Village of Millstadt

Village Hall

August 7, 2006

7:30pm

The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Nowak with the following Trustees answering to roll call: Al Lehr, Linda Lehr, Joel Mueth, Mike O’Donnell, Larry Toenjes and Milton Touchette.  The Pledge of the Allegiance was recited.

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the July 17, 2006 minutes.  The motion carried unanimously. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCES

Laura Schaefer read a letter from Janice Jennings, Pollution Prevention Coordinator of the St. Clair County Health Department, thanking the Village for participating in the spring telephone book recycling program.  The county collected 40,000 pounds of phone books.

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS

Toenjes announced that the bills have been reviewed.  A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Mueth to approve of the bills as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ADMINISTRATION

Toenjes announced that there would be an Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation after Citizen’s Input and Comments.

PUBLIC WORKS- SEWER, WATER, REFUSE AND MOSQUITO CONTROL

Al Lehr reported that there was a letter in the board folders from the IEPA on an application for the wastewater treatment plant loan for $7.5 million.  Randy Burk reported that the plans for the plant are done and ready to be submitted to the IEPA.  Burk reviewed the plans.  Only one building would be added.  The new system can take higher flows, so the lagoon won’t be relied on as it is presently.  UV light would be used to disinfect the water so that no chemicals are needed in the treatment.  There would be a new tele-monitor for rapid notification from the lift stations.  The Village can expect the review and approval to take the IEPA 4-6 months.  After approval bids can go out. The new system can serve up to a population of 10,000.  Construction can be expected to take 18 months.  Burk expects there would be many bids.  

O’Donnell asked whether sludge from the lagoon could be sent to the sludge dryer. Burk said that it could be possible.  Burk recommended waiting on treating the sludge in the lagoon.  Burk stated that TWM could take sludge judge readings.  

Burk added that a new lift station would be installed to serve the King’s Creek subdivision when the new plant is built.  The lift station failed recently and waste backed up in a basement.  Burk stated that a dialer could be added to the station in the interim, but a monthly line fee would be included.  Burk stated that he would talk to Brian Bowman about a temporary system.  

Al Lehr raised the issue of two residents in King’s Creek sharing the same sewer line. Steve Muskopf stated that it was an illegal connection.  Linda Lehr thought that if it was in violation that the issue should be rectified.  

Al Lehr reported on three quotes received from R.E. Pedrotti regarding various levels of upgrades to the water plant.  Al Lehr asked whether the Village could go to TAC for bids.  Burk stated that the Village could but recommended getting a bid from the company that originally installed it, Hydrokinetics.   

Burk stated that the waterline survey on Gooding St. is done.  

Al Lehr stated that the trash hauling is going well.  Tracy Holmes added that there were a lot of complaints the week before.  Nowak called the company.  

Al Lehr reported that due to the drought mosquito treatment has decreased.  

Retha Daugherty of Bio-Solutions reported that it is their opinion that the lagoon needs treatment. Daugherty stated that Brian Bowman agreed with her.  Daugherty showed an example of the product.   She stated that they are the only ones in Southern Illinois to offer this product.  Daugherty stated that the Village could expect at least a 50% reduction in sludge.  Treatment costs a fraction of dredging.  Daugherty stated that they study the biology of lagoons and this lagoon is past its time to be treated.  Linda Lehr asked whether Burk spoke with Brian Bowman about this treatment.  Burk said that Mascoutah used the product and found some reduction.  Daughety stated that Rick Jones, the operator from TAC, did not use their product.  Burk asked whether based on the survey the costs could vary and Daugherty stated it was possible.  Linda Lehr asked whether our maintenance department could put the treatment out.  Daugherty replied that they could.  Bio Solutions would put down the inoculation dose and the maintenance staff could put out the maintenance dose.  Linda Lehr asked whether the survey included the sludge judge. Daugherty stated that that is how they come up with the graphs.  Burk stated that the survey would need to be done to see whether the product is working.  Mueth asked whether there was a time when the product works better. Daugherty stated that late spring/early summer would be the best time with treatment being suspended in winter. Daugherty stated that the EPA states that 2 feet of water is required in order to keep life living and under 1 foot the water goes septic and foul smells arise.  Touchette suggested going ahead with the survey. Linda Lehr thought the Village is required to go out for other bids.  Daugherty stated that it is nearly impossible to go out for bids and other communities have not.

Toenjes asked whether the lagoon would need to be dredged someday.  Burk stated that it is more of a stormwater holding lagoon and acts as an emergency sludge holding reservoir.  

A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Al Lehr to approve of the initial survey to be conducted by Bio Solutions.  The votes were as follows: Al Lehr- aye, Linda Lehr- nay, Mueth- aye, O’Donnell- aye, Toenjes- aye, Touchette- aye.

PUBLIC WORKS- STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS

O’Donnell reported, weather permitting, that road oiling and chipping would take place 
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tomorrow.  In addition to oiling the crew would be fixing curbs.  

PUBLIC WORKS- PUBLIC BUILDINGS, MAINTENANCE AND EQUIPMENT

O’Donnell reported on the request by MCS to allow parking buses sideways on Gooding St. in order to reduce and reroute traffic.  Nowak stated that rock was needed to level the street and the Village would split the cost for rock, fuel, and time with the school.  The cost would be $834.75.  

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to allow MCS to block off W. Gooding between N. Monroe and N. Main and to split the road leveling cost with the school.  The motion carried unanimously.  

