Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

December 18, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Mueth to approve of the December 4, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

Laura Schaefer reported several “thank you’s” were given to the maintenance department for their work after the storm.  Schaefer also reported a thank you was received by St. James Church in regards to the donation of a pool pass for their annual dinner auction benefit.  

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Touchette to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that the IEPA plans have been approved.  A new ordinance would need to be passed in order to borrow funds.  Tracy Holmes reported that the same ordinance with a different number would need to be approved and republished since the last one was incomplete.  The new computer on the water control building is doing well.  Lehr added that the recent water bills were estimates due to the ice storm.  Al Lehr also reported that there were a few missed trash pick-ups last week.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported that the maintenance department is still working on the limb clean up.  Many people have used the drop off site at the treatment plant.  Nowak added that the maintenance crew has done a good job on the clean up.  O’Donnell agreed and included that the staff has been short since Stan Jarvis was out from surgery.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

The Village received several correspondences from Charter Communications in regards to damage to lines from the storm and how they were rectifying the problems.  Linda Lehr added that the Village should let them know if there are any outstanding problems.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Touchette reported on Ordinance 961- Cindy Muskopf Annexation/ Hidden Lakes project by Freeburg-Douglas Rd.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of Ordinance 961.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Touchette reported on Ordinance 962-Zoning Case V119 McBride in regards to the request for a minimum lot width.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of Ordinance 962.  The votes were as follow: Al Lehr- aye, Linda Lehr- nay, due to other options available, Joel Mueth- nay, O’Donnell- aye, Toenjes- aye, Touchette- aye.  The motion carried.   

Touchette reported on Ordinance 963- an ordinance to borrow funds for the new sewer treatment plant.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of Ordinance 963.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the meeting resolution for next year’s schedule.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ANNEXATIONS

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported on tree damage at the parks.  There was a lot of damage of large trees and hanging branches remain at the old park.  In the Nature Park many pines were topped.  One pine hit a nearby house.  Mueth recommended a professional look at the trees to evaluate them and see what needs to come down and what can stay.  Nowak suggested getting together with Jeff Wessel and pointing out what needs to be done. 

Mueth added that there were a lot of trees along the backside of the walking trail at the old park that could come down on neighboring fences and sheds.  Mueth added that the crew was doing a good job keeping up with the limbs.  Many people have taken advantage of the drop-off site and the grass has gotten torn up down at the Nature Park.  Nowak suggested cutting off the drop-off date by January 1st.  Linda Lehr noted that the VFW and the Baptist Church still have a lot of limbs down and with the holidays they may need some extra time to catch up on the project.  O’Donnell thought some people may need extra support picking up or moving limbs.  Touchette suggested the second week in January for the ending date.  Holmes stated that she has only received two calls from residents about not being able to drop-off limbs.  Linda Lehr asked whether the Village had resources to refer to them.  Several businesses have gone door-to-door about clean up.  It was agreed to close the drop-off site on January 7th.  Holmes will email Darrell Hampston and let him know to put a note in the paper. 

Mueth added that the Millstadt Historical Society picked a location for the log cabin on 
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the south side of the prairie at the Nature Park.

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that the lawn-mowing contractor would like to continue next season.  The contract would be approved in January.    

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the Community Center would hold it’s annual Christmas party for the patrons tomorrow.  The Community Center will be closed between Christmas and New Years day in order for carpet and countertop installation to occur.  Home delivery will be available.  The next CC meeting will be January 22nd at 7:30pm. 

PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC SAFETY

Elmer Hettenhausen reported that there would be a new procedure to establish records for businesses in town.  Once guidelines are in order he will ask the Village staff to request information, such as sprinkler systems and kinds of material in storage, from new businesses and provide it to the fire department.

Touchette asked about the status on redistricting.  Hettenhausen reported the election needs to be certified, a lawyer will file materials and then all titles would be changed.  Hettenhausen expects all to be final by the third week in January.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the December 4, 2006 meeting:

· 608 Admiral Wendt Parkway- Single family residence

· 740 Admiral Wendt Parkway- Single family residence

· 120 Adderly Lane- Single family residence

· 104 Benham Dr.- Deck

Muskopf reported that a building permit for the new school would cost $25,940.  To waive it would require approval by the village board.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

A JLP representative presented the preliminary plat for the Hidden Lakes subdivision.  

There are 32 lots.  They are not asking for variances.  Lots are 1 or more acres.   A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Mueth to approve of the JLP Hidden Lakes plan.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Joel Mueth was appointed as the temporary mayor while Nowak is out of town.  Nowak stated that he should be back by the first meeting in January.   

TREASURER’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Treasurer’s Report was submitted for review.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the Treasurer’s Report.  The motion carried unanimously.   

CLERK’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Clerk’s Report was submitted for review.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the Clerk’s Report.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Ralph Bowley suggested consideration be made to approve of a disaster relief fund in the new fiscal year to assist with natural disasters such as the resent storm damage.  Nowak stated that disaster relief funds have been applied for.   

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded Linda Lehr by to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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