Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

January 2, 2007

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by acting President, Joel Mueth, with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  President Bruce Nowak was absent.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

Linda Lehr stated that the December 18th minutes should have stated that the next Community Center meeting would be held on January 22nd at 7:30pm.

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the December 18, 2006 minutes as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

Laura Schaefer read a letter from the Millstadt PTA requesting a donation for their annual dinner auction benefit.  

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Touchette to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  Tracy Holmes reported the office is 90% complete.  The carpet and cabinet needs to be repaired.  Toenjes introduced the new Senior Director of Public Works, Don Traiteur.  Al Lehr showed Traiteur around town today.   

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that bids would be accepted on March 1st at 3:00pm in the council room for the treatment plant.  The lowest bid must be reviewed by the IEPA.  Construction could begin in July and is expected to take 18 months.  Al Lehr also reported the water meters are being read now.  The fire hydrant report should be ready by the next meeting.  

There were no calls on missed trash last week.  Trash pick-up is delayed when there is a Monday holiday.  Al Lehr noted that Traiteur would need to be certified to apply mosquito larvacide.   

Randy Burk asked Tracy Holmes to raise the following questions in regards to taking out loans for the treatment plant project as he will need to have a response at the next meeting:

1. The Village has paid out approximately $300,000 to the IEPA. Does the Village want to loan back this money or pay it out? 

2. How much additional cash does the Village want to put down on the loan to make the payments as small as possible?

At a meeting with Burk, Holmes, Toenjes, Al Lehr, Nowak and Linda Weingartner it was suggested that the Village go ahead and pay the $300,000, not loan it back and commit a million dollars.  The group didn’t think it made sense to borrow money, increase the rates and have money in the bank.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported that the brush pile at the sewer plant was still burning and drop-off would end on Sunday.  Mueth suggested putting up concrete barricades to close off the drop off location after Sunday.  O’Donnell suggested assessing the closure if many complaints were received after Sunday.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

O’Donnell will get with Don Traiteur about maintenance needs.

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr left several messages with Charter Communication in regards to cable services to newer subdivisions.  Lehr has not heard back from them.  Some residents of the 2nd addition of Parkview Manor have reported that they are unable to receive services through Charter.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

ANNEXATIONS

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported that the ice storm brought a limb down on the home of a nearby resident of the Nature Park.  Mueth had Hudson Tree Service out to assess the trees and they reported that no more limbs threatened any neighboring homes.  There are still many hanging branches.  Hudson reported that they would need the ground to either freeze or dry out before the bucket truck could go into the big park for clean up.  Inmates from a local prison came in and did some clean up today.  Mueth reported that they did an excellent job.  Traiteur reported that there were between 10 and 12 inmates doing work in the parks and cemetery.   

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that there was a question on what fee should be charged for burial of ashes on off-days.  An existing ordinance states fees are at time and a half for Saturday and Sunday funerals, but does not give a cost for ash burial.  There was an ash burial on the Friday before Christmas, which was a Village office holiday.  The family paid extra although it wasn’t in an ordinance.  Holmes spoke with Bruce Leesman and agreed on the price of $300.00.  A charge of $150.00 is normal for an ash burial.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Touchette to charge $300.00 for ash burial that occurs after-hours or on a holiday.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Al Lehr reported that Don Sisk would have a contract for approval at the next board meeting for lawn mowing.  

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported that the next Community Center meeting would take place on January 22nd at 7:30pm.  The new van will have lettering applied to it on Friday and would, therefore, be out of service.  Installation of countertop and carpet is complete. 

The kitchen and bathroom flooring will be installed in the evenings.  A $30,000 grant was received and will cover a portion of the new van cost.  Charlotte Mehrtens would like new wallpaper for the Community Center. 

PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC SAFETY

Linda Lehr noted that the annual Fireman’s dance would take place on January 20th. 

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the December 18, 2006 meeting:

· 3311 Mill Park Court- Single Family Residence

· 212 West Mill St.- Commercial Remodel

· 115 W. Washington St.- Commercial Addition

Muskopf noted that Inland Technologies have not begun construction on their new building as they are working on drawings. 

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Touchette to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

______________________

____________________

Laura W. Schaefer, Clerk

Bruce Nowak, President
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