Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

September 5, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, and Larry Toenjes.  Milton Touchette was absent.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by Mueth and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the August 21, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes reported that the bills have been reviewed. A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Mueth to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that the Village Auditor, Henry Siekmann, would hold a meeting on September 18th at 7:00pm to discuss audit reviews. 

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that on October 7th from 9:00am-1:00pm Central Waste would hold an appliance haul day at Commercial Club park.  Al Lehr also reported that plans have been sent to the IEPA on the plant and water tower.  Randy Burk stated that the IEPA has not approved the water tower plans yet. Al Lehr added that trash pick-up would be on Thursday and yard waste on Friday this week due to the holiday.

Al Lehr reported that he spoke to Tracy Holmes about the quality of service provided by Central Waste.  Holmes reported that service has been good.  There were no complaints last week.  Nowak suggested waiting until the next meeting to approve of the monthly payment plan.

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported that oiling and chipping was completed for the year.

Holmes distributed a letter in regards to which organizations would be allowed to hang a banner at the four-way stop.  There is no ordinance written, but a vote was taken several years ago on grandfathering in the Maifest, Bierfest, Fireman’s Picnic, St. James Picnic and the Millstadt Homecoming.  O’Donnell stated that there haven’t been any conflicts until recently and suggested beyond the aforementioned events that it be on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Toenjes mentioned posting two flyers facing in opposite directions.  Linda Lehr thought that it should be controlled, but that the Village should work with the local organizations to support them.  Nowak suggested the board consider it for future approval.  





O’Donnell reported on the request by St. James to close off the 400 block of W. Madison and to hang a banner for the October 7th Schlactfest.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the request by St. James.  The motion carried unanimously.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

O’Donnell reported that brickwork has begun on the old jail.  O’Donnell would speak with Millstadt Historical Society President, Glenn Schaefer, and give an update at a future meeting.    

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Steve Muskopf reported some residents at King’s Creek have complained about Charter Communications telling them they wouldn’t get service for 2 years, while service is available across the street.  Linda Lehr stated that she would talk to the Charter representative about the issue.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

ANNEXATIONS

Linda Lehr reported the annexation committee met a few weeks ago and discussed sending out letters to residents in potential annexation areas.  Linda Lehr will meet with Randy Burk to obtain the necessary parcel numbers and addresses. Burk mentioned that he believed there was an annexation clause in the second phase of the Buffwood subdivision stating that once the Village had surrounded the phase it would be annexed in.  Burk will look into it.  

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported that the annual biathlon would take place on Sunday.  Volunteers are needed and should show up on Thursday night at 6:30pm at the bingo pavilion to prepare packets, on Saturday at noon to begin setup and on Sunday by 7:15am for the event.  The race begins at 8:00am. 

Nowak asked whether there was a grant in for fencing. Burk stated that he has it and it is due October 1st.   Nowak reported on the grant suggestion meeting.  Nowak stated that the big communities wanted big money for big parks, while the smaller communities would like to maintain what they have.  There is a total of $7.5 million available per year. 

Mueth reported that the pool has closed for the season.  The school program ended on Friday.  There were no major problems this year, but the pump continues to be a problem.  

There were very few days when the pool was closed.

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that the lawn-mowing contract is going well.

Toenjes reported on Ordinance 949, an ordinance to amend the zoning code.  Steve 
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Muskopf reported that the new ordinance would allow modular buildings in any residential area in town.  Modular homes are transported to the site, on a permanent foundation and must meet the village building code.  Muskopf noted that the language of the new ordinance is similar to almost every town in the area.  Muskopf added that inspections would need to be achieved to meet updated code.  The footings and foundation are accessible for inspection.  Muskopf suggested the ordinance state that “conforms to the Millstadt Building Code” would maintain inspection criteria when state codes change.  Garages are built on site and are subject to inspection.   

Nowak suggested talking to Mike Flynn about the wording and voting on it later.  

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the senior police academy begins Tuesday September 12th Twenty-seven residents have registered.  The classes are for those aged 55 and over.  The academy goes for 6 weeks.  Chief Ed Wilkerson added that there would be different speakers to cover topics such as law enforcement, public health department, and a crime lab demonstration.  The classes are free and space is available. 

Linda Lehr also reported that flu shots would be available on November 2nd from 9:00-noon. Appointments are needed and the cost is nominal.  

A rules of the road course would be held on September 25th from 9:30-11:30am.  Fifty-five Alive would take place on November 8 and 9th and attendees could qualify for a discount on their auto insurance.  The apple butter fundraiser is set for September 28th and 29th.  Volunteers should contact Charlotte Mehrtens.  A computer class begins tomorrow at 9:00am and is taught by Mark Bauer.  Meal sales continue to do well.  

Mueth reported that Windoor submitted a bid for the replacement of windows in the Community Center.  There were several bid options.  The Township would pay for half of the cost.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Linda Lehr to go with the more expensive windows.  All but Mueth voted in favor.  Mueth voted present.  The motion carried.  

PLANNING COMMISSION

Mueth questioned Planning Commission Chairman Mike French about a building proposal by JLP in what the Village has mapped as the future corridor area.  French spoke with representatives from TWM and IDOT.  IDOT stated that there is no funding and a significant amount of time before anything would happen so the Commission is leaning towards going ahead with the JLP proposal.  French stated that the corridor might be relocated.  The proposed area is south of the Handy fertilizer plant. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the August 21, 2006 meeting:

· 100 Travertine Circle- Single Family residence
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· 416 W. Oak St.- Detached Garage

· 12 W. Van Buren St.- Single Family residence

· 105 W. Mill St.- Fence

· 21 Wolcott Circle- Deck

Randy Burk and Steve Muskopf met with the homeowners association of the villas in Kings Creek.  Residents voiced their issues with the developer.  The developer was supposed to meet with the residents this evening.  Burk felt bad for the homeowners.  Burk mentioned the entrance sign hasn’t been maintained, mowing isn’t taking place regularly, the developer won’t give the residents a balance on their maintenance account, and downspouts are few so water is hitting the ground next to the homes, standing and leaking into doors, and yards are poorly graded.  Muskopf and Burk are meeting with Matt Howland and invited Nowak to attend.  O’Donnell suggested putting a stop-work order on the remaining nine projects to come.  

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

O’Donnell reported a letter was received from Ron Karcher of the Millstadt Knights of Columbus requesting permission to hold their annual Tootsie Roll Drive on September 15-17th.  On September 15th and 16th the Knights will collect outside city businesses and on September 17th they will collect outside of St. James Church.  All funds go toward people with mental retardation and learning disabilities.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the collection outside city businesses.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Nowak reported on the annual proclamation to establish September 11th as “A day to remember,” A motion was made by Linda Lehr and seconded by Toenjes to pass the proclamation.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Linda Lehr reported that congress had passed September 11th as Patriot Day and suggested the Village fly the flags at half-staff.  Flags will be kept up through September 11th from the Labor Day celebration.   

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously.

_______________________


__________________________

Laura W. Schaefer, Clerk


Bruce Nowak, President
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