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

Touchette reported on Ordinance 948 amending the policy on sick leave from 6 to 7 days.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by Linda Lehr to approve of the amendment of sick leave.  The motion carried unanimously.

Touchette reported on the resolution amending the TIF district to include the new school, old school, parks and a few homes to make everything contiguous.  There will be a public hearing on September 25th at the Village Hall at 7:00pm to discuss the resolution. 

PARKS, POOL AND RECREATION

Mueth reported that the state inspector stopped by on Friday.  The pool passed with flying colors.  The only violation was that the underwater lights did not work.  Mueth stated that they had been disconnected three years ago.  The violation was scratched.  Also, the gate to the baby pool wasn’t closing properly, but it was taken care of.  

Mueth also reported that the big All-Star meet was held this past Saturday and the park was covered with people. The event is a huge fund-raiser for the swim team. Linda Lehr reported that there were close to 400 swimmers.  People come from several states.  Mueth stated that the waste hauler would be called next year in order to handle the additional waste created by the event.  Chief Wilkerson reported the only problem was visitors wanting to camp in the park.  

A letter was received from the St Clair County grants department regarding a forum on Monday August 28th from 7:00-9:00pm.  Mueth and Nowak will go to the meeting.  The department is asking for suggestions.  

The annual biathlon is 5 weeks away. Tracy Holmes reported that usual numbers of registrations were coming in.  Holmes stated that sponsors would be added to programs and on the back of t-shirts.  The response has been positive so far.

CEMETERY

Al Lehr reported that there have been no complaints about the mowing.
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COMMUNITY CENTER

Linda Lehr reported that the senior academy begins September 12th and would run for 6 weeks.  The program is free to the community and registration is open.  Contact the police department or Community Center for more information.  

Linda Lehr also reported that bids would be received to replace some windows in the Community Center.  The cost would be shared between the Township and Village.

Linda Lehr added that the Community Center would be selling fried candy bars and corndogs at the homecoming.  The next board meeting would take place August 28th at 7:30pm.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Touchette presented Raymond Hohlt with a plaque for his many years of service on the Planning Commission.  At the last PC meeting Doreen Baltz was sworn in to replace Hohlt.  

PUBLIC SAFETY

Elmer Hettenhausen reported that there would be an upcoming meeting in regards to conducting flow tests, and the hydrant test review.  The insurance rates are based on this review.  

Linda Lehr reported that the ambulance district has approved of a new ambulance.  It should be delivered in a couple of weeks and would replace the 11 year-old one.  

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Steve Muskopf reported the following permits were submitted since the July 17, 2006 meeting:

· 109 Benham Dr.- Deck

· 548 E. Washington St. #1- Sign

· 16 S. Kossuth- Fence

· 30 Cedar St.- Detached Garage

· 72 Liederkranz Lane- Single Family Residence

OLD BUSINESS

Touchette thanked Holmes for getting the plaque together for Ray Hohlt.  

On the issue of leaf burning Touchette recommended the first Saturday of the month, 

O’Donnell suggested to limit, but not ban burning and thought Saturday, Thursday, or any combination of a couple of days of the week.  Mueth went to a couple of homes and looked at the property and number of trees.  Mueth stated that people agreed that burning should be curbed, but didn’t want it banned.  O’Donnell recommended the property by the cemetery for storage of drop off of debris.  Mueth thought a decision should be made 

before fall arrives so that drop off times could be established.  Linda Lehr thought 

restrictions would be fine, but to keep in mind variable Village boundaries, such as relatively rural tracts of property.  
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Burk reported that the concrete streets were complete and Hershel Johnson should be granted permission to pay his subcontractor now.  A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Touchette to allow the release of money for Johnson to pay Boling Concrete for the street pouring.  The motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Steve Muskopf stated that all was fine on the Parkview Manor Plat- 2nd addition.  A motion was made by Touchette and seconded by O’Donnell to approve of the plat.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Al Lehr inquired whether the easement from the addition to Kalbfleish St. was concrete.  Johnson said that it was.  The Village would have to maintain it.  

Al Lehr asked whether the village would like to build a float for the parade this year.  The township would not be assisting.  If the Village doesn’t want to use the wagon the Civic Club has asked to use it.  Touchette stated that they should use it.  The theme this year is “Great American Heroes.” O’Donnell stated that he would help.  Linda Lehr stated that she didn’t have time.  It was agreed that the Civic Club should use it.

CITIZEN’S INPUT AND COMMENTS

Resident of Deerfield Circle, Curtis Kellogg, complained about improper drainage and tall weeds in King’s Creek.  Kellogg has worked on these issues with Steve Muskopf and Randy Burk, but the developer has done nothing.  Chief Wilkerson stated that only a judge could make a ruling on whether they carry out the tasks or not.  Wilkerson stated that the average fine is between $100 and $150.  Burk stated that some improvements have been made to the road, but grading is needed. The developer has never returned Kellogg’s phone calls and the realtor said that they would take care of it 3 months ago.  Steve Muskopf suggested suspending building permits.  Some of the lots are owned and some still belong to the developer.  The owners pay a fee for maintenance.  Touchette suggested holding permits and giving out tickets.    

A letter was received from Don Keck. Nowak asked the board to read the letter and be ready to discuss it at the next meeting.  

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Al Lehr to go into Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Toenjes and seconded by Linda Lehr to adjourn Executive Session.  The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by O’Donnell and seconded by Al Lehr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.  

______________________


______________________

Laura W. Schaefer, Clerk


Bruce Nowak, President
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