Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

November 6, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Toenjes to approve of the October 16, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

Laura Schaefer read a thank you note from the family of Al Mehrtens. 

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the bills as presented. The motion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an executive session to discuss personnel after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  Toenjes reported he has begun work on the tax levy.

Tracy Holmes asked if the board would stay after the meeting to assist in moving chairs to make room for the polling to take place tomorrow. Holmes also reported that her p.c. burned up last week and she had to purchase a new one. Holmes will look into getting the cost back either through insurance or a guarantee.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that he left a message with Central Waste to attend the meeting tonight, but no one showed.  Holmes reported that they are doing a better job with the trash hauling.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Mueth to approve of paying them every two weeks instead of monthly.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Wilmer Stiffler voiced concern about Central Waste blocking traffic on highway 158.  Holmes added that she had seen a truck weaving back and forth on the highway. 

Al Lehr reported that two bids were in for sludge hauling. Randy Burk reported that he has been back and forth with the IEPA over the volume of sludge tank space necessary for the new treatment plant.  The IEPA is now requiring 4.5 cubic feet per person, where 3 feet was previously required.  Burk stated that the cheapest way to add room is to add a compartment onto the aeration tank.  The IEPA would not issue a permit until the plans are updated. 

Al Lehr added that the fire hydrants were flushed without problems. Stan Jarvis reported that they are working on a route for a waterline at Parkview Manor that runs through a property owner’s yard, garden and fence line.  

Burk handed out a cost estimate and plan for improving the waterline near the site of the new school.  A proposal was made that would run the perimeter of the school property, around the pool and tie into the existing line on Lafayette.  This plan would require a lot of line that would benefit no one.  Stan Jarvis recommended running it down Legion Drive and tying into the line at Mill and Jefferson Streets.  Nowak will call Al Scharf tomorrow about the alternate line plan.  

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

Holmes reported that the Motor Fuel Tax audit was complete.  It is on file for perusal. 

Linda Lehr asked if the MFT was normally audited every 5 years.  Holmes stated for smaller towns it is, but she will call every year and request an annual audit.  O’Donnell stated that he would look over the audit and report on it later. 

O’Donnell reported on a note from Stan Jarvis thanking the maintenance crew for the great job they have done on leaf removal. Jarvis stated that it was a dirty job and it put them behind on other projects.  Jarvis looked into contracting the service out and got a bid for $115.00 an hour for a two-person crew working a maximum of 12 hours a week. Linda Lehr asked if it was ever calculated what the cost of the Village crew doing the job was versus hiring it out.  O’Donnell stated that it has been considered and we were well below the bid. O’Donnell stated that he would look into it further.  Toenjes recommended getting more than 1 bid. O’Donnell will look into the St. Louis area for more contractors. 

Jarvis reported that he is looking into getting a tar crack filling machine.  The one the Village has isn’t working well.  Jarvis stated that the one the Village owns has an open flame that doesn’t heat the tar well when it is windy outside. O’Donnell stated that they will look into trading in the old one.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

O’Donnell reported that the new mower didn’t come with a front safety screen that will need to be purchased for about $500.00.  A bid was received from Cat in Fenton for a new back-up sewer generator for the lift station for $18,001.  Burk recommended buying a new one as apposed to converting an old one.  

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Holmes stated that she got a call from someone in Parkview who wasn’t able to get cable services. Linda Lehr stated that she would follow up on the issue with Charter Communications.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Touchette reported on Ordinance 956/ Variance 118 Record Printing.  The variance request was for a 5-foot rear and west-side setback.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the variance request.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Touchette reported on Ordinance 957/ Variance 119 McBride.  Steve Muskopf explained that the property owners wanted a minimum width lot variance in order to give one owner rights over part of a garden, hedgerow and fire pit. The Zoning Board denied the request and suggested a solution of writing a recreation easement between the two owners.  The property owners agreed to look into it. A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Linda Lehr to deny the variance request.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ANNEXATIONS

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported that the biathlon resulted in a $5,940.21 profit.  Mueth thanked Rick and Tracy Holmes for organizing the event.  An additional $600.00 in donations were made this year.  While participation was down, profit was up. 

