Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

August 21, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the August 7, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes stated that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation after Citizen’s Input and Comments.  

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Randy Burk explained the IEPA loan application and requested a resolution be made in order for the mayor to sign the loan documents.  Burk suggested the Village consider contributing 1 million dollars in order to keep the cost from going to the residents. 

The plans and specifications have been submitted.  The permit should be approved by December.  By January the Village could expect to go out for bids.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the mayor signing the resolution and the national flood insurance form.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Roy Edwards of Central Waste requested to be paid on a monthly rather than twice a month basis.  Tracy Holmes stated that since Edwards has taken over there have been no complaints about the trash service.  Holmes suggested that when the service has gone a month without complaints then the Village could reconsider payment.  Edwards agreed.    

Retha Daugherty of Bio Solutions performed the lagoon survey on August 15th.  The survey found that the lagoon is 6.3 acres, rather than 11 acres.  Daugherty stated that there was an inlet of sludge built up where the sludge was approximately 4 ft. deep.  Water depths ranged from 1.5 to 5 feet.  Daugherty stated that 2 ft of water is optimal.  Daugherty recommended starting treatment in spring with an annual cost of approximately $15,000 a year.  Daugherty stated that there were only two manufacturers of their product in the US.  Mueth asked whether only 1 year of treatment would be needed.  Daugherty stated that she hoped that was all that was needed.  

Burk stated that he spoke with Fayetteville and they were happy with the results of their treatment, Mascoutah was not, but they used a different product.  Linda Lehr asked Holmes whether the office had received any complaints about odor from the lagoon.  Holmes stated that they had not.  Burk suggested getting a guarantee from Bio Solutions.  Daugherty stated that she would work with the Village until the goal of 50% reduction was achieved.  Laura Schaefer asked whether Daugherty would still recommend treatment if the water levels were above 2 ft.  Schaefer stated that average rainfall was down about 9 inches, which would bring the water levels above the lower limit.  Daugherty stated that the treatment was based on other conditions in addition to water levels.  Burk stated that the IEPA recommends improvements if the sludge is over 1 ft. deep.  Daugherty stated that she could work out a bid price.  Since treatment would not begin until spring the topic was tabled.

Al Lehr reported that the sewer gear had been fixed and was working fine.

Burk received bids for the water tower computer upgrade.  The lowest bid included the product, installation and a year of service for $7,000.  A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the bid for $7,000.  The motion carried unanimously.     

Al Lehr stated that he had received information from Stan Jarvis about the hand-held meter readers.  The Village is required to upgrade the current hand-held devices.    

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported on the request by Ainad Shriners representative, Weldon Harber, to hold their annual ‘paper crusade’ during the months of September and October.  The collection would take place on Saturday, September 30 with a rain date of Saturday, October 7 from 7:00am – 12:00pm at the four-way stop.  

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the Shriner’s annual paper crusade on September 30th from 7:00- 12:00pm.  The motion carried unanimously.

Stan Jarvis stated that the last day of chipping and oiling would take place August 24th.   

O’Donnell asked whether the Motor Fuel Tax could go towards matching grants for street improvements.  Tracy Holmes stated that it could.  

O’Donnell reported on the request by the Commercial Club to close the east and west side of Main Street from W. Washington to the Liederkranz Park for the Homecoming and parade on September 2nd and 3rd.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Mueth to approve of the closing of street parking on September 2nd and 3rd for the Homecoming parade.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Burk reported that IDOT was accepting applications for grant money to support truck 
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routes.  The application is due September 9th.  Burk mentioned the Kossuth St. to 

Mulberry St. route for improvement.  The grant is matching and Burk thought the Village would end up paying more than the value of the grant.  Burk stated that the money could come from the Motor Fuel Tax.  Burk stated that he would look into it further before the next meeting. 

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

O’Donnell reported that Jarvis gave him information on a leaf vacuum.  O’Donnell stated that it could be tested and he would look into it further. 

CABLE SERVICES AND CELL TOWERS

Linda Lehr reported that she reconnected with the representative from Charter Communications and that the newly annexed areas should be able to receive Charter services now.   

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

ANNEXATIONS

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported that most of the softball leagues were finished.  The schools have started using the fields. An additional men’s league will run from September to mid-October. The pool will close Labor Day weekend. MCS will use it for gym class.  The annual biathlon is approaching. Applications are coming in at the usual rate.  There will be two articles in the paper over the next two weeks.  

Stan Jarvis reported that a lightning strike had occurred on the tennis courts and blew some lights out.  The crosswalk was installed through the berm from Parkview Manor to the park.   

CEMETERY

COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported the Community Center board meeting would take place on August 28th at 7:30pm.  Lehr also reported that meal sales were going well with highs of 90 meals a day.  The police academy will begin on September 12th.  Volunteers will cook apple butter on September 28th and 29th. Volunteers are needed.  The Center is looking for clean pint and quart jars for the event.  Contact Charlotte Mehrtens to donate. 

PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC SAFETY

Ed Wilkerson submitted the July police report for review.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the August 7, 2006 meeting:
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· 116 Gladwyn Dr.- Single family residence

· 17 Wolcott Circle- Single family residence

· 108 Gladwyn Dr.- Single family residence

· 25 Josiah Lane- Single family residence

· 3620 Mueller Lane- Machine shed

· 5 Wolcott Circle- Single family residence

· 531 W. Parkview Dr.- Fence

· 46 Landau Dr.- Fence

OLD BUSINESS

O’Donnell reported that Stan Jarvis had used the new chipper today and that it worked well.  The old chipper was traded in.  O’Donnell recommended surveying the area for potential drop-off sites for twigs and branches.  Linda Lehr encouraged everyone to put their leaves out and drop off limbs for chipping.  

NEW BUSINESS

Don Keck requested to be allowed a waiver for a water and sewer hook-up.  Steve Muskopf stated that no tap-in fees would be required if Keck were to rebuild a house on the site, but fees are required with a change of site use.  Keck is unsure of what he would like to do with the property, but would like sewer and water there in the interim.  A fire demolished the house on November 13, 2003.  Keck stated that he was once told by the former mayor, Muskopf and Stan Jarvis that he was entitled to water and sewer services.  

Holmes stated the fees were $650.00 for water and $1,200 for sewer.  Muskopf stated that if the site remains a parking lot no services would be required, but a permit would be.  Nowak recommended revisiting the issue when Keck decides what he would like to do with the property.  

O’Donnell reported on the request by Brian Coppotelli, for a street closing for the Optimist Club’s annual Chili Cook-off.  The request was to close Legion Dr. from Rt. 163 to N. Main on October 22nd from 6:00am to 8:00pm.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the street closing for the Chili Cook-off.  The motion carried unanimously.  

O’Donnell reported on the request by Joyce Krueger of Concordia United Church to hang a banner for their dinner auction on October 7th.  The dates conflict with the Schlactfest banner. Stan Jarvis recommended asking the Commercial Club about putting the banner on a pavilion at the park.  O’Donnell stated that he would call St James about the Schlactfest banner and then follow up with Krueger.   

TREASURER’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Treasurer’s Report had been submitted.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve the report as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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CLERK’S REPORT

Holmes stated that the Clerk’s Report had been submitted for review.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to approve the report as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Al Lehr and seconded by O’Donnell to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously.  

________________________


_____________________

Laura W. Schaefer, Clerk



Bruce Nowak, President
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