Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

February 5, 2007

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Mueth and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the January 15, 2007 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Mueth to approve of the bills as presented.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported 44 sets of plans and bids were received for the new water treatment facility.  There will be a walk through on Friday at 9:00am for the contractors.  

Don Traiteur reported a small leak in a waterline was repaired.  There were no problems reported with trash pick-up.

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

Traiteur suggested the road at 116 W. Laurel needed to be widened.  The resident is having a problem with water backing up into her basement.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

Mueth contacted Steve Ward from Helitech in regards to the heaving pavement at a park pavilion and the sidewalk near the library.  The Village can repair the park pavilion, but not the sidewalk.  To repair the three spots where it has sunk would cost $400.00.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr reported a representative from Charter Communications told her newly annexed areas adjacent to existing hardware would be viable to extend services to.  Annexed areas that are not near existing hardware would not be able to receive services.  Linda Lehr reported that she spoke with some other communities who reported the same problem.   Tracy Holmes reported complaints were received from Mill Park St. in Parkview Manor about Charter and Verizon services.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Touchette reported on the resolution approving a capital improvement project in the Village of Millstadt tax increment-financing district for the storm water improvement project costing $168,350.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Touchette reported on the resolution approving a capital improvement project in the Village of Millstadt tax increment-financing district for a water main replacement, extension and improvement costing $185,120.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Touchette reported on Ordinance 967- a zoning ordinance regarding Case No. V- 120/ Allison Lauf.  The variance request was for a minimum lot width at 214 W. White St.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the minimum lot width.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Touchette reported on Ordinance 968- a zoning ordinance in regards to Case No. SU 33 Lambel/Cassulo.  The special use permit was requested for a restaurant at 220 W. Madison St.  Lisa Pruett of 320 W. Madison stated that she drew up a petition and went door to door in her neighborhood and collected 74 signatures against allowing the permit due to parking and safety concerns.  Most of her neighbors agreed that they would like to have a restaurant, but they would prefer it not be in a residential neighborhood.  Parking is an issue as there are already two restaurants in the block.  Pruett stated that she is also concerned about the safety of the children.  Pruett gave the petition to the board.  Building owner, Melissa Helfrich, stated that there was once a restaurant there when there were fewer parking spaces and no one complained then.  Helfrich stated that the business could be something worse than a restaurant. 

The Zoning Board’s recommendation was 5:1 in favor of the permit.  

Linda Lehr stated that the situation is a natural dilemma for an old town, but parking has ebbed and flowed and been okay in the past.  Other businesses could create the same amount of parking problems.  O’Donnell asked the buyers if they had spoken to Don Bailey about use of the parking lot.  Don Bailey stated that he felt it would already be filled by the three existing businesses using it.  Lonnie Bailey stated that he owns the lot and the only parking rights he has given are to Creason’s Funeral Home when they have a funeral.  Cars parking for businesses other than the tour company, funeral home or Eurorleans Bistro would be towed.  

A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Mueth to approve of the special use permit.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr stated that there would be an informational meeting on voluntary annexation in March. 
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PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported that Hudson Tree Service had completed work at the Nature Park.  Ruts were left behind.  There is still a lot of debris to clear.  The maintenance crew will clean up limbs that Hudson brought down.  The ruts will have to be fixed later.   

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that the lawn-mowing contract was signed.  

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the new carpeting and flooring has been installed, along with the new windows. Tax appointments are being scheduled on Tuesdays through mid-April. Call 476- 3731for an appointment.  There is no age limit.  Appointments are filling up quickly.  Applications for a reduction in property taxes and prescription drugs are being accepted.  The next Community Center meeting will take place on February 26th at 7:30pm.  

PLANNING COMMISSION

The January 16th Planning Commission minutes were distributed to the board.

PUBLIC SAFETY

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the June 19, 2007 meeting:

· 36 Adderly Ln.- Single family residence

· 319 W. Washington St.- Multi-Family Rehab (lofts)

· 203 W. Washington St.- Sign

· 619 Manor Lane- Fence

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

BTHS-West Band Director, Scott Wilson, stated that Millstadt students make a significant contribution to the band and he is very pleased to have them.  

The BTHS-West band performed in the World Championship parade this fall.  The Village was presented with a picture from the parade.  

Al Lehr reported the holiday decorations were getting old and suggested replacing 15 each year for three years.  Each decoration costs between $250 and $400.  The existing ones are 8-9 years old.  The Commercial Club would like to split the cost of replacing them.  

Al Lehr asked the board whether they would like to co-host the businesspersons appreciation dinner this year.  It was decided last year to make it a biannual event.  The 
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cost would be split with the Commercial Club.  Nowak thought it was a good idea.  Linda 

Lehr asked about the date.  Al Lehr stated that they were looking at April.  Mueth thought it was a good idea since they are always asking for donations.  It would show appreciation for the community businesses.  Al Lehr stated he would have more to report at the next meeting.  

TREASURER’S REPORT

CLERK’S REPORT

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Randy Burk reported that 47 sets of plans and bids were received and he would be available to answer questions on Friday at the treatment plant walk-through.  Burk added that he spoke with the IEPA on the water tower project and they had forgotten about it.  Burk hoped to receive the information from them soon.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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