Village of Millstadt

Village Board Meeting

November 20, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited. 

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the November 6, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the bills as presented. The motion carried unanimously.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel and litigation after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of a $35.00 gift certificate to the Millstadt Supermarket for the Village employees as a holiday gift.  The motion carried unanimously.    

Toenjes is working with Ed Wilkerson on obtaining new police cars.  They are waiting on a call back from a Ford dealer in Springfield.  Wilkerson didn’t think they would get a call back due to a class action suit against them.  An opt-out form needs to be signed stating that the Village would not be part of the lawsuit before working with the specific dealer.  In addition, a fee of between $300 and $400 is necessary to opt out of the suit.  Columbia has opted out and has purchased police cars from them.  Wilkerson stated the Village could purchase Cheverolet, but the police prefer a car larger than the Impala.  

The Dodge Charger is also an option.  The 2006 Impalas are roomier than the 2005 model.  Tracy Holmes mentioned that the insurance might have a problem with the opt-out clause.  Toenjes asked Wilkerson to let him know what make and model the police are interested in and report the numbers to him later.  Toenjes mentioned that Columbia finances their lease from the local banks.  After 3 years they pay $1.00 for the car.

Toenjes reported that the ordinance book would be divided amongst the board for review.  

Many of the ordinances are out of date and should be removed.  Mike Flynn would give the final review.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that the Village is waiting on approval from the IEPA before going out for bids for the new sewer treatment plant.  Under refuse, Lehr reported that Central Waste would now be paid ahead of time, approximately every 20 days.  Ed Wilkerson reported that an officer followed up on a call in regards to the trash truck swerving in and out of traffic on E. Washington Street. 

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

Stan Jarvis reported that leaf pick-up has been delayed due to rain and machinery problems.  Toenjes asked whether they should consider contracting the job out for a half of a day.  Wayne Jones suggested giving the staff overtime to get it done.  Jarvis stated that every year leaf pick-up is a burden, but they are managing to keep up.  The job requires 3 people to do it.  O’Donnell asked Jarvis to look into the price to lease an additional machine. 

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

O’Donnell reported that he and Mueth looked at several areas for the log cabin.  Locations included the Nature Park, Elm Street Park and the open lot next to the water tank and Village Hall.  They determined the Nature Park was too remote and prone to vandalism and the Elm Street Park was too small.  Glenn Schaefer reported that the log cabin was stripped on Saturday. It wasn’t decided whether they would take the building down or move in intact.  A new floor and porch are needed.  Schaefer asked that a decision be made so that work could begin on a foundation.  Schaefer stated he preferred the Village lot.  Linda Lehr suggested it would be a better fit at a park and suggested near Kalbfleish Street.  Mueth mentioned that the Village lot may be needed down the road for a library.  Touchette preferred it not be at Elm Street or the Village lot. Dale Huwer suggested between the walking trail loop near Kalbfleish Street.  Mueth suggested a spot near the pool and the closest pavilion.  Nowak suggested Schaefer, Mueth and O’Donnell look at the new suggested locations and make a decision at the next meeting. 

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Tracy Holmes reported that a call was received in regards to a new resident of Parkview Manor who stated that Verizon wouldn’t set up their phone due to trouble with an underground cable.  The caller also stated that they couldn’t get cable services.  

Steve Muskopf reported he received a request to build a new cell tower.  Muskopf faxed them the communication ordinance, but hasn’t heard back from them.   

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Touchette reported on Ordinance 958 in regards to an exchange of real estate, which authorized a correction in the legal description of an area near the lagoon and sewer property. Mike Flynn reported that the former ordinance was written in the 1980’s with the wrong legal description.  The description stated that the Village owned part of the B & H Industries, Inc. building and they own part of our land.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of Ordinance 958.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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ANNEXATIONS 

Linda Lehr reported that she is working on a list of property owners for potential annexation.  Lehr intends to have the list ready early in the new year.  Annexation would be voluntary.   

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that the flags went up for Veteran’s Day and looked good.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported that the new windows were installed at the Community Center. The cost was split between the Township and Village. Lehr thanked Mueth for coordinating the effort.  A new passenger bus has been put into service. There is a grant coming from the state to cover $30,000.  The bus cost $48,000.  We are waiting for the grant.  Flu shots were cancelled by St. Elizabeth and rescheduled for November 30th.  There are some spots available and an appointment is required.  The next board meeting will take place on November 27th at 7:30.  Open enrollment is available for Medicare part D through December 31st.  Call Charlotte Mehrtens to register.  The AARP recently presented a 55-Alive driving class.  Participants can receive a discount on their auto insurance. 

PLANNING COMMISSION

Touchette reported that he spoke with Brad Schaller before the meeting tonight and expressed the board’s concerns over his subdivision proposal.  Touchette ask that the topic be discussed at the next meeting in order for the board to have some time to consider the proposal.  The next Planning Commission meeting is tomorrow night at 7:00pm.  The JLP Hidden Lakes subdivision will be discussed.  

PUBLIC SAFETY

Chief Ed Wilkerson submitted the monthly report for the board.  Touchette asked Nowak if there would be a liaison from the fire department to communicate to the Village board.  Nowak stated that once the new fire district board was decided upon a representative would be at the meetings.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

OLD BUSINESS

Nowak asked if everyone read the information included in his or her folders about the harmful effects of leaf burning.  O’Donnell and Mueth mentioned there were a lot fewer fires this year than in the past.  A decision may be made before next season.

NEW BUSINESS

Wayne Jones inquired about the job posted and what would become of the present Supervisor.  Nowak stated that the topic was under personnel and could only be discussed in Executive Session.   Touchette stated that the job was for a Senior Supervisor and not 
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the Supervisor position.  Touchette told Jones to sit down and speak during Citizen’s Input and Comments and that that topic couldn’t be discussed in public.  

TREASURER’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Treasurer’s Report has been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the Treasurer’s Report.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CLERK’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Clerk’s Report has been submitted for review. A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the Clerk’s Report.  The motion carried unanimously. 

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Jeff Otto and Mark McBride were in attendance to appeal the denial of their request for a variance.  Otto had asked that the board make a decision at the November 20th meeting because he would be out of town for the previous one, but the decision was made at the November 6th meeting.  Linda Lehr asked whether they had thought more about the suggestion of a recreation easement.  Otto stated that they would do that as a last resort.  Otto stated that they have already invested $600.00 into the problem.  Muskopf stated that if the original plat had been drawn to include the piece of property that Otto is requesting it would have been denied since it wouldn’t meet code.  Muskopf suggested that is why the Zoning Board denied the variance request.  

A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by O’Donnell to rescind the denial of Ordinance 957/ Variance 119.  The motion carried.  Linda Lehr voted against the motion because of other options available to them.  Mike Flynn stated that if they would have an easement made it would be permanent.  Flynn stated that a new ordinance would need to be written for approval at the next meeting.  Otto and McBride thanked the board for reconsidering. 

A male resident voiced concern over leaf burning as he has two young children with respiratory problems.  The kids like to be outside on the weekends, which is when most of the burning takes place.  He suggested one weekend day to burn.  

A female resident stated that she is a single working parent with asthma who has burned for 22 years.  She stated that she only has the weekends to work outside.  She also voiced concern over the lack of maintenance of the ditch near her house in M & O Station Rd. Nowak stated that if it is a private residence the police could issue a warning.

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Al Lehr asked the board to walk in the parade on Sunday December 3rd and to be at Banker’s at 11:45am.                    11-20-06

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Mueth to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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