On the concession stand, Mueth reported a $14,332.00 profit.  Kim Johnston runs the concession stand. In addition, Mueth reported no problems with the softball leagues or vandalism at the park this season.  

Mueth thanked Laura Schaefer and the other volunteers who planted 400 daffodil bulbs at the Nature Park and 100 bulbs at the Elm Street Park.  Mueth noted several people have approached him about planting a memorial tree at the park for former mayor, Al Mehrtens.  Mueth agreed and thought the planting should take place next spring.  The Village would purchase a stone to place next to the tree.  Burk added that several of Merhtens’ friends would like to chip in for the planting and stone memorial.  

Mueth reported that the park bathrooms have been winterized and would be closed for the season.  

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported the flags would go up for Veteran’s Day weather permitting. 

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the windows for the Community Center were ordered and due to be installed next week.  The first floor windows would be replaced later.  Flu shots have been rescheduled for November 29th due to a shortage in serum.  Many people have opted to go elsewhere for the shots since the rescheduling, so there are some openings available.  The center will be closed on Thanksgiving Day and the Friday after, as well as Election Day.  A new dishwasher was installed.  A new countertop and flooring will also be installed. 

PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC SAFETY

Elmer Hettenhausen reported that at the last fire department meeting changes were made 
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to officers.  Hettenhausen announced the new Chief as Roger Schubert.  Dennis Feazel is now the Assistant Chief.  Linda Lehr noted the measure on the ballot for the merging of the fire districts. 

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the October 16, 2006 meeting:

· 5756 Briars Landing- In-ground pool

· 16 Steinberg Circle- In-ground pool

· 18 Travertine Circle- Single family Residence

· 409 Briarfest- Single Family Residence

· 32 Liederkranz Lane- Fence

· 124 Benham Drive- Fence

· 645 East Washington St.- Sign

OLD BUSINESS

Touchette recommended the log cabin the Historical Society is obtaining should go in the Nature Park.  President of the Historical Society, Glenn Schaefer, was concerned about the safety of the building there.  At the park it could be prone to vandalism and would be hard to access by the fire department.  O’Donnell suggested the area near the entrance and picnic table, which would be accessible. Schaefer thought by having it in a more prominent place it would demonstrate the Village’s heritage.  It was decided that there was no room in the Elm St. Park.  Judy Jones suggested the space behind the grandstand.  Mueth agreed it was an unused space and would be seen by visitors to the picnics.  Linda Lehr asked whether the Society could wait two weeks for a final decision. Schaefer said he needed to proceed as soon as possible.  It was agreed to meet with Schaefer and look at the proposed site before making a final decision. 

NEW BUSINESS

O’Donnell reported that he received an email from Otto Faulbaum in regards to the Village’s support for the December 3rd Weihnachtfest.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Touchette to approve of allowing the Sister Cities to utilize the liability insurance and liquor license for the Weihnachtfest.  The motion carried unanimously.

Steve Muskopf asked about moving forward on Brad Schaller’s application for a subdivision.  The subdivision would require some variances.  The Trustees stated that they had not received the information on the request.  There are no streets in the proposed plan.  The county has approved of the plan.  Muskopf noted that the Planning Commission stated that the plan does fit their comprehensive plan, but that the subdivision needed to meet code.  Nowak stated that he was concerned about the number of driveways on a busy road.  Schaller has a contingency with the seller based on the board’s approval and would like a decision as soon as possible.  Linda Lehr asked whether the proposed subdivision had concrete streets.  Muskopf stated that it did not because there were separate driveways.  Schaller offered to walk the property with the 
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board if they were interested.  Nowak recommended putting off a decision until the board could talk to the Planning Commission.  Holmes reminded the board that the Planning Commission minutes were in the board’s folders for review.  Touchette asked whether Schaller would request a pre-annexation agreement.  Schaller replied that he would.

The board will discuss the approval once reviewing the thoughts of the Planning Commission.  

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Linda Lehr asked that a moment of silence by made in remembrance of former mayor Alvin Mehrtens.  

Toenjes reported that the police department is in need of a few new squad cars.  Toenjes will have more to report at a later meeting. 

John Jones requested that when the board goes into Executive Session that they know the information of what they are talking about and not heresy.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

____________________


_____________________

Laura Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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