Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

December 4, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the November 20, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Touchette to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.

Toenjes reported on obtaining two new police cars.  After speaking with Chief Ed Wilkerson it was decided that the 2006 Chevrolet Impala was preferred.  The price is $17, 275 without equipment.  One car can be leased at 6.8% for 36 months at $1,068.36 a month.  At the end of three years the cars would be owned for $1.00.  Toenjes called Larry Hoff at The First National Bank of Millstadt and he said that they couldn’t beat this rate.  The lease could be purchased through Ford Motor Credit.  The benefit of going the lease route is that a lot of money isn’t put out up front and the car would still end up being owned.  Linda Lehr asked what the status of the opt-out clause was and whether the Village could opt out later.  Wilkerson thought it was possible, but there would still be a fee involved.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to purchase two Impala’s from the Miles dealership in Decatur at $17, 275 each and leased at $1,068.36, unless a better lease was found.  The motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that sludge was hauled two weeks ago.  The contract needs to be approved.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the signature of the sludge-hauling contract with Metro Ag.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Al Lehr also reported that some lift stations were down following the ice storm.  Garden Place had water in their basement, but they haven’t installed a backflow preventer. 

Randy Burk reported that he made adjustments to the treatment plant plans to include additional space for sludge holding.  He is waiting on the permit for construction.  

Al Lehr reported the boil order was over.  On refuse, there were a few missed pick-ups last week.  The main driver was fired.   

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported that due to the storm it was a mess around town.  The maintenance crew has been working hard to clean it up.  A drop off site for limbs and branches has been designated at the sewer plant.  Another option is to leave your limbs on the edge of your yard and they will be picked up.  Scott Baltz reported that pick-up had already begun.  O’Donnell reminded everyone that it was okay to burn and that only limbs should go to the sewer plant, not leaves.

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

Mueth reported on the search for the location of the Millstadt Historical Society cabin.

Mueth thought the site next to the police station was too tight.  O’Donnell agreed and thought a variance may be needed as it was close to the property line.  Linda Lehr also agreed that the space was tight.  Glenn Schaefer thought the lot was at least 30 feet deep and the cabin was only 14 feet in length.  Schaefer thought that being close to the jail would be a benefit.  Nowak thought that space might be needed to add onto the police station someday.  Touchette preferred the park location.  Mueth suggested the Nature Park as the best option.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the Nature Park as the site for the log cabin.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Dale Huwer added that he thought the Nature Park would see more use, as greenspace is lost.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr stated that she has not heard back from Charter Communications.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Laura Schaefer read the resolution to establish the National Incident Management System in St. Clair County, which would establish a single, comprehensive approach to domestic incident management to ensure that all levels of government across the nation have the capability to work efficiently and effectively together using a national approach to domestic management.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the resolution.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Touchette reported on Ordinance 960/SU 32. 

The request was made by Tara Hampton to operate a home business.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the special use permit.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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Touchette reported on Ordinance 959- an ordinance providing for the annual tax levy on real estate situated within the corporate limits of the Village of Millstadt in the county of St. Clair and state of Illinois, subject to taxation for the fiscal year commencing on the 1st day of May 1, 2007, and ending on the 30th day of April 2008.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of Ordinance 959.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr reported that she is working on the address list of potential and voluntary annexations.

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth stated that a copy of the pool report was placed in the board members’ folders for review.  Intake was down by about $5,800 this year, although two pumps were purchased.  Receipts and wages were similar to last year.  Mueth suggested a few tables and chairs would need to be purchased to replace those that received wind damage.  

Mueth reported on the conditions of the park after the storm.  Elm Street Park is fine, but the old park and the Nature Park received a lot of damage.  Mueth stated that he would get together with the maintenance crew once things slowed down for them.  Mueth suggested a note go on the fire department marquee noting where to take limbs.  

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that the summer flowers needed to be picked up at the cemetery.  

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the meal count is going well.  About 180 flu shots were given out recently.  The Community Center will be closed on Christmas day and the rest of the week due to carpet installation.  Meals will be delivered.   

PLANNING COMMISSION

Touchette reported on the November 21st Planning Commission meeting.  The Commission is still updating the comprehensive plan.  The December meeting is canceled due to the holidays.  On the Hidden Lakes project, IDOT has agreed to the waterline extension.  St. Clair County is considering the septic system.  The group would like to petition for annexation into the Village.  The plat was approved by the Planning Commission board.  There is no change on the Schaller project. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

Ed Wilkerson submitted the monthly police report.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the November 20, 2006 meeting:

· 710 S. Breese St.- Sign
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· 5946 Saxtown Rd.- Detached Garage

Muskopf reported that he is getting calls from contractors wanting to bid on the new school and wanting to know fees.  Muskopf stated that sometimes the fees are waived. The village won’t do inspections since they are covered by the state.  Muskopf spoke with Mike Flynn about it and he said that it was a board decision. A permit for a job this size would be about $40,000.  No one has asked about sewer tap fees.  Commercial building tap in fees are the same.  Linda Lehr asked what went into the fees.  Muskopf stated that they are based on the square footage and cost.  The bid date is next week.  If the Village doesn’t waive it now it can be waived later.  Muskopf stated that he would call the zoning office and check into fees.  

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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