerson stated that the police department does renew yearly.  Tracy Holmes asked whether the resolution the police department uses would be good for the maintenance department. Wilkerson stated that it would not.  Wilkerson stated that they pay a $300.00 annual fee.  Traiteur is looking into the fee for the maintenance department to participate.  

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr reported the annexation meetings would cover the rural areas one section at a time in order to scale down the meeting size.  The committee is proposing the first meeting cover the Southeast section towards Roachtown and Freeburg Douglas Roads.  The committee is looking at March 28th as the proposed meeting date.  Bruce Nowak suggested the meeting take place in the Village Hall. 
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PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported a letter was received from the Millstadt Sports Association asking the Village to sponsor a team for $200.00.  The Village name would go on the back of the ball shirts.   The Village has participated for some time.  A motion was made by Mueth and seconded by Al Lehr to sponsor a team for $200.00.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mueth introduced Matt Osborne, the Assistant Manager of the pool.  

Due to the increase in utility costs the Village may need to consider raising daily pool rates and passes.  Last year’s utility bills totaled $4,600.00.  

Mueth reported the St. Clair County Park grant is due on April 2nd.  Up to $50,000 is being rewarded for 6 areas.  One of the areas is park safety and the Village is looking to replace the chain link fences at the ball diamonds.  Burk asked whether this included the outfield fence at the big diamond.  Mueth said it would be included along with the tennis court fencing. 

CEMETERY

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported several items were being considered for next year’s budget.  The Community Center would like to replace the windows on the first floor. The cost would be split between the Township and Village.  The Center would also like shades for the upstairs southerly windows.  Meals and income tax preparations have been going well.  Tax preparation is taking place on Tuesdays. Call Charlotte Mehrtens at the Center for more information.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Touchette reported copies of the Planning Commission minutes were distributed to the board.  

PUBLIC SAFETY

Linda Lehr mentioned that the fire department received a grant. Roger Schubert added that they have 1 year to make purchases after receiving the money.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the February 20, 2007 meeting:

· 5 Josiah Lane- Single Family Residence

OLD BUSINESS

In regards to the log cabin, Historical Society President, Glenn Schaefer, reported that they are ready to lift it as soon as the footing and slab are ready.  Schaefer reported that the Society was not aware that Geneva Rehg was going to present to the board a case for relocating the cabin, but the Society agrees with her position in wishing to see the cabin in a more prominent location.  Schaefer stated that the report of four-wheelers running in the Nature Park is a concern for potential vandalism and the cabin should be 
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accessible to the local students.  Schaefer thought that there were 4 locations on the Village block where the cabin could be placed and asked the board to reconsider the future location.  Marianne Schaefer added that Rehg called her and stated that she could not attend the meeting since she was having eye surgery today.  Rehg is drafting a petition to collect signatures for relocation of the cabin.  

O’Donnell asked whether the Historical Society would be willing to put in an agreement the cost of moving the cabin if the Village buildings needed to expand.  Glenn Schaefer stated that it would need to be taken up with his group.  Touchette stated that he preferred the location at the Nature Park.  O’Donnell and Mueth were not opposed to it being in the NW corner of the Village lot.  Al Lehr clarified on concern of waterlines that the lines run down the alley so they would not be in the way on the Village lot.  The Society will find out through petition how many people are interested in the relocation of the cabin to a more central location and report back to the board later.  Glenn Schaefer thanked the board for reconsideration. 

NEW BUSINESS

Nowak asked the board to consider whether they would like the holding pond treated and report their thoughts at the next meeting. Linda Lehr stated that she was under the impression that the Village could buy the product and do the work itself.  Burk stated that he is not sold on the product and dredging would be another option.  O’Donnell suggested getting a bid on dredging it.  

Al Lehr reported that the next businessperson’s dinner would take place on April 19th at the St. James Parish Center.  Holmes asked for a week’s notice to take reservations.  

Al Lehr reported 42 people did not show up at the last event.  

Randy Burk stated that he would have a resolution prepared for the next meeting for a grant application for waterline replacement on W. Oak Street. 

Linda Lehr reminded everyone of the DARE trivia night benefit, which would take place on Saturday at St. James Parish Center.  Tables are still available. 

Connie Hess reported that she was at Happy Days and saw some skate boarders cross Washington Street into oncoming traffic.  On another occasion, they were going down Laurel Street and wouldn’t move for her car.  Hess asked who would be libel for them if they were injured.  Chief Wilkerson reported that the police could not do anything about them when they are on private property, unless the owner calls and complains.  The Village could draw up an ordinance to keep them off of the sidewalks.  Wilmer Stifler suggested that they be banned altogether.  

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Wilmer Stifler asked how Glenn Schaefer could tell the village where to put the smokehouse when he doesn’t live in the Village.  
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A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Linda Lehr and seconded by Mueth to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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