Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

January 15, 2007

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Mike O’Donnell, and Larry Toenjes.  Milton Touchette and Joel Mueth were absent.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the January 2, 2007 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the bills as presented.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to authorize the use of $1.3 million from the water and sewer accounts for the water treatment plant project.  

Randy Burk reported he has received about 30 plans and bids for the treatment plant project, which should drive the price down.  Al Lehr reported that the sewer plant was running fine.  There was some trouble with the phone line previously.  There were no major problems noted on the fire hydrant report.  A few calls were made on missed trash pick-up.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

Ed Wilkerson presented a letter to the board in regards to State Farm Insurance and repairs done to the hit police car.  The repairs on the car were not done adequately.  If the damage done to the car exceeds 33.3% of the value of the car it can’t be sold as a normal car.   Toenjes asked whether the value of the damaged car could go towards the lease of the new cars.  Toenjes asked Tracy Holmes to look into it.  Holmes reported that one payment was already made.  Wilkerson reported that the car is drivable, but pulls to the right and repairs were done with used parts.  Wilkerson is concerned about the car leaking in the future.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr reported that she is waiting to hear back from Charter Communications in regards to a resident wanting wireless cable services.  Linda Lehr spoke to a representative of Charter Communications about servicing newly annexed areas.  They have not given her a time frame on providing services.  The franchise agreement with Charter ends soon.

Mike Flynn suggested Linda Lehr revisit the letters that he sent her on this issue.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Nowak reported on Ordinance 964- amending Ch 92 (cemeteries) in regards to a grave opening and closing.  The fees on a weekday for a child, under 10, are $170, amputations and ashes $150, and all others $400.  Fees on a Saturday, Sunday, legal holiday or after business for a child, under 10 will be $340, amputations and ashes $300, and all others $650.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the amended fee structure for burials.  The motion carried unanimously.

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr distributed a letter to the board in regards to voluntary annexations of areas surrounding Millstadt.  The letter would go out in early March.  Nowak asked the Trustees to look the letter over and give comments to Linda Lehr.  

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION
CEMETERY

Al Lehr presented the lawn care contract from Sisk Lawn Care for $8,895.00.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the contract.  The motion carried unanimously.   

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the Community Center board would meet on Monday January 22nd at 7:30pm.  Income tax services will be available for seniors on Tuesday February 6th.  Appointments are needed.  The flooring was backordered and will be installed on January 27- 29th.  A Rules of the Road course would be offered on January 22nd from 9:30- 11:30am.  A head-count is requested, but not required.  Please call the Center for more information.  

PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC SAFETY

Ed Wilkerson submitted the monthly crime report.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported no permits were issued. 

Bruce Nowak reported that the MCS building permit would be waived.  Steve Muskopf 
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reported the permit would have cost the school $12,900.  Linda Lehr asked whether the school should submit a letter documenting the amount waived.  Mike Flynn stated that is was not necessary.  Linda Lehr suggested that the school submit a letter for the records.  Randy Burk asked whether the fee included the water and tap-in fees.  Muskopf reported that it did not. 

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to waive the building permit fee for the new MCS building.  The motion carried unanimously.  

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to give MCS a pool pass for their dinner/auction benefit.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Jim Kane discussed two TIF projects.  The first project involved the waterline for the new school.  Randy Burk discussed an alternative, less-expensive option for running the lines than the school’s original plan.  The alternative would support the school’s need for a looped line in addition to the north side of town.  Burk stated that there is a 2- inch service line on Gooding Street, which runs around the school and ends on Mulberry St.  On Jefferson St. there is an 8-inch line that gets choked down by the 2-inch line.  By extending the 8-inch line through Gooding St. to the existing school and running an 8- inch line up Main St. to tie in, a loop could be completed.  The school’s plan had the line running from Parkview Manor and through the park.  Burk estimated the cost of the project was $185,000.  Burk suggested upgrading the waterline near Liederkranz Park.  Kane suggested the alternative would benefit the school and the Village. Kane recommended paying for the waterline improvement with the sewer fund.  Tracy Holmes suggested the water fund had more money.  Holmes stated that she could track the cost as long as the maintenance department informed her of their expenses.  Linda Lehr asked if there would be a timeframe in which the money was paid back.  Kane stated that he would put in writing “three years or less.”  Kane will have a resolution prepared for the next meeting.  

The second project involved Lee Vogel’s multi-use facility project.  In 2005 a tentative approval was made for front-end support for the estimated $120,000 cost to clear the site and upgrade the storm sewer system.  Burk proposed a solution to the storm sewer problem on Polk Street from Washington to Mt. Evergreen cemetery.  A storm sewer was installed in front of Lee’s Home Center and at the cemetery, but not connecting them.  Burk estimated the cost for connection to be $168,350 if contracted out.  Kane stated that Vogel would like to start on his project in the fall.  Vogel is requesting TIF funds to help with the project.  Linda Lehr asked whether there were enough funds available for the project.  Kane stated the project would span two fiscal years and should be able to cover the project in that timeframe. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Treasurer’s report has been submitted.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the report.  The motion carried unanimously.   

CLERK’S REPORT

Holmes stated the Clerk’s report has been submitted.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the report.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of Ordinance 965- amending Ch 31 of the Village Ordinances by adding Section 31.59 to create the position of Senior Director of Public Works and Ordinance 966 to amend section 31.52.  The motions carried unanimously.   

Holmes reported that she is waiting on a signed copy of the contract from the fire department in order to transfer money from their old account.  Holmes stated that she would call Wayne Pfingsten about the matter.  

Burk reported that 7 lots on the Hidden Lakes proposal didn’t pass the sewer test for on-site sewage.  The water table is too high.  There are a total of 31 lots. